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Ulus-Otesi Bir Cemaat
Olarak Ermeni
Diasporasinin Ermeni
Politiko-Milliyetci

Miicadelelerinde
KENTUSAMDER Aragsallastirilmasi
Istanbul Kent University Makale Gonderim Tarihi:
Journal of Political, Social and Strategic 31 Ocak 2026 )
Research Makale Kabul Tarihi: 19
Subat 2026
Gokhan Ak*

Ozet

Diaspora sorunu, son yillarda ¢ok sayida teorik ve ampirik ¢aligmanin konusu
olmustur. Hizla kiiresellesen bir diinyada, uluslararasi gogler ve ulasim ve iletisim
sistemlerindeki gelismeler, diaspora topluluklarini hem anavatanlarinin hem de
yeni anavatanlarinin sinirlarina itmistir. Zorunlu gogler, ulus-6tesi diasporalarin
olusumunun ardindaki baslica itici giiglerden biridir. Bu baglamda, 1900’lerin
baslarindan beri Tiirkiye’den Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’ne ve gesitli Avrupa
iilkelerine gergeklesen Ermeni go¢leri de Ermeni diasporasinin olusumuna katkida
bulunmustur. Bu ¢alisma, literatiirdeki teorik ve ampirik tartigmalar 1s18inda,
Ermeni diasporasinin ulus-6tesi bir topluluk olarak kiiresel milliyet¢i-politik
Ermeni miicadelelerindeki yerini ve aragsallastirilmasini incelemeyi ve etkisi
kitalar aras1 uzanan Ermeni diasporasinin basarisina 11k tutmay1 amaglamaktadir.
Esasen nitel aragtirma metodolojisine dayanan bu caligma, bilimsel arastirma
yontemleri olarak igerik ve belge analizinden yararlanmig ve bilimsel verileri
agirhikli olarak iiniversite ve halk kiitiphanelerindeki kitap ve makalelerden
toplamistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ermenistan, Ermeni Diasporasi, Ulus-Otesi Cemaat,
Milliyetcilik, Ulus-Otesi Milliyetcilik.

aAssist. Prof. Dr., Istanbul Topkapi University, Faculty of Economic,
Administrative and Social Sciences, Department of Political Science and
International Relations (Eng.), gokhanak@topkapi.edu.tr, ORCID ID: 0000-0003-
0674-9699.
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The Instrumentalization of the Armenian Diaspora as a
Transnational Community in Armenian Politico-Nationalist
Struggles

Abstract

The issue of diaspora has been the subject of numerous theoretical and empirical
studies in recent years. In a rapidly globalizing world, international migrations and
advancements in transportation and communication systems have placed diaspora
communities on the margins of both their homeland and their new homeland.
Forced migrations are one of the main driving forces behind the formation of
transnational diasporas. In this context, Armenian migrations from Tiirkiye to the
United States and various European countries since the early 1900s have also
contributed to the formation of an Armenian diaspora. This study aims to examine
the place and instrumentalization of the Armenian diaspora as a transnational
community in global nationalist-political Armenian struggles in light of theoretical
and empirical discussions in the literature, and to shed light on the success of the
Armenian diaspora, whose influence extends across continents. This study basing
mainly on qualitative resesearh methodology had benefited from content and
document analysis as scientific research methods, and gathered scientific data
mainly from books and articles of university and public libraries.

Key Words: Armenia, Armenian Diaspora, Transnational Community,
Nationalism, Transnational Nationalism.
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Introduction

A diaspora is when an ethnic, religious, or cultural group, for various
reasons, leaves its homeland and becomes a minority in another
country. Therefore, diaspora signifies both a separation and
becoming a minority in a new homeland. Diasporas are inherently
complex and diverse. With globalization, rapidly developing
communication technologies and mass movements facilitate the
expansion of the influence of diasporas and their spread across a
wider geographical area. Diasporas, who do not shy away from
engaging in debates and conflicts in their homelands and host
countries, are able to influence their homelands through networks
formed by individuals who have previously experienced diaspora life
and those who played leading roles in it.

Armenians, who had settled in Anatolia for centuries, did not possess
a defined territory until after World War 1. They lived under the rule
of various states and always remained a minority. During World War
I, a large number of Armenians who were subjected to alleged
deportation by the Ottoman state migrated to Europe, America, and
Russia, believing they would find better living conditions. The
groups formed by Armenians who migrated to Europe and America,
along with factors such as feelings of loneliness in foreign countries,
kinship, and a shared destiny, brought Armenians living abroad
together and laid the foundations of today's Armenian diaspora. The
socio-political problems and human rights violations in the regions
they left behind have raised significant awareness in Europe and
America. Through lobbying efforts, the Armenian diaspora has
succeeded in drawing attention to the Armenian issue in many
countries.

Although the Armenian diaspora has remained kilometers away from
the ethnic conflicts in the Caucasus and the Middle East, it has been
one of the most important actors in this conflict. One of the greatest
aspirations of the Armenian diaspora is undoubtedly to create a
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foundation in the new world order where Armenians can be actors.
From this perspective, the continents of Europe and America have
become arenas where Armenians have once again engaged in a
struggle for identity. They have created numerous social networks,
particularly to revive Armenian nationalism and draw attention to the
ongoing war in their homeland. Television channels, newspapers,
magazines, and academic institutions have been established to keep
"Armenian consciousness" alive and garner support for the
"Armenian Issue."

Throughout history, Armenians living abroad due to forced
migrations have not only been uprooted from their homeland but
have also played a crucial role in defining and preserving their
identity, despite the necessity of adapting to their host countries. In
effect, they have demonstrated a far more unified and cohesive front
than Armenian nationalists, cleverly using their minority status to
their advantage in order to achieve a transnational definition, thus
finding a new method of exerting pressure on Tiirkiye. The Armenian
diaspora, conceived as a victimized diaspora, has, since the early
1990s, been making efforts to influence and shape world public
opinion, leading to the international recognition of Armenian
nationalism. In transnational nationalism, alongside the preservation
of Armenian identity and allegiance to Armenia, the awareness of
sharing the same history and destiny is influential. Thus, Armenian
nationalism, both within Armenia and abroad, complements each
other.

In this context, the first part of the study examines theoretical
discussions on concepts such as diaspora, transnational relations, and
long-distance nationalism; the second part analyzes the historical
background of the Armenian diaspora; and the third part analyzes the
social networks and publications of the Armenian diaspora. The
research results show that the Armenian diaspora is a very vibrant
and dynamic community. The Armenian diaspora not only develops
networks and fosters solidarity among Armenians within the
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diaspora, but also keeps alive the memory of developments, conflicts,
and the past in the homeland. Therefore, the highly politicized
Armenian diaspora takes sharp positions on ethnic conflicts and
political struggles in Tiirkiye.

Methodology and Literature Review

Within the scope of methodology, this study primarily adopts a
qualitative research methodology. This study utilizes fundamental
social science methods such as document analysis, content analysis,
systematic historical analysis, and discourse analysis, as well as
advanced research methods such as hermeneutics.

As part of this research’s literature review, a comprehensive search
of written and printed literature was conducted for this article to
obtain scientific data. Public and university libraries were frequently
visited, and their databases of written and printed works were
subjected to a rigorous literature review to obtain reference works.
However, this research did not utilize primary data methods and
sources such as interviews, surveys, observations, focus groups,
experiments, or interview techniques. Instead, the study primarily
utilized secondary data sources such as scientific books, articles,
reports, theses, book chapters, and full proceedings within the scope
of written and printed sources. These sources were primarily
searched and found in public and university libraries, and secondarily
on the internet. Those relevant to the topic and problem were
separately read and analyzed. The scientific information contained
within these sources was noted and classified in accordance with the
study plan of this article. They were then incorporated into the article
under the relevant heading, adhering to in-text citation and spelling
principles.

Theoretical Framework: Theoretic-Typological Approaches in Diaspora
Studies

Renowned diaspora theorist Robin Cohen (2008:3) states that one of
the main reasons for the popularity of diasporas is their transnational
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social networks and the cultural reactions they exhibit in the societies
they migrate to. The fact that diasporas are both distant from and
closely connected to their homeland, and simultaneously within the
culture of the host countries but distanced from assimilation, attracts
the attention of researchers.

The term diaspora, in the expansion of its theoretical framework, was
used to explain the dispersal of Africans, Armenians, Greeks, and
Jews from their homelands (Cohen, 2008:4). Another topic
emphasized in the general diaspora literature is the codes associated
with general diaspora experiences. These codes, such as "home away
from homeland," "being caught in between," "between two cultures,"
"hybridity," "double ties," and many others, have contributed to the
expansion and increased interest in the field (Brubaker, 2005:3-5).

James Clifford also put forth considerable theoretical-typological
approaches in diaspora studies. According to Clifford (1994:302), the
diaspora emerged as a result of the increase in migration movements
over many years. It arose from the increasing discourse of the
victimized diaspora among these communities. It is emphasized that
this discourse of the victimized diaspora originated from its
identification with the Jewish diaspora (Clifford, 1994:302-303).
Jews who suffered oppression and genocide in Germany migrated to
different countries and drew attention to their suffering by expressing
their experience of living in the diaspora through the discourse of a
"victimized community." As Clifford (1994: 303) also points out, the
experiences within the Jewish diaspora served as a significant
example for other diaspora communities that emerged later.

Clifford (1994:306) notes that the shift between diaspora discourses
and experiences is an inevitable phenomenon. These shifts lead to a
conceptual misrepresentation of the diaspora. Clifford (1994:307)
also emphasizes that this concept is sometimes used as a term that
equates ethnicity and nationalism.
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Sheffer (2003:9) attributes this to the co-existence of concepts and
the blending of diaspora with "ethnic characteristics" and "ethnic
nationalism".

Dufoix (2011:27), while warning against conceptual confusion, also
emphasizes the need for experimental studies with the unique
historicity of diasporas for accurate definition and interpretation.
Therefore, historical causality must be emphasized in positivist
studies. Mass movements, especially diasporas, inherently involve a
historical process.

Researchers working on diasporas, such as Dufoix, Brubaker,
Cilfford, and Cohen, advise those conducting research on this topic
to approach it as a social process and a social movement (Dufoix,
2011; Brubaker, 2005; Cilfford, 1994; Cohen, 2008). In this context,
Safran (1991:85-90) classifies the common aspects of diasporas as
follows: (1) Dispersal in two or more places; (2) A common
homeland mythology; (3) Alienation from the country of migration;
(4) Desire to return to the homeland; (5) Ongoing relations with the
homeland.

While this classification is generally accepted in diaspora literature,
it is sometimes observed that only three of these five characteristics
are included as fundamental features. On the other hand, when the
term diaspora first came into use, it was used solely in the sense of
dispersal and exile. Although T6l6lyan (1991:4) viewed exile as a
state of mind, he emphasized that it was more closely related to
displacement. The concept of "homeland" internalized by individuals
living in exile has led them to constantly identify with their "land"
and "place of birth."

This situation also causes "traumas," an important concept used to
define diaspora. The state of mind caused by being in exile and the
constant myth of return actually make the place they live unbearable.
It is argued that individuals who cannot find happiness in their place
of residence try to prepare for a return to their homeland, and begin
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to engage in politics to free themselves from the pressures that drove
them into exile. In this respect, the myth of return serves the function
of creating politicized diaspora groups. Furthermore, this path also
represents a step taken against alienation from the exiled identity
(Dufoix, 2011:28).

The deep longing for the homeland that drives diasporic behavior
transforms into a collective idea of return among diaspora
communities; however, what makes return possible is the elimination
of the conditions that caused the migration. It is precisely at this point
that the diaspora enters the realm of political behavior in order to
make the homeland livable again. The foundation of the diaspora
rests on a traumatic separation from the homeland. These forms of
separation are the main dynamics that determine the diaspora's
subsequent relationship with the homeland. The diaspora's effort to
maintain its relationship with the homeland is fundamental to the
formation of identity. This is because complementary elements such
as religion, language, and phenotype, which contribute to the
formation of identity, are taken from the homeland (Dufoix, 2011:28-
30).

The answers to these questions are extremely important for
evaluating and understanding diaspora-homeland relations: To what
extent does the diaspora participate in events in the homeland? What
is the extent of political and administrative influence between the
diaspora and its homeland? How do changes in power and resources
affect relations between the homeland and the territories where the
diaspora is located? The answers to all these questions reveal the
relationships between diasporas. When looking at the general
diaspora literature, international connections of diaspora groups
emerge as an important connecting factor.
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Conceptual Framework: Visional-Notional Approaches in Diaspora Studies

Diaspora Studies as Being A “Time Machine”

For researchers, the concept of diaspora represents a kind of time
travel. Especially in the period after 1980, diaspora, which is included
in many disciplines, primarily sociology, has spread rapidly thanks to
these studies. It has even become a concept frequently referred to in
the media (Brubaker, 2005:7-8). The diaspora acts as an interface
between globalization and nation-states (Cohen, 2008:9). It serves as
a bridge between the host country and the motherland. At the same
time, the diaspora is driven by a desire to belong to other
transnational states and networks. Therefore, they identify their
existence with many ethnic groups that have experienced long-term
trauma.

According to the diaspora encyclopedia, the word is derived from the
Greek words "sperio and dia," meaning dispersion and scattering
(Bauman, 2000:314). Because the word diaspora describes people
who are forced to leave their homeland for any reason, it has been
translated into Turkish as "kopuntu" (separation/disconnection).
Through semantic expansion, this concept has become a term for
many phenomena; initially, it was used to describe the experiences of
Jews living outside Palestine, displaced Africans, exiled Armenians,
and Chinese living far from their homeland (Bauman, 2000:315;
Akarcay, 2025a:33).

Therefore, as can be seen, the diaspora, which is constantly
undergoing a semantic expansion, has gained a broader semantic
richness over time. For example, in recent years, the concept of
diaspora has been used in a wide range of meanings encompassing
various groups such as "refugees, migrants, guest workers, foreigners
coming to settle, asylum seekers, and ethnic-cultural communities."
This broad semantic richness of the diaspora is directly proportional
to globalization. Globalization is a concept that evokes cross-border
relations, and diasporas are communities that have moved away from
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their own borders. Given the extent of globalization in today's world,
communication with people living in various parts of the world can
be established through different means and methods. Therefore, wars,
oppression of ethnic groups, and economic mobility, primarily due to
globalization, have caused the term "diaspora" to acquire such a
broad meaning. In this expansion, the role of technological
advancements facilitating mass movements, along with all these
factors, cannot be denied. In our world where global economic
growth knows no boundaries and a new order is emerging, migration
movements have become much easier. Brubaker (2005:9-10)
attributes the popularity of diasporas to the large-scale growth in
international migration.

States, Nations, and Transnational Relations

Transnational relations refer to relationships between individuals
living within the borders of multiple states and their interactions
within the normative order, legal and theoretical systems, and
practical applications of those states (Faist, 2003:282). In today's
world, transnational relations can be interpreted as the outward
manifestation of practices carried out by political, social, or migrant
groups that transcend borders. The formation of transnational
relations is largely related to mass movements and gives rise to cross-
border citizenship and multicultural societal structures.

Human movements that transcend the borders of nation-states point
to a sociological phenomenon with internal solidarity and its own
unique dynamics. It is evident that drawing specific boundaries for
people has become more difficult in modern times. Global relations
are paving the way for social interaction and evolving towards a
boundless world culture (Ihlamur Oner & Oner, 2012:480).
According to Giddens (1994:115-116), the most influential players in
this process are international companies and organizations. These
have also become capable of directing transnational relations. Thus,
diaspora spaces are directly related to this issue. Diasporas,
multinational corporations, human traffickers, drug dealers,

10
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businesspeople, migrant and refugee movements, human rights
activists, terrorist organizations, satellite television, and internet
communities -all producers of "multiple spaces"- are players in the
world without distances, produced by the global process. The
relationships and activities of the aforementioned actors transcend
nation-states. As a result of increasing studies on this subject in recent
years, the concept of transnational nationalism has been moved
beyond local nationalism (Vertovec, 1997:277-300).

Although it has an interdisciplinary application today, the concept of
transnationalism originated in international relations. It began to be
used for organizations and institutions with cross-border
relationships. The reason for using this concept is the need to
emphasize what lies beyond "national borders" for structures with
spheres of influence in more than one country (Vertovec, 1997:300-
302).

On the other hand, the transnational connections of immigrant and
diaspora groups are seen as constantly interacting with the world
beyond borders, much like a multinational corporation. Indeed,
today, immigrant and diaspora groups, through the policies they
pursue, are the source of a dynamic interaction between their
homeland and host countries. In fact, the origins of this interaction
are related to the restructuring process of global capital. This is
because socio-economic and socio-political disruptions in countries
of origin, especially post-colonial countries, have led to global capital
inflows, borrowing, and economic contractions in countries
experiencing this process. The disruption of the natural life cycles of
people living in these countries has led to uncontrollable waves of
migration to global metropolises. As a result, migrant groups settling
in and taking root in host countries have continued to be intertwined
with the social and political lives of their countries of origin. The
involvement of migrants in professional criminal organizations
engaged in drug trafficking and smuggling, which continue to exist
beyond the nation-state, has become inevitable. Migrant groups have

11
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been or are involved in such activities because they can more easily
cross multiple national borders (Faist, 2003; Giddens, 1994;
Vertovec, 1997; Akargay, 2025b).

One of the most important pillars of maintaining cross-border
relations is undoubtedly new communication technologies. These
technologies have made it easier for transnational communities to
establish robust and effective social networks. According to Faist
(2003:282), diasporas have developed their own communication
tools as a result of these developments. In fact, the concept of
"diasporic media" has transcended the boundaries of the nation-state
in this process, giving rise to an alternative media. Satellite television
and extensive internet networks both facilitate communication with
the homeland and have a homogenizing effect on groups in host
countries.

The internet, which plays a significant role in the independence
struggles of ethno-national groups with international networks, has
undertaken a serious task in the formation of national identity,
especially in recent years. Indeed, the effective use of this network
among Western Muslims has led to descriptions of the emergence of
a "virtual ummah" (Muslim community). Both communication
networks and the inherent homeland tendencies of diasporas draw
them closer to the circle of nationalism. In today's world, where
physical distance from the homeland is minimized by establishing
virtual proximity, diaspora groups continue to maintain long-distance
nationalism (Faist, 2003; Giddens, 1994; Vertovec, 1997).

Nationalism, Long-Distance Nationalism, and the Connection Between the
Armenian Diaspora Nationalism

Nationalism asserts that there is a deep sense of camaraderie among
members of a nation, regardless of gender, social class, or age. It is
practically impossible for all members of a nation to know each other
personally; however, with the help of mass media and educational
institutions that have championed the idea of the nation from the

12
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beginning, people are instilled with a sense of belonging to the same
community (Ozdemir et al., 2004:155-156).

Diaspora groups, living far from their homeland and immediate
social stimuli, attach great importance to nationalism in order to
counter ethnic disinformation. The nationalist attitudes of diaspora
groups are a common characteristic accepted in diaspora studies
conducted to date. For the diaspora, a nationalist attitude means being
conscious of their own ethnic and cultural identity. Diaspora groups
try to survive by drawing strength from this idea. Nationalism offers
important tools for developing a sense of "we" and establishing a
spirit of solidarity among scattered diaspora members (Ozdemir et
al., 2004:160-164).

The nationalist perceptions of first-generation Armenian immigrants
are primarily geared towards forming a "national consciousness."
Armenians are a community that keeps the trauma they experienced
during the 1915 events alive in their present identity. Being forced to
leave the lands they had lived on for thousands of years, suffering
great losses in the process, finding themselves powerless and
defenseless against an institutional mechanism, and feeling the threat
of complete annihilation, exists as a feeling passed down from
generation to generation (Alver, 2012:778-779).

The most influential advocate of Armenian nationalism in this
context is the Armenian diaspora. In Armenian nationalism, where
the diaspora plays a decisive role, the recognition of the 1915 events
as alleged deportation and the preservation of the past take
precedence over all other issues. Considering the process, it is
believed that the diaspora had a significant influence on the
establishment of the Republic of Armenia. Located at the intersection
of the host country and the homeland, the diaspora and immigrant
groups represent a transnational space. At its core, dual allegiances
can be categorized as the establishment of political lobbies and
diasporic structures in the host country, in favor of the homeland and

13
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its political agenda. In this context, diasporic refugees and migrants
act as long-distance nationalists, devising ideologies and practices to
declare that they do not only identify with their former homeland but
also organize their daily actions in the name of the host country
(Vertovec, 1997:303-305).

From this perspective, when examining the nationalist activities of
the Armenian diaspora, it becomes clear that the situation cannot be
independent of the theoretical framework. The only difference
between long-distance nationalism and local nationalism is physical
distance. The fundamental aim of the actions and ideologies is to
transform the community into a force capable of dying for the nation
through symbols and strong emotional ties. Since embracing
nationalism also involves an effort to belong to a place, a people, and
a heritage, nationalism is a very common phenomenon among
diaspora groups.

Historical Development of the Armenian Diaspora

The Emergence of the Armenian Diaspora

Armenians are among the oldest inhabitants of the Middle East. They
maintained their presence for a long time within the many
civilizations that rose and fell in Anatolia. Before the establishment
of the modern Armenian state, Armenians lived under the rule of the
Ottoman Empire, and throughout history they have seen many states
and have been constantly migrating. Armenians settled in Anatolia as
a result of Thracian migrations in the 8th century BC, and after living
there for a while, with the collapse of the Urartu state, in the early 6th
century BC, they settled in the lands around Lake Van, on the
condition of accepting the sovereignty of the Persian king and paying
him tribute. Later, with the fall of the Persian Empire, Armenians
became part of a series of states. After the Persians, they lived under
the rule of Alexander the Great, then successively under the
Seleucids, Romans, Byzantines, Seljuk Turks, and finally the
Ottoman Turks.

14
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Armenians, throughout their long period of residence in Anatolia,
never achieved complete independence, and from the second half of
the 19th century onwards, influenced by European states, they began
to stir up unrest in their homeland and express their desire for
independence. To achieve this, efforts were made to cultivate a sense
of nationalism among Armenian communities (Memis, 2005:1-2).
The history of the Armenian diaspora dates back to the 3rd century
AD. Initially, Armenian communities were forcibly relocated to
different regions by the Shah of Persia, and they faced similar
treatment under Byzantine rule. These migrations intensified
between the 7th and 14th centuries. Under various dominations,
Armenians were forcibly relocated or, finding the living conditions
unsuitable, migrated to countries such as Crimea, Ukraine, Romania,
and Poland. After the collapse of the Cilician state, Armenians began
to migrate to Italy, France, Syria, and other European countries
(Memis, 2005:5-6).

The truth is that Armenians have been the best traders in the East and
West since the 16th century, and when looking at the distribution of
the Armenian diaspora, it is seen that they are mostly located along
the Silk Road. Establishing commercial institutions in the countries
they went to, Armenians played an important role in the economic
conditions of those countries (Memis, 2005:7). Accordingly, Ilter
(1994:119-122) classifies the factors underlying Armenian
migrations that led to the formation of the Armenian diaspora as
follows: (1) Armenians' fondness for trade and wealth; (2) their
betrayal of the states they were subject to; (3) their exposure to
oppression and contempt because of their religious beliefs.
Armenians see themselves as one of the rare diasporas in the world
that has been able to adapt to different periods, different political and
cultural spaces, has not disappeared by dispersing, and has managed
to institutionalize and organize itself for its needs (Libaridian,
2001:166).
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The Treaty of San Stefano and the Berlin Conference, which
followed the 1877-78 Ottoman-Russian War, were the first
agreements to give the Armenian question an international
dimension. Russia, France, England, and Germany, who were
attempting to interfere in our internal affairs under the guise of
reforms concerning Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire, seized
the opportunity they had been waiting for. Seeking to exploit this
opportunity, Russia, France, England, and Germany incited
Armenian terrorist organizations with aspirations for independence,
leading to attacks against Turks in many regions of the Ottoman
Empire, all with the aim of dismembering the Ottoman Empire and
achieving their own interests.

While the influence of the "Nationalist Movement," the strongest
current of the 19th century, was significant in the Armenian rebellions
in the last century of the Ottoman Empire, the main factor instilling
the idea of an independent state among Armenians was the Armenian
Church (Giiriin, 1985:30). Armenian churches, far from their
religious educational purposes, became centers representing
Armenian nationalism. In 1892-1893, Armenians, led by the
Hunchak Committee, attempted a rebellion with demonstrations in
Yozgat, Kayseri, Corum, and the surrounding areas (Kiiciik,
1986:115-120). The members of the Hunchak Committee who
instigated this rebellion left Anatolia under British protection. After
this date, the active involvement of the Hunchak Committee
decreased, and it was gradually replaced by the Tashnak Committee
(Giirlin, 1985:160-161). While the Tashnak Committee instigated
rebellions in Anatolia, it also decided to take action in centers such
as Istanbul and Izmir. The Armenian rebellions, which began with the
Erzurum incident of 1890, reached their peak in 1895-1896. The last
of the rebellion attempts during the period that lasted until 1908 was
the 1905 Y1ldiz assassination attempt (Giiriin, 1985:161-162).

During World War I, as the Ottoman Empire focused on the
Caucasus, Syria, and Canakkale fronts, Armenian terrorist groups,
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taking advantage of the internal unrest, and influenced by external
forces, created all sorts of obstacles to hinder the army's operations
against the enemy. Some even joined the enemy ranks and attacked
innocent civilians (Sislii, 1990:110). As a result of the increasing
terrorist acts, the Ottoman state, with its alleged deportation (i.e.
migration) decree of May 27, 1915, relocated the Armenians who had
instigated the uprising to the Syrian region within Ottoman borders
(Stsli, 1990:110-111). After the end of World War I, the Ottoman
state decided on January 4, 1919, that those Armenians who had been
deported could return to their former places if they wished. Some of
the Armenians who were subjected to alleged deportation returned to
their former places, while a large number of them emigrated to
America, France, Germany, England, Iran and Russia, thinking that
they would find better living conditions there (Halagoglu, 2006:107).

The groupings formed by Armenians who migrated between 1915
and 1920, along with feelings of loneliness in a foreign country, a
sense of kinship, and a shared destiny, brought Armenians living
abroad together and laid the foundations of today's Armenian
diaspora. The possibility of obtaining precise information about the
population of the Armenian diaspora is limited due to factors such as
Armenian sources inflating the numbers, the continuation of
migration for various reasons, and the dispersal of the diaspora
population (Memis, 2005; Ilter, 2001; Siislii, 1990). Indeed, the
demographic mobility of Armenians continued for a long time; and
the number of Armenians living in the diaspora constantly changed.
The reasons for the increase in the Armenian population in the
diaspora are: migration due to many reasons, primarily economic,
World War I, the 1915 alleged deportations, the civil war in Lebanon
in the 1970s, the 1979 Iranian revolution and the dictatorial regimes
in Syria, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the economic
difficulties experienced by Armenia after its independence (Memis,
2005; ilter, 2001; Siislii, 1990; Halagoglu, 2006).
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Before the 1922 Lausanne Conference, scattered Armenian diaspora
groups came together and formed the "Armenian National
Committee." This body immediately began its work, presenting its
claims and, in order to realize these claims, sent letters to England,
France, Italy, and Greece during the preparatory phase of the
conference, attempting to form an alliance and cooperate with
various communities that had demands and claims over Turkish
territory. In other words, during the Lausanne Conference, they tried
to establish contact with all institutions, organizations, states, and
individuals that could act in favor of Armenians; they sought every
possible way and method (Uras, 1987:478). Failing to achieve its
demands at the Lausanne Conference, the Armenian diaspora slowed
down, solidified internally, revived in 1960, and in 1965, on the 50th
anniversary of the alleged Armenian alleged deportation, adopted a
new image, coming to the forefront with demands for a Greater
Armenia and recognition of the alleged deportation, and continued its
activities in this direction thereafter. II. Tiirkiye's entry into NATO
after the World War to counter the threat of communism, coupled
with the US and Europe's disregard for the Armenian diaspora during
these years, brought the Armenian diaspora even closer to the
Russians (Laginer, 2008:148).

Armenian Diaspora in the Period 1965-1990

The year 1965, marking the 50th anniversary of the 1915 events, was
marked by a rise in Armenian nationalism among all Armenians,
including those in the diaspora; the assassination of Turkish
diplomats abroad by a group of Armenian terrorists; demonstrations
in Lebanon commemorating the 50th anniversary of the alleged
Armenian deportation; the dissemination of anti-Tiirkiye propaganda
and the raising of territorial claims; and during demonstrations in
Moscow, the official recognition of the alleged Armenian deportation
claims and the demand for a monument to the 1915 events (Laginer,
2008:149-152). The lack of means by leaders to calm the
demonstrators, and even the inadequacy of religious leaders in this
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regard, contributed to the inability to prevent the events from
escalating.

Following this, unable to withstand the pressure, the Soviet
administration was able to somewhat end the Armenian oppression
by erecting the monument in 1968. As Laginer (2008:153-154) states,
since the target was Turks, Armenian nationalism achieved a
privileged position within Soviet Russia. Although rapprochement
began between the two countries during these years, it was severed
by the Armenian events, and steps were taken to support Armenian
claims. Demonstrations were not limited to Lebanon and Soviet
Russia; they took place almost all over the world at the same time,
followed by the erection of monuments, the organization of rallies,
and the spread of Armenian terrorism. Armenian nationalism had
progressed to such an extent that every Armenian in their location
had instilled in themselves the task of recounting the alleged
deportation claims. As can be understood, Armenians' activities and
goals regarding nationalism were not static, but rather increasing day
by day.

In the 1970s, Armenians resorted to terrorist acts against Turkish
diplomats to publicize or gain international recognition for their
claims. The first acts, which occurred in 1972 and 1973, were
individual in nature (Simsir, 2003:400). The first organized action
after that was the activities of the ASALA (Armenian Secret Army
for the Liberation of Armenia) terrorist organization, founded by
Agop Agopyan with Russian support during the Lebanese civil war
in 1975. This organization brought the alleged Armenian deportation
claims to the international arena. The ultimate goal of this
organization was to reclaim Tiirkiye's Eastern Anatolia region, unite
it with Soviet Armenia, and bring all Armenians under the Soviet
Union (Akgiin & Cemrek, 2010:11-12).

The first half of the 1980s saw continued terrorist activity, while the
second half subsided. Furthermore, the Israeli invasion of Lebanon
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led to the loss of ASALA's bases in Lebanon, forcing them to relocate
many of their activities to Syria. With ASALA's weakening, terrorism
gradually gave way to civilian propaganda. After 1985, the Armenian
diaspora, focusing on press, publishing, theater, and media, united
Armenians outside Armenia under the banner of alleged "deportation
awareness efforts." The 1980s witnessed the introduction of
resolutions to parliaments and local-level decisions in this context. In
particular, draft laws were debated and advanced to a certain point in
the legislatures of the US and France. While these countries claimed
there would be no change in their foreign policy, they could not
conceal the accusations leveled against Tirkiye by their party
members. In a sense, the Armenian diaspora has been successful,
achieving results through recognition resolutions passed in the
parliaments of various countries and by creating an image in world
public opinion of "the victimized Armenian against the oppressor
Turk" (Akgiin & Cemrek, 2010:13-16).

Throughout the 1980s, Armenian strategy remained largely a
diaspora movement due to the absence of an independent Armenian
state. The first phase of this movement involved working to gain
recognition of the alleged deportation in all Armenian-populated
areas, particularly in Western countries, and pressuring local and
high-level authorities to pass resolutions recognizing the claims. The
second phase involved linking the alleged Armenian deportation to
the Holocaust and promoting this link to world public opinion;
working to ensure that those who do not recognize this alleged
deportation are considered to have committed a crime. Thus, the
Armenian diaspora gained another supporter. The third phase
involved pressure on Armenian businesspeople, artists, and
academics to use the Armenian cause at every opportunity in their
professions, and efforts to include the concept of the alleged
Armenian deportation, especially in the primary school curriculum.
The final phase involved Tiirkiye's goal of full membership in the
European Community (EC) and the Armenians' efforts to have the
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issue of alleged deportation recognition accepted by some EC bodies
as a condition for full membership (Mazici, 2006:1019).

Following the end of the Cold War in 1990 and the dissolution of the
Soviet Union, the newly formed states found themselves isolated
within the system. These newly independent countries were
considered by imperialist powers primarily for their geopolitical and
geostrategic locations, and negotiations took place regarding their
division (Akarcay, 2020:187). After Armenia gained independence
on September 21, 1991, allegations of deportation were included in
the state's Declaration of Independence and Constitution.

Armenian Diaspora After 1991

With Armenia's independence in 1991, the Armenian diaspora
entered a new era and further increased its activities. After these
years, diaspora Armenian organizations pursued a policy of trying to
influence the governments of the countries they resided in through
alleged deportation claims. With Armenia's occupation of the
Nagorno-Karabakh region, which constitutes 20% of Azerbaijani
territory, in 1993, diaspora Armenians gained even more power and
this situation provided them with a supposed prestige (Alp,
2003:287). With Armenia's independence, diaspora Armenians, who
entered into efforts to influence Armenia's foreign policy,
strengthened their ties with Armenia and subsequently made
territorial demands against Tirkiye through propaganda about a
"Greater Armenia."

One of the issues affecting Turkish-Armenian relations is the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, which began in 1988, saw a ceasefire
declared in 1994, but remains unresolved. Negotiations aimed at
resolving the issue within the framework of the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) have yielded no results.
Armenia's occupation of Azerbaijani territory contradicts its
membership obligations in the OSCE and the Council of Europe.
Armenia is making efforts to make its occupation of Azerbaijani
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territory permanent. It has also been alleged that Armenia is pursuing
an irredentist policy towards Armenians living in the Javakheti region
of Georgia, and even that it aims to create a second Karabakh within
Georgia. Developments after September 11, 2001, have increased the
importance of Georgia's territorial integrity for the United States,
reducing the likelihood of a conflict similar to the one in Karabakh
in Georgia (Ural & Caykiran, 2011:121).

Robert Kocharyan, elected President of Armenia in 1998 after
Khalafist Ter Petrosyan, ended Petrosyan's seemingly moderate
policy towards Tiirkiye and made the international recognition of the
alleged Armenian deportation a priority for Armenia's foreign policy.
After Petrosyan's removal from power, alleged deportation
allegations against Tiirkiye continued systematically. From this point
on, the Armenian government began an active policy to persuade
other countries to recognize the alleged deportation. Kocharyan's
refusal to sign a protocol with Tiirkiye confirming the mutual
territorial integrity and inviolability of borders, despite violating
international law, was the first step in his actions against Tiirkiye
(Ural & Caykiran, 2011:122).

In 2005, the ninetieth anniversary of the alleged Armenian
deportation of 1915, Armenian diaspora members, particularly
wealthy businessmen and artists living in the US, staged dramatic
theatrical performances in the US, Europe, and many other parts of
the world, manipulating people's emotions to promote the alleged
deportation (Ari, 2009:293-296). Armenia has used churches,
associations, parties, the press, and most importantly, the Armenian
diaspora to promote the alleged deportation and its claims regarding
historical territories, aiming to create an image of an oppressed nation
in the world in order to attract Western economic aid and seek its
tolerance.

In 2005, it can be said that the Armenian diaspora partially achieved
its goal of keeping the Armenian issue on the agenda before Tiirkiye's

22



Istanbul Kent University Journal of Political, Social and Strategic Research
Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik Aragtirmalar Dergisi
KENTUSAMDER

full membership negotiations with the EU. The tensions in Germany
and France, particularly before the negotiation process, and the
Armenian diaspora's activities commemorating the ninetieth
anniversary of the alleged deportation, were, as expected, large-scale.
Armenian organizations, especially in the US and Europe, negatively
impacted Tiirkiye's relations with other countries through their
lobbying efforts on governments and the events they organized to
bring the alleged deportation claims to the international arena. Since
2010, the Armenian diaspora has adopted a large-scale strategy to
become one of the biggest problems facing Tiirkiye's international
relations, incorporating their alleged deportation campaigns into the
politics of the countries where they reside.

Analysis of the Instrumentalization of the Armenian Diaspora as a
Transnational Community in Armenian Politico-Nationalist Struggles

Essentially, the issue of transnational nationalism, related to distinct
types of activity and society that explain transnational relations, is
increasingly gaining a special position in social science research.
Transnational nationalism differs from the concept of "international”
in that it focuses on the non-state sphere of relations (civil sphere)
between people, nations, and groups, rather than "formal" relations
between states and societies. More clearly, transnational nationalism
presents a conceptual difference through the relationship established
by social units, actors separated from different states/societies,
sharing certain common characteristics (Ben-Rafael, 2008:4-8).
Within this context, the formation of transnational social spaces,
which is increasingly appearing in the literature, has not only brought
new topics to the agenda of migration research but has also
significantly changed the way international migration is approached
and examined from conceptual and methodological perspectives
(Ben-Rafael, 2008:9-10).

The most important point in the relationship between the concept of
transnational nationalism and the concept of diaspora is the reflection
of the socialization processes that migrants undergo in their countries
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of origin on transnational social spheres and their impact on diaspora
identity. Indeed, the migration of individuals forming a diaspora does
not mean that they will leave behind the identity elements formed in
their homeland. It should not be overlooked that diaspora members
born and raised in the host state will also be influenced by this
transnational social sphere. Another important point to emphasize
here is that the transnational social sphere is formed both in the host
state and in the homeland. Therefore, it is possible to speak of a
transnational social sphere that is shaped by and encompasses the
interactions and communication with both countries (Ben-Rafael,
2008:11-14).

Considering the concept of transnational nationalism, it can be said
that the Armenian diaspora is relatively well-organized and
networked despite differences in country of origin, reasons for
migration, and social structure. In addition to preserving Armenian
identity and loyalty to Armenia, the awareness of sharing the same
history and destiny is also effective in organization, and cultural
symbols are utilized throughout history.

The Armenian diaspora, scattered across Europe and the Americas,
exhibits a transnational characteristic and attempts to reproduce
Armenian culture and identity through media and publications, social
networks, and psychological motivation. In this context, the
Armenian diaspora also includes groups whose lifestyles are defined
by ethnic, religious, professional, or other characteristics, and who,
for economic purposes, disperse beyond the borders of the nation-
state to try and survive. This section of the study will analyze how
the Armenian diaspora influences world public opinion using media
and publications, social networks, and psychological motivation.

Media and Publications

Especially in the last twenty years, the Armenian diaspora has
achieved significant economic and political power in Europe and
America. With this power, it has made a significant contribution to
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the development of Armenian culture and identity. The aim of these
activities can be summarized as making the claim that Armenians
were subjected to alleged deportation known as widely as possible
worldwide and trying to get some national parliaments to pass
resolutions recognizing the alleged deportation. The diaspora has
published many television channels, newspapers, and magazines to
both raise awareness in the international public about the problems
experienced in the homeland and to prevent the assimilation of
Armenians living in the diaspora. The years 1990 and onwards have
been years in which many developments have occurred in this regard.
Many books have been written to prove that Armenians were victims
of alleged deportation, most of which appear to be scholarly. While
previously only Armenians wrote works on the alleged deportation,
in recent years it has been observed that non-Armenians have also
begun to write (http://www.genocide-museum.am/trk/International-
Journal-of-AGS.php).

Media and visual communication tools are a very effective
mechanism for reaching people globally. They also have the ability
to influence people and shape public opinion. The diaspora aims to
use these powers to create a worldwide impact on people. To this end,
the first area where visual media will be used is cinema. Numerous
documentary films exist, and these are usually shown on television
in many countries, primarily the USA, France, Germany, and
Lebanon, in April. Since visual material regarding 1915 is scarce,
some of what is used in these films is fabricated, and the veracity of
some is debatable. These issues regarding visual material also apply
to the alleged deportation exhibitions that open every April (Laginer
& Kantarci, 2002:25-30). Three high-budget films on the alleged
deportation are particularly noteworthy. These are "Mayrig
(Mother)," directed by the Armenian-born French director Henri
Verneuil (Ashot Malakyan) in 1991; "Ararat (Mount Ararat),"
directed by the Armenian-born Canadian director Atom Egoyan in
2002; and "The Lark Farm," directed by the Italian directors the
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Taviani brothers n 2007
(http://www.agos.com.tr/tr/yazi/7001/sinemada-1915-aciyi-anlatan-film-
henuz-yapilmadi).

Existing Armenian sources do not provide information on how much
is spent on writing and publishing books and articles, organizing
various conferences and exhibitions, writing literary works,
producing plays, documentaries and feature films, and political
activities, which are examined in a separate section. However, while
it is impossible to reach definitive conclusions, it is possible to make
an estimate. For example, Weems (2002:373-374) states that
Armenians spend $14 million annually on the election of US
congressional members and that the cost of the film Ararat exceeded
$15 million. If we add to these single expenditure items the
aforementioned scientific books, articles, novels, poems, plays,
films, exhibitions, and various meetings, and if we consider that such
activities are carried out not only in the US but also in other countries,
primarily France, Canada, Germany, and Lebanon, the total figure
would reach one hundred million dollars annually.

Since the early 1990s, the world has been surrounded by the internet,
which is described as a communication machine consisting of a
network of large-scale senders, receivers, and computers. The
internet and social media, referred to as new media, have broken the
monopoly of information transmission held by traditional media.
Diaspora Armenians can access a wide range of information through
new and social media, share information within and outside the
diaspora, and participate in discussion forums. Social media
platforms such as Twitter (now X), Facebook, and YouTube, various
blogs, and the websites of official and civil organizations play an
important role in this context. The internet, which offers an
information infrastructure independent of the state where social
movements can be organized, empowers diaspora Armenians. In
addition to email and chat rooms, social media offers families,
relatives, and groups living in geographically diverse locations new
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forms of communication and dialogue that are fast, effective, and
cost-effective, strengthening their relationships. Many platforms and
news portals have been established on social media. On these
platforms and news portals, diaspora members can access many news
categories related to their countries and share their experiences
(Kumkale, 2007:59-62).

The Armenian diaspora, exhibiting both traditional and modern
diaspora characteristics, is moving towards a digital diaspora
structure. Diaspora Armenians are strengthening their ties with
Armenia by effectively using digital media technology and are
employing new media as a tool in their struggle against political
opponents.

Social Networks

The development of Armenian social networks in Europe and
America is directly proportional to the mass migrations to these
regions. After the 1915 alleged deportations, when Armenians
migrated to countries where they did not know the language and
where there were foreign and prejudiced cultures, they were able to
preserve their existence through community solidarity. The largest
Armenian diaspora communities, spread across different continents,
are located in the USA, Russia, Europe (primarily France), Georgia,
South America, and Australia. Armenian migration from the Ottoman
Empire to America and Australia began with the trade agreements of
1830 and 1862; Today, the American Armenian community has
reached thousands of organizations and significant economic and
political power (Ar1, 2009:293-296). From the 19th century onwards,
when France, where the majority of Armenians in Europe live, began
to show interest in Ottoman Armenians, Armenians migrated to that
country. While the French Armenian community began to organize
in the 1880s, after 1890 it became a driving force in propaganda
regarding the persecution of Armenians by the Ottomans (Laginer,
2008:87-90). The wave of migration that increased after World War [
and the Turkish War of Independence continued until World War II.
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Migrations from Soviet Armenia, Anatolia, Syria, Lebanon, and
Greece to France led to the relocation of the centers of Armenian
organizations in the region to France. Thus, France became the center
of the Armenian Diaspora in Europe.

Armenian communities in the diaspora differ in their origins,
formations, lifestyles, and status in the countries where they reside
(Libaridian, 2001:167-169). Although the majority were formed
before the 1915 alleged deportations, their populations have
increased since then. They have different lifestyles depending on the
cultural adaptation processes and assimilation policies in the
countries where they live. Relationships among Armenians who
formed the diaspora through different migration flows have been
divided and fragmented due to disagreements, mistrust, prejudice,
and hatred. While some diaspora Armenians face legal privileges or
restrictions in some countries, most are recognized as citizens. On the
other hand, many Armenians, such as those living in Moscow or
those who migrated from Azerbaijan and Armenia to the West, do not
consider themselves part of the diaspora. Furthermore, it is possible
to find different data regarding the number of diaspora Armenians.
According to Freedman (2008:52), the Armenian population
worldwide, based partly on information provided by Armenians in
the diaspora and partly on information compiled from Armenian
media, is over 10 million. Libaridian (2001:169), on the other hand,
states that the diaspora population is realistically estimated to be
around 4-5 million, noting that the largest diaspora communities are
in the USA, Russia, and France. As can be seen, the discrepancies in
Armenian sources regarding the population of diaspora Armenians
stem from reasons such as the effort to inflate the Armenian
population, the dispersion of the diaspora, and the prioritization of
citizenship in the country of residence.

Armenians in the diaspora faced problems such as prejudice and
discrimination, economic hardship, cultural integration issues, and
language barriers. Therefore, resolving the problems of those who
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emigrated occupied the diaspora's agenda for a long time. In the
1950s, under the influence of the Cold War, the diaspora experienced
ideological divisions and internal conflicts, and focused on achieving
unity at the institutional and organizational levels. Despite attempts
to achieve unity within the church, parties, and communities,
divisions within the diaspora could not be prevented. Nevertheless,
efforts were made throughout the Cold War to prevent the
assimilation of the younger generation. Undoubtedly, the most
effective initiative in this regard is the legacy of the alleged
deportation. Due to the decrease in ideological divisions and the
increase in organizational capacity, Armenian organizations in the
diaspora continued to diversify their organization and activities in
political, religious, economic, social, and cultural fields (Karagiil,
2006:571-575). Diaspora parties, which played a significant role in
raising awareness and organizing Armenians in the diaspora,
addressed everything related to Armenians within the framework of
the Armenian Cause (Hay Tad), and after 1965, "recognition of the
alleged deportation" became the most important issue for the
Armenian Cause (Laciner, 2008:145). Although these parties differed
in their ideologies, methods of operation, and goals, they were united
on the issue of alleged deportation and hostility towards Turks.

Armenians in the diaspora have maintained a sense of solidarity
through religious, economic, and social aid organizations; they live
as an organized community in their respective countries and continue
to support each other. The diaspora has numerous institutions
conducting and supporting educational and research activities,
including schools, research centers, training centers, associations,
and foundations. Many diaspora organizations are active in Armenian
culture, art, music, and literature. Media outlets owned by diaspora
Armenians, such as television, radio, newspapers, magazines, and
publishing houses, contribute to solving the problems of the
Armenian community and protecting its interests. Youth
organizations have been established to foster Armenian identity
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among young people in the diaspora and to prevent assimilation. In
addition to Armenian organizations in the political, cultural,
financial, and educational fields, they have also engaged in mutual
aid and solidarity through health, professional solidarity, social,
minority, community, and women's organizations (Kantarci,
2001:88-92).

Armenian organizations in the diaspora, thanks to their diversity and
high level of organization, are able to engage in activities appropriate
to the conditions of the countries in which they reside. Uras
(1987:491-498) has grouped the activities carried out by Armenians
living in the diaspora against Tiirkiye under three main headings:

- Activities aimed at achieving Armenian unity. These include
building monuments, press and publishing activities, and religious
and cultural ceremonies.

- Activities aimed at creating international public opinion on the
Armenian  cause. International publications, declarations,
conferences, symposiums, and similar initiatives fall into this group.

- Activities carried out in favor of Armenians in international
organizations and states. In particular, attempts to have resolutions
regarding the alleged Armenian deportation adopted in the
parliaments of some states and in the general assemblies of
international organizations are examples of these activities.

Conclusion

Understanding and including the diaspora in the solution of the
Armenian question is crucial. The diaspora is the gateway and point
of contact for the Armenian question with the West; and it acts as a
moderator between the West and Armenians. Diasporas are
communities that have relations with both the homeland and the host
society, but have not been able to fully synchronize with either,
remaining on the margins. They have very strong ties with the
homeland. They generally take sharp political positions regarding
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developments in the homeland. Through the networks, institutional
structures, and media outlets they have developed, they try to
influence processes in the homeland. In doing so, they develop an
effective solidarity system in the host country and act in favor of their
compatriots in the homeland and against the dominant system. They
attach great importance to events and changes occurring in the
homeland. This is no different for the Armenian diaspora. We are
talking about a mobilized community that keeps its ethnic identity
alive thanks to its developed social and institutional network, and a
diaspora that follows developments in the homeland in real time
through advanced communication technologies and migration
movements.

The Armenian diaspora, while trying to adapt to the new society it is
a part of, is also a community that has not been able to resolve its
problems with the homeland and has taken sharp political positions
to resolve these issues. With its developed social networks,
institutional structures, and financial resources, the Armenian
diaspora appears as a dynamic community that informs the West
about the Armenian issue, pressures it to take action, and works on
developments in Tiirkiye. The Armenian diaspora provides
significant financial support to the Republic of Armenia through its
financial and human resources, and also influences how Armenian
society perceives itself and the world through its intellectual capacity.
Through its social and cultural activities, it keeps ethnic
consciousness alive among Armenians in the diaspora, and it also
works in the name of the alleged deportation in US and European
capitals and political decision-making mechanisms, performing an
important public relations function.

The reason for the Armenian diaspora's sharp stance lies in its story
of separation from the homeland. Historically formed through forced
migrations, and therefore referred to as a victimized diaspora, the
Armenian diaspora began its attempts to exploit the legacy of the
alleged deportation in the 1960s. The ideology of the alleged
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deportation became a way out, a kind of salvation, for the younger
generation of Armenians in the diaspora who faced the threat of
assimilation. During the Cold War, the diaspora's agenda consisted of
internal community problems and efforts to promote the Armenian
cause through propaganda, terrorism, and similar means.
Developments in the 1990s marked a turning point for diaspora
Armenians. Conflicts and divisions within the diaspora began to give
way to cooperation. The diaspora was not only concerned with the
problems of the Armenian community, but also closely followed the
problems of Armenia and developments regarding Negorna
Karabakh.

Despite being geographically separated, Armenian diaspora
communities have shared a common sensitivity regarding issues
related to Armenia and Karabakh. In other words, the dispersion of
the Armenian diaspora has been an indicator of its effectiveness, not
its division. Although the diaspora has experienced political and
ideological divisions in the past, it has managed to unite on common
ground regarding the alleged deportation allegations against Tiirkiye,
both in the past and present, and to act in coordination in such
activities. The fact that Armenian terrorism has existed for a long
period in various parts of the world, and the similarity of the
initiatives regarding the alleged Armenian deportation in the
diaspora, demonstrates the communication and cooperation within
the diaspora. Looking at recent developments, it is clearly possible to
see the cooperation between Armenian communities in the diaspora
and Armenia, and even the influence of the diaspora on Armenia.

Today's diaspora communities are politicized groups that influence
relations between host countries and their homelands. Diasporas do
not hesitate to engage in debates with the powers that dominate their
homelands. In Tiirkiye, where the diaspora is an actor in the ethnic
conflict, the recognition of the alleged deportation is a top priority in
the US and Europe. The flexible legal and political framework of the
US and Europe provides the diaspora with ample room for maneuver.
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As many researchers and writers have noted, the Armenian diaspora,
while being one of Armenia's largest financial resources, is also a
significant actor in realpolitik. Numerous diasporic social networks
are used for this purpose. Simultaneously, it expands its sphere of
influence through its extensive media network. The Armenian
diaspora's contribution to the increased prominence of the alleged
deportation issue in Tiirkiye since 2005 is considerable. Given the
power, influence, and activities of the Armenian diaspora, a
transnational movement, Tirkiye's need to constantly develop
strategies to address this issue is evident. Indeed, the Armenian
diaspora, by utilizing its connections, can become more powerful
than a nation.
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Ata Demirus?
Ozet

Kanada ve Danimarka, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri (ABD) i¢in her zaman hayati
bolgeler olmustur. Uzun bir siire boyunca bu bdlgeler, ABD hiikiimetleri
tarafindan dostane bir yaklagimla ele almmistir. Esasen Danimarka ve Britanya
gibi ilgili Avrupa iilkeleriyle kurulan giicli ittifaklar, bolgeyi ortak bir kolektif
giivenlik alani haline getirmistir. Ancak, ikinci Trump yoOnetimiyle birlikte
ABD'nin giivenlik perspektifi, ¢ok tarafliliktan tek tarafli bir yaklasima gegerek
biiyiik bir kirilma yasamistir. ikinci Trump yonetimi bu alanlari, ABD ulusal
giivenliginin bir uzantisi olarak gérmiistiir. Normal sartlarda ana akim uluslararasi
iligkiler (UT) literatiirii, bunun arkasindaki nedenleri jeopolitigin bir par¢as1 —yani
Rusya ve Cin'in olusturdugu gelecekteki potansiyel tehditler—olarak
degerlendirse de, ikinci Trump yonetiminin bu devletlerin olusturdugu tehdidi
abarttig1 goriilmektedir. Bu sebeple, makalede iki temel arastirma sorusuna
odaklanmaktadir: (i) ikinci Trump yonetiminin Amerikan ulusal giivenligini ulusal
gurur merkezli, kimlik temelli bir meseleye nasil doniistiirdiigii (ii) ve Kanada ile
Gronland’in algilanan ilhak girisimlerine nasil tepki verdigi. Calismanin temel
amaci, yalnizca maddi giivenlik ¢ikarlarina degil, ayn1 zamanda ulusal kimlik,
gurur ve gelecekteki ittifak siyasetine yonelik kaygilarin roliine odaklanarak,
geleneksel jeopolitik ve biiyiik gii¢ analizlerinin 6tesine gegen elestirel bir katki
sunmaktir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Ontolojik Giivenlik, Kanada, Gréonland, ABD Danimarka.
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Betrayals, Insecurities and Anxieties: The American
Annexation Attempts of Canada and Greenland

Abstract

Canada and Denmark has been always a vital areas for the United States (US). For
a long time, these areas are treated by the US governments cordially. Basically,
maintaining strong alliances with the respective European countries of Denmark
and Britain made the region a common collective security area. However, with the
second Trump administration, the security perspective of the US experienced a
rupture from multilateralism to unilateral approach. Second Trump administration
saw these areas as extension of the US national security. Normally, the mainstream
international relations (IR) looked on the reasons behind as part of geopolitics
namely the future potential threat posed by Russia and China, yet the second
Trump administration appear to be exaggerated the threat they possess. Therefore,
this article addresses two main research questions: (i) how the second Trump
administration transformed American national security into an identity-based
concern centered on national pride, (ii) and how Canada and Greenland responded
to perceived annexation attempts. The main aim of the study is to provide a critical
contribution that goes beyond traditional geopolitical and great power analyses by
examining not only material security interests but also the role of national identity,
pride, and anxieties over future alliance politics.

Keywords: Ontological Security, Canada, Greenland, US, Denmark.
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1. Introduction

Since Donald Trump’s return to office in January 2025, the US
foreign policy has followed a radical trajectory not witnessed even
during his first administration. What has emerged is a form of radical
unilateralism accompanied by an increasingly securitized foreign
policy approach. Traditionally, the United States has pursued such
measures primarily against its adversaries, such as Iran, China,
Russia, and Venezuela. However, during Trump’s second term, some
of its allies have also begun to be treated as “threats to national
security and American hegemony in the Western Hemisphere,” most
notably Canada and Greenland—two North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) allies that have been placed under constant
pressure by the Trump administration through annexationist rhetoric.

Within the traditional realist paradigm, these measures taken by the
Trump administration can be explained through aggressive
expansionism, the state’s desire for hegemony, and rational cost—
benefit calculations (Gilpin, 1999; Mearsheimer, 2001; Waltz,
1979). However, what is being experienced goes beyond material
interests alone. It also reflects a new form of psychological
competition and a performative display of power through narrative
construction and identity-building, as emphasized by ontological
security theory.

1.1. Methodology

In light of this problem, the research question consists of two
dimensions: (i) how the Trump administration was able to transform
American national security into an identity-based concern centered
on national pride, and (ii)) how Canada and Greenland have
responded to annexation attempts. It is hypothesized that the Trump
administration employed narratives of a “savior” role and a broader
“American constitutional family” to persuade the governments and
peoples of Canada and Greenland. Second, it is argued that, in order
to protect their physical security against annexation, both Canada
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and Greenland adopted narratives of betrayal and resistance to
subjugation in order to preserve their national pride and identity.

To make a significant contribution to the international relations
literature, the ontological security theory has been selected as the
primary analytical framework, as it emphasizes narratives,
continuity, and perceptions in shaping state identity rather than
focusing solely on material power.

Yet, this study does not exclude the rationality side of the US foreign
policy towards the Arctic security. The article also demonstrates the
geopolitical side of the Trump administration’s approach towards
Canada and Greenland. In fact, the ontological security theory does
not exclude rationality. The actors take decisions based on their
evaluations that seen as rational. If it is fit their pre-assumptions, they
act with respect to a certain direction.

In this article, the discourse analysis has been benefited. Namely, the
speeches of the politicians, narratives of the local population and
official state documents are part of the data, and accordingly, the aim
is to combine the core arguments of the ontological security theory
to the respective cases by examining Canada’s brief historical
relationship with the United States and its reactions to the Trump
administration’s annexation plans, and then the theory will be
synthesized through analyzing Greenland’s historical background
and its contemporary resistance to the American hegemony. In
addition, the aim is to make a futuristic scenario by using the
ontological security theory in order to make assumptions about the
trajectories that the US could potentially follow, such as isolationist
rupture from the European alliance or eventual annexation of Canada
and Greenland that might not be fiction.

2. The Literature on the Ontological Security Theory

Up to the present day, realism has survived as the dominant theory
in international relations. The theory offers a distinctly pessimistic
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view of international politics, portraying the international system as
anarchic and dominated by self-interested and power-seeking states.
For Mearsheimer, states are driven by security maximization, and in
pursuit of this goal they are prone to territorial and hegemonic
expansion (Mearsheimer, 2001). For Waltz, states are constantly
interested in hegemony; they form alliances to counter a prevailing
dominant power, yet once that power is defeated, former alliance
members go their separate ways in an attempt to become centers of
hegemony themselves (Waltz, 1979). In Gilpin’s account, when
states perceive the international system as unfair, they are more
likely to pursue expansion, as international politics becomes
dominated by cost—benefit calculations (Gilpin, 1999).

However, the ontological security theory offers a more valuable
alternative paradigm for understanding state behavior. The theory
emerged during the cultural turn of the late 1990s and early 2000s,
drawing on insights from psychoanalysis and sociology. The concept
of ontological security originally revolved around the individual
level and serves as a conceptual lens for understanding subjectivity
(Giddens, 1991; Laing, 1990). Building particularly on Giddens’s
work, many international relations scholars have emphasized the
importance of cognitive consistency and biographical continuity for
political actors (Kinnvall and Mitzen, 2020). Ontological security, in
Giddens’s terms, refers to “security as being” rather than “security
as survival,” which has traditionally dominated the field of
international relations (Giddens, 1991).

A key distinction within the ontological security theory is between
fear and anxiety. Conventional international relations theories focus
primarily on fear, which is a basic emotion directed toward a clearly
defined object and triggers adaptive responses such as fight or flight.
For realists, fear is the principal driving force of state behavior, as
uncertainty under anarchy leads states to fear one another’s
intentions. Anxiety, by contrast, lacks a clearly defined object and
refers to a more diffuse sense of uncertainty regarding developments
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that may threaten the subject’s sense of self and continuity (Kinnvall
and Mitzen, 2020).

The ontological security theory thus focuses on the relationship
between uncertainty, anxiety, and the capacity to maintain a stable
sense of self. When anxiety regarding identity continuity emerges in
contexts such as conflicts or systemic international crises, the risk of
tension or violence increases, as uncertainty over identity generates
ontological insecurity. Conversely, when actors feel ontologically
secure in their self-conceptions, the likelihood of conflict decreases
and is more likely to be replaced by cooperation and negotiation
(Kinnvall and Mitzen, 2017).

In international relations, states are composed of individual human
beings, whose identities are subject to constant (re)formation. As
Steele argues, states seek ontological security in order to maintain
consistent self-concepts that affirm how they understand themselves
(Steele, 2008). These self-concepts are constituted and sustained
through narratives that provide a coherent sense of purpose and
guide foreign policy behavior. In this sense, foreign policy becomes
an exercise in constructing and maintaining self-images and self-
narratives—an “imagined self’—through which states act in the
international system.

Historical examples illustrate this dynamic. During the American
Civil War (1861-1865), Britain considered intervening on behalf of
the Confederacy. However, as the conflict increasingly came to be
understood as a struggle against slavery, British policymakers
recognized that supporting the Confederacy would undermine
Britain’s self-image as a democratic and “liberating” power in
Europe. As a result, Britain refrained from intervention in order to
preserve its ontological security and self-narrative (Steele, 2008).

Another important debate concerns the relationship between
physical security and ontological security. For Tilly, states emerged
primarily to protect the physical security of their populations by
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developing strong economies and raising large, efficient armies
capable of countering internal and external threats (Tilly, 1990). As
Tilly famously coined, “war made the state and the state made wars.”
However, not all members of a state necessarily benefit equally from
this protection. In the process of creating centralized nation-states,
governments construct particular forms of nationalism that privilege
certain groups over others. Consequently, physical security is often
selectively distributed, serving those groups deemed most useful for
the construction and maintenance of state identity (Steele, 2008).

This discussion leads to a broader dilemma regarding whether states
prioritize physical security or ontological security. Physical security
concerns the protection of territorial integrity, whereas ontological
security relates to the preservation of a stable sense of self (Rumelili
and Adisonmez, 2020). Mainstream international relations theories
tend to assume that states prioritize physical security and pursue
national interests once territorial integrity is ensured. However,
ontological security scholars challenge this assumption, arguing that
states may at times prioritize the ontological security even at the
expense of the physical security. In order to maintain coherent self-
narratives and identity continuity, states may ignore material risks or
even construct imagined threats to sustain their sense of self.

A frequently cited example is Belgium’s decision to resist Germany
at the outset of the First World War. From a rationalist perspective,
this choice jeopardized Belgium’s physical security. However, Steele
argues that Belgium’s decision was driven by the desire to protect
“Belgian pride” and national identity, illustrating how ontological
security can outweigh physical survival concerns (Steele, 2008). A
similar logic applies to the issue of official apologies in international
politics. Great powers, or former great powers, often refuse to issue
formal apologies for past crimes—even when doing so would not
require territorial concessions or material reparations—because such
apologies threaten their self-image. Instead, they construct
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counterfactual narratives to justify their past actions and preserve
ontological security (Rumelili and Adisénmez, 2020; Steele, 2008).

This logic is also evident in contemporary relations between the
United States, Canada, and Denmark, the sovereign authority over
Greenland. The United States has persistently promoted
annexationist rhetoric by framing the issue in terms of its national
security concerns, while Canada and Denmark emphasize narratives
of national pride and resistance in order to avoid the humiliating
consequences of subjugation. In the following section, the historical
background and current state of relations between Canada and the
United States will be examined, with particular attention to
developments under the second Trump administration.

3. Canada’s Resistance to the “Little America” of the US

3.1. Historical Legacy of Economics on Canadian Ontological
Security

Canada’s modern history has been shaped by recurring trade shocks
originating from its closest allies and neighbors. In 1846, Britain
repealed the Corn Laws and adopted a free trade policy, a decision
that effectively ended Canada’s preferential access to British markets
and compelled Canada to turn toward the United States as an
alternative trade partner. The economic impact of this shift was so
significant that in 1849 hundreds of primarily English-speaking
Canadian merchants and reformers signed the so-called Montreal
Annexation Manifesto, which proposed annexation by the United
States (Chan, 2025). However, the movement failed to gain
widespread public support, largely because Canada regained access
to American markets through the signing of the Elgin—Marcy
Reciprocity Treaty in 1854.

The treaty established a period of reciprocal free trade between the
two countries; however, it was terminated in 1866, partly due to
American dissatisfaction with Britain over its perceived sympathy
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toward the Confederacy during the American Civil War. The loss of
preferential access to the US markets ultimately strengthened the
case for Canadian Confederation, which was achieved the following
year.

During the twentieth century, Canada experienced additional trade
shocks originating from the United States, which periodically
strained bilateral relations. The Smoot—Hawley Tariftf Act of 1930,
enacted during the Great Depression, prompted strong reactions in
Canada and encouraged a temporary economic reorientation toward
Britain. Similarly, during the Nixon administration, the United States
imposed a 10 percent tariff on all imports, including those from
Canada (Chan, 2025). Although these tariffs were short-lived, they
triggered significant shifts in Canadian economic and foreign policy,
which are discussed in the following sections.

In the twenty-first century, Canada—US trade relations again
encountered friction. The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001
severely disrupted cross-border trade flows. Later, during Barack
Obama’s presidency, the United States adopted the “Buy American”
stimulus policy, which required federally funded projects to source
iron, steel, and manufactured goods exclusively from domestic
producers (Smith, Ray, Raymond, Sienna, and Lilly, 2018). While
trade shocks from close allies are not typically expected to generate
ontological insecurity, these developments had substantial
repercussions for Canadian economic actors and caught the
Canadian state off guard, producing a sense of profound betrayal.
More importantly, these moments can be interpreted as critical
junctures that shaped both elite and public perceptions in Canada.

From an ontological security perspective, such historical episodes of
trade disruption and political friction prompted re-imaginations of
Canadian state identity and selective reinterpretations of
biographical continuity, as emphasized in the literature (Giddens,
1991). British free trade policies in 1846, the abrogation of
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reciprocity in 1866, and the Nixon shocks of 1971 can thus be
understood as generating existential anxiety for the Canadian state.
These moments constituted pivotal turning points in Canadian
national narratives and identity formation, closely tied to the
emergence and consolidation of Canada as a political entity. At the
same time, they intersected with shifts in American ontological
security narratives—such as the invocation of a “Great American
Constitutional Family” and references to Canada as a potential “51st
state”—which form part of the United States’ own biographical
narrative and increasingly clash with Canadian identity
constructions.

3.2. Trump 2.0: The US and Canada’s Ontological Security

The first weeks of President Trump’s second term introduced an
annexationist rhetoric unprecedented in the past century and a half
of Canada—US relations. From his election through his first month in
office, President Trump repeatedly referred to Canada as the “51st
state” in social media posts, including the circulation of a North
American map depicting Canada covered by the American flag. He
also consistently referred to then—Prime Minister Justin Trudeau as
“Governor Trudeau” (Chan, 2025).

This rhetoric stands in sharp contrast to that of previous US
administrations. Under earlier presidents, official discourse toward
Canada was overwhelmingly framed in terms of alliance, friendship,
and kinship. During the George W. Bush administration, for
example, Canada was frequently described through a “family”
narrative. Shortly after the September 11 attacks, President Bush
remarked in reference to Canada:

An amazing thing came up the other day. Somebody
said to me, well you know, in your speech to Congress,
there were some that looked affronted in Canada
because 1 didnt mention the name. [ didn't
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necessarily think it was important to praise a
brother—after all, we are talking about family (The
White House, 2001: n.p.).

Similar kinship narratives were employed by subsequent
multilateralist presidents. Former President Barack Obama stated in
one address that “The United States and Canada are not simply
allies, not simply neighbors; we are woven together like perhaps no
other two countries in the world. We're bound together by our
societies, by our economies, by our families” (White House, 2011:
n.p.). Former President Joe Biden likewise described Americans and
Canadians as “two peoples and two countries who share one heart”
(White House, 2023). In general, the rhetoric of previous
administrations—excluding Trump’s first term—emphasized shared
values, collective goals, and enduring friendship.

By contrast, the second Trump administration’s “5Ist state”
discourse represents a radical rupture in the biographical narratives
of both American and Canadian foreign policy. The long-standing
American discourse of kinship and partnership disappeared as the
administration prioritized an “America First” approach over
multilateral cooperation. For Canada, this shift was experienced as a
profound betrayal. Until 2025, Canada had regarded its relationship
with the United States as uniquely special—distinct even from its
ties with Britain—and had consistently cherished this “special
relationship” (Chan, 2025). Kinship, trust, and mutual affection
constituted central components of Canada’s ontological security.
Under Trump’s second term, however, Canada came to be treated as
an instrument of American national interest rather than as a partner.

Referring to Canada as a “51st state” and to its prime minister as a
“governor” reflects an imagined redefinition of US self-identity in
foreign policy terms, in which Canada is framed primarily as a
potential object of territorial expansion (Zellen, 2025). This
reframing was widely interpreted in Canada as an act of betrayal, a
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sentiment articulated clearly in one of former Prime Minister
Trudeau’s addresses:

From the beaches of Normandy to the mountains of the
Korean Peninsula, from the fields of Flanders to the
streets of Kandahar, we have fought and died alongside
you during your darkest hours. During the Iranian
hostage crisis, those 444 days, we worked around the
clock from your embassy to get your innocent
compatriots home. During the summer of 2005, when
Hurricane Katrina ravaged your great city of New
Orleans, or mere weeks ago, when we sent water
bombers to tackle the wildfires in California—during
the day the world stood still, September 11, 2001, when
we provided refuge to stranded passengers and
planes—we were always there, standing with you,
grieving with you, the American people (Chan, 2025:
173).

This address draws heavily on shared historical narratives,
emphasizing decades of solidarity and sacrifice. It highlights the
perceived rupture between two countries that had repeatedly stood
together, now seemingly dismissed by the United States without
regard for their shared past.

In light of these developments, Canada faces three possible strategic
options: maintaining the status quo, pursuing deeper integration with
the United States, or adopting a comprehensive long-term strategy
to strengthen its economy and other dimensions of national life in
order to reduce both material and identity-based vulnerability.
Among these options, Canada appears to have pursued the third. The
country found itself largely unprepared for the transformation of its
long-term ally, as the United States retreated from its role as a global
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leader and instead sought exclusive dominance over the Western
Hemisphere—an approach reminiscent of nineteenth-century US
foreign policy. American pressure on Canada through tariffs further
intensified this challenge. According to one analysis, “a hypothetical
25 percent American tariff on Canadian imports would deal a major
blow to Canada’s economy, with predictions of sharp GDP decline
and recession” (Mann, 2025: 23). Key industries such as aluminum,
steel, and lumber—highly dependent on access to the US market—
would be particularly affected under sustained tension (Mann, 2025).

These combined military and economic pressures triggered a
renewed Canadian identity discourse centered on Atlanticism.
Atlanticism emphasizes Canada’s Atlantic identity and its
commitment to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
prioritizing transatlantic solidarity while resisting Anglo-American
unilateralism. The objective is to enhance Canada’s standing in
international politics by strengthening ties with European allies.
Former Prime Minister Trudeau initiated this rhetorical shift
following the Trump administration’s “governor” remarks. Although
this confrontational environment ultimately contributed to Trudeau’s
resignation—partly due to perceptions that he was ill-prepared to
defend Canadian interests—his response set an important precedent
(Zellen, 2025).

His successor, Prime Minister Mark Carney, further advanced
Atlanticist rhetoric. In one address, Carney asserted: “The
Americans want our resources, our water, our land, our country.
Think about that. If they succeeded, they would destroy our way of
life” (Chan, 2025: 176). The Prime Carney like his predecessor
labeled by the President Trump as “governor” when he threatened
Canada for 100 percent tariffs on Canadian imports due to Canada’s
getting closer with the EU states as well as with China (Bacon,
2026). President himself made a tough response to that move. He
stated “Canada lives because of the United States. Remember that,
Mark the next time you make your statements” (Bacon, 2026: n.p.).
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The Prime Minister responded that speech which overlooks the
Canadian identity by asserting “Canada doesn t live because of the

United States. Canada thrives because we are Canadian” (Carney,
2026).

This discourse reflects a clash between Canada’s emerging
Atlanticist identity and the United States’ renewed “America First”
posture. Canada is increasingly balancing against US pressure by
aligning more closely with European partners. Some commentators
have even suggested that Canada has become “more European than
North American” and should consider joining the European Union
(The Economist, 2025). In a similar vein, the French President
Emmanuel Macron referred to Canada as “the most European of
non-European countries” (Chan, 2025: 177).

Taken together, these developments suggest that the Trump
administration’s “Little America” discourse has introduced another
major trauma into Canadian political history. This trauma is likely to
shape the post-Trump ontological security of both Canada and the
United States, with lasting consequences for bilateral relations.
Importantly, the rupture is not confined to political elites but extends
to society at large. According to a poll conducted on March 4, 2025,
by Alyrle and Colleto, 60 percent of respondents held a negative
impression of the United States—higher than the negative perception
of China at 58 percent. By contrast, the European Union was viewed
positively by 68 percent of respondents, while only 34 percent
expressed favorable views of the United States (Alyrle and Colleto,
2025). These findings suggest that the “Trump shock” may have
hardened public attitudes in ways that complicate long-term efforts
to repair the US image in Canada.

In short, when viewed through the realist concept of fear and the
ontological security framework’s notion of anxiety, the fear
dimension is evident in concerns over the potential economic
damage that American tariffs could inflict on the Canadian economy,
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as well as in apprehensions—however remote—regarding the long-
term possibility of annexation. Yet, anxiety has been more significant
in Canadian politics, particularly in relation to a perceived sense of
betrayal and the consequent redefinition of alliance politics from a
North American identity toward a more European-oriented identity.

4. Greenland: Becoming a Tool for Trump’s Securitizing Agenda

Compared to Canada, Greenland has been more directly affected by
the Trump administration’s annexationist discourse. In President
Trump’s worldview, Greenland is framed as a matter of national
security for the United States, as his imagined ontological security
narrative portrays the island as being increasingly surrounded by
Russian and Chinese naval activity. To understand how this
perception has emerged, it is necessary to first examine Greenland’s
historical background and then analyze the contemporary discursive
struggle surrounding its status.

4.1. The Brief History of Greenland and US Relations

Greenland is the world’s largest island and a semi-autonomous
territory of Denmark. The first European presence was recorded
when Norse explorers arrived and established settlements; however,
a permanent European presence began in 1721, when Denmark
formally colonized Greenland, a status that has continued ever since
(Siddiqui, 2025). United States interest in Greenland dates back to
1867, when then—Secretary of State William H. Seward proposed
purchasing Greenland alongside the acquisition of Alaska. Although
this proposal was not realized, it came close to being implemented
(Mosbey, 2025).

In the early twentieth century, diplomatic discussions emerged
concerning US interest in Greenland and the Danish West Indies.
These negotiations ultimately resulted in the US acquisition of the
Danish West Indies—now the US Virgin Islands—while Greenland
remained under Danish sovereignty. During this period, the Wilson
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administration declined to pursue the purchase of Greenland, and
Britain, which had also expressed interest due to Greenland’s
proximity to Canada, ultimately recognized Danish sovereignty as
well. Consequently, both the United States and Britain formally
acknowledged Denmark’s authority over Greenland.

During the Second World War, Denmark’s occupation by Nazi
Germany raised significant strategic concerns regarding Greenland.
Given its geographical proximity to Canada, the United States
framed Greenland within the scope of the Monroe Doctrine, which
aimed to preserve American dominance in the Western Hemisphere.
As aresult, the United States assumed responsibility for Greenland’s
defense and administration throughout the war (Mosbey, 2025).
Following the end of World War II, the United States returned
administrative control to Denmark but retained a military presence
on the island. As part of George Kennan’s containment strategy, the
United States deployed strategic bombers along the periphery of the
Soviet Union, further solidifying Greenland’s role in American
security planning (Mosbey, 2025).

These developments must also be understood in light of the enduring
legacy of colonialism shaping relations between Denmark and
Greenland. Over more than two centuries, the two societies have
become deeply intertwined through shared institutions, social norms,
and cultural practices. Today, many Danes and Greenlanders—and a
substantial number of Greenlandic youth—migrate to Denmark for
education and employment opportunities. Despite holding Danish
citizenship, many Greenlanders experience feelings of subordination
rooted in Denmark’s colonial legacy (Miller, 2025). Moreover,
Greenlanders frequently encounter prejudice within the Danish
society, where they are often stereotyped as belonging to isolated,
traditional communities marked by social challenges and substance
abuse. Conversely, Danes residing in Greenland also report
experiencing discrimination and hostility (Miller, 2025).
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This mutual tension reflects a broader clash of narratives between
the two populations. Denmark has long cultivated an image of
“Nordic exceptionalism,” portraying itself as a benevolent and
humane colonial power committed to Greenland’s development and
prosperity (Miller, 2025). Nevertheless, this narrative has not
prevented Greenlanders from pursuing an independence agenda.
Debates over Greenland’s constitutional future remain ongoing, with
strong public support for independence. This sentiment was evident
in the 2008 referendum on self-government, in which 75.54 percent
of voters supported greater autonomy (Zellen, 2025). Greenland’s
pursuit of independence has largely proceeded through bilateral
negotiations with Denmark. In 1979, Greenland was granted home
rule, and with the adoption of the Self-Government Act in 2009, it
achieved its current status as a semi-autonomous territory within the
Kingdom of Denmark.

To this day, Greenlanders continue to debate and pursue alternative
models of sovereignty, ranging from a Westphalian nation-state to
forms of indigenous self-determination. This unresolved
constitutional and identity question has recently been exploited by
the second Trump administration as an opportunity to advance its
annexationist discourse.

4.2. The American Territorial Ambitions for Greenland and
Securitizing Narrative

As noted above, US interest in Greenland dates back to the late
nineteenth century; however, renewed attention emerged in 2019
with the publication of the Department of Defense (DoD)’s Arctic
Strategy. This document articulated the strategic rationale for The
US defense policy toward Greenland, stating:

The North American Arctic region comprises the
northern approaches to the homeland and includes
sovereign U.S. territory, Alaska—home to significant
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U.S. defense infrastructure—and the sovereign
territory of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
allies, including Canada and the Kingdom of
Denmark’s autonomous territory of Greenland (DoD,
2019: 3).

The 2019 strategy further emphasized that Greenland is “vital to
homeland defense” (DoD, 2019). In this context, Greenland was
explicitly framed as a critical geopolitical asset, thereby expanding
the United States’ national security perception beyond its traditional
boundaries. This framing reflects what can be interpreted as an
expanded version of the Monroe Doctrine, in which insecurity is
increasingly perceived as originating in the Arctic region. The Arctic
is portrayed as the northern approach to the United States and as a
potential vector for threats to homeland security, functioning as a
strategic corridor between the Arctic and the North Atlantic. The
region’s importance is both concern for protecting American
national interests and as well as the keeping the American pride

Given this heightened securitization, it is unsurprising that President
Trump reiterated his ambitions regarding Greenland when
announcing his nominee for US ambassador to Denmark in
December 2025. On that occasion, he revived the narrative of
incorporating Greenland into the “American constitutional family,”
asserting that “for purposes of national security and freedom
throughout the world, the United States of America feels that
ownership and control of Greenland is an absolute necessity”
(Zellen, 2025). President Trump further integrated this claim into his
broader “Make America Great Again” (MAGA) rhetoric. In his
framing, the acquisition of Greenland was presented as serving the
collective good of the “Free World,” enhancing safety, strength, and
peace. Consequently, the MAGA narrative was symbolically
extended into ‘“Make Greenland Great Again,” portraying
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annexation as a defensive necessity against perceived Russian and
Chinese threats.

A closer examination of official discourse also reveals the
construction of a constitutive identity narrative directed at
Greenlanders themselves. In his address to Congress on March 5,
2025, President Trump declared: “We strongly support your right to
determine your own future, and if you choose, we welcome you into
the United States of America” (Miller, 2025: 40). This statement
framed Greenland’s potential incorporation into the United States as
voluntary and consistent with democratic self-determination,
implicitly invoking inclusion within the broader American
constitutional family. However, this conciliatory tone was
immediately followed by a more coercive assertion:

We need Greenland for national security—and even
international security—and we’re working with
everybody involved to try and get it. But we need it,
really, for world security. And I think we 're going to get
it. One way or the other, we're going to get it (Miller,
2025: 41).

The phrase “one way or the other” signals a markedly more
aggressive stance, implicitly suggesting that all means—including
military force—remain on the table. The underlying message is
clear: rejection by Greenlanders would not ultimately prevent US
acquisition. This rhetoric reflects a condition of ontological
insecurity within the Trump administration, whereby the failure of
external actors to recognize the United States’ self-defined identity
as a global protector generates tension and coercive posturing. This
dynamic is further reinforced by Trump’s promise that “We will keep
you safe. We will make you rich. Together, we will take Greenland to
heights like you have never thought possible before” (Miller, 2025,
42). In this narrative, the United States is cast as a “savior,” while
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Greenlanders are portrayed as incapable of ensuring their own
security—an imagery that carries strong colonial undertones and
implicitly frames Greenland as an “Orient” requiring rescue from
Denmark, Russia, and China.

This securitizing and colonial discourse was further reinforced by
US Secretary of State James David Vance during his visit to the
Pituffik Space Base in Greenland. In his remarks, Vance
characterized Denmark and Greenland as “allies that have failed to
keep pace,” accusing Denmark of being “underinvested” and
“unsuccessful” in managing its responsibilities toward Greenland in
the face of Russian and Chinese threats (Fox 29 Philadelphia, 2025).
His speech constructed a dichotomy between “brave Americans” and
European allies who had allegedly fallen behind, while
simultaneously describing Greenland as a “beautiful land with
beautiful people,” echoing President Trump’s paternalistic rhetoric
(Fox 29 Philadelphia, 2025).

In sum, the US discourse toward Greenland under the second Trump
administration combines a securitizing logic with a colonial
narrative. National security is consistently invoked as a justificatory
pretext, extending even to implicit threats of force, an option the
administration has never explicitly ruled out. From this perspective,
continued Greenlandic resistance to American dominance in the
Western Hemisphere is framed as unacceptable, reinforcing
President Trump’s repeated assertions that the United States would
acquire Greenland “one way or another” if necessary (Holland,
Mason, and Ericson, 2026).

4.3. Greenland’s Response Main Heading of the Article

Amid increasing US pressure, Greenlanders’ primary concern
centers on physical security, particularly the preservation of
sovereignty. The loss of sovereignty would not only undermine
territorial integrity but would also signify a humiliating
subordination to colonial rule for Greenland’s Indigenous
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population. Given the strong desire to distance themselves from
Danish colonial authority, Greenlandic officials have articulated a
clear and powerful counter-narrative. Most notably, they have
asserted that “Greenland is not for sale. The question has been asked
and firmly answered by the government of Greenland” (Miller, 2025,
45).

This statement directly references an alternative US strategy for
acquiring Greenland—namely, a proposed purchase rather than
military annexation. The United States has repeatedly signaled
interest in buying Greenland from Denmark, prompting Greenlandic
leaders to warn Copenhagen against any such transaction conducted
without Greenland’s consent. In this framing, Greenland positions
both Denmark and the United States as actors capable of
marginalizing its agency, rejecting any unilateral action that
disregards the authority of the Greenlandic government and the will
of its people.

Given Greenland’s semi-autonomous status and the strong public
support for independence, narratives centered on Westphalian
sovereignty and indigenous self-determination have become the
primary drivers of contemporary Greenlandic nationalism (Holland
etal., 2026). Consequently, the declaration that “Greenland is not for
sale” functions not merely as a policy statement but as an expression
of a newly consolidated national identity. It operates as a direct
counter-narrative to the Trump administration’s discourse of the
“Great American Constitutional Family,” reaffirming Greenland’s
claim to political autonomy, dignity, and self-defined sovereignty.

In summary, in contrast to the Canadian case, the realist fear factor
is more strongly manifested in the Greenlandic context, as the
prospect of losing sovereignty appears more credible. Moreover, fear
operates in conjunction with anxiety, since the loss of sovereignty
would entail the subordination of Greenlanders to a form of
American colonial rule. Consequently, the future of Greenlandic
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identity is contingent upon the preservation of sovereignty—namely,
the protection of the country’s physical security and political
autonomy. At the same time, significant uncertainty surrounds
Greenland’s future, particularly with regard to whether it will be
annexed or instead achieve full independence from Denmark.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study has examined the United States’ changing
stance toward Canada, Greenland, and Denmark by focusing on two
central questions: how the Trump administration transformed
American national security into an identity-based concern centered
on national pride, and how Canada and Greenland responded to
annexationist pressures.

The findings demonstrate that, from an ontological security
perspective, this period marked a significant shift in U.S. foreign
policy. Threat perceptions were expanded beyond traditional
external adversaries to include neighboring territories. Annexationist
discourse toward Canada and Greenland was justified through
narratives emphasizing the risk of future Russian and Chinese
influence. However, this discourse was not driven solely by strategic
calculations. It was also shaped by an effort to restore American
national pride and symbolically reclaim the United States’ historical
sphere of influence in the Western Hemisphere.

The securitization of these territories and the assumption of a
“protective” role over their populations became central components
of this strategy. Nevertheless, the intensity of pressure differed.
Canada was subjected primarily to rhetorical pressure, including
humiliating narratives such as being referred to as a “governor” or a
potential “51st state.” In contrast, Greenland faced more explicit
coercive signaling, including discussions that did not exclude the
potential use of military force, reflecting both geopolitical and
identity-based motivations.
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These policies generated counter-anxieties in both cases. Canada
responded by recalibrating its foreign policy orientation. It moved
toward a more Atlanticist and European-centered identity,
diversified its diplomatic alignments, and adopted a more
multilateral strategy to reduce dependence on the United States. This
included cautiously expanding relations with other global actors,
including China, in order to avoid overreliance on a single strategic
reference group.

In Greenland, annexationist rhetoric intensified fears of
subordination and strengthened the independence movement from
Denmark. Anti-colonial narratives directed at both Denmark and the
United States gained greater prominence. This process reinforced
Indigenous identity and contributed to a nation-building dynamic
aimed at achieving full sovereignty in a Westphalian sense.

Although U.S. rhetoric may soften in the post-Trump period, the
ontological insecurity produced by this episode is unlikely to
disappear. The anxieties surrounding sovereignty, identity, and
political autonomy in both Canada and Greenland are likely to
persist. Canada may continue deepening its European orientation
and maintaining a diversified security strategy, while Greenland’s
independence movement may gain further momentum.

Overall, the study shows that annexationist discourse did not simply
alter strategic alignments; it reshaped identity constructions, alliance
perceptions, and security narratives. These dynamics offer important
avenues for further research within the framework of critical security
studies.
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Bu calismanin amaci, Ilk Cag’dan itibaren giiniimiize diplomatik kariyerde
yasanan doniisiimlere deginmektir. {lk Cag’da diplomatik faaliyetleri yiiriiten
personeller “el¢i” olarak adlandirilirken Ronesans’tan itibaren “diplomat” olarak
adlandirilmaya baslanmistir. ilk Cag’da diplomatik faaliyetler gegici olarak
yiriitiilmekteyken Ronesans itibariyle siirekli olarak yiiriitilmeye baglamistir.
Bununla birlikte Tlk Cag’da siirekli olarak diplomatik faaliyetleri yiiriitebilecek
disisleri bakanliklart  kurulmamigken Ronesans’tan itibaren kurulmaya
baslanmistir. Diplomasi, 14.yy’dan 19.yy’ye kadar kurumsallagma siirecinde olup
bu siiregte 6zellikle 1648 Westphalia Baris1, 1815 Viyana Kongresi ve 1818 Aix-
la Chapelle Kongresi’yle birlikte diplomatlikta kurallar, prosediirlere,
siniflandirmalara ve ayricaliklara yonelik ilerlemeler kaydedilmistir. 20.yy’de ise
uluslararasi orgiitle diplomaside aktor haline gelmesiyle ve bircok diplomasi
tiirlerinin yayginlagsmasiyla diplomatlarin faaliyet alanlar1 da genislemistir. 21.
yy’ye gelindiginde ise diplomasi dijitallesmis olup bu dénemde sosyal aglarin
yayginlagmasiyla birlikte diplomasiye pek ¢ok yeni aktor dahil olmustur.
Boylelikle yeni nesil diplomatlik anlayisi ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu bakimdan caligma,
[lk Cag’dan giiniimiize kadar olan donem igerisinde diplomatik Kariyerin
doniistimiine yer vermesiyle dnem tagimaktadir.

Anahtar Kelime: diplomatik kariyer, diplomasi, el¢i, diplomat, yeni nesil
diplomat.
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From Envoy to Next-Generation Diplomat: Transformation
Process of Diplomatic Career

Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine the transformations in diplomatic careers from
antiquity to the present day. While personnel conducting diplomatic duties were
called "envoy" in antiquity, they began to be called "diplomat" with the
Renaissance. In antiquity, diplomatic duties were carried out temporarily, but with
the Renaissance, they became permanent. Diplomacy was in a process of
institutionalization from the 14th to the 19th century, and this progress was made
in rules, procedures, classifications, and privileges of diplomats. In the 20th
century, with the emergence of international organizations as actors in diplomacy
and the widespread of many types of diplomacy, the scope of diplomatic duties
also expanded. With the digitalization in the 21st century, understanding of a next-
generation diplomat has emerged and diplomacy has become digitalized. In this
context, this study is significant for its examination of the transformation of
diplomatic careers from antiquity to the present day.

Keyword: diplomatic career, diplomacy, envoy, diplomat, next-generation
diplomat.
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Giris

Diplomasi, insanligin baglangicindan bugiine dek hep var olmustur.
Ik Cag ve Orta Cag’da diplomasi elgilikler aras1 gegici olarak
yiiriitiilen bir alan olarak goriilmekteyken Ronesans doneminden
itibaren siirekli olarak yiiriitiilen bir alan olmustur. Bununla birlikte
bu donemden itibaren zaman igerisinde disisleri temsilcilikleri
kurulmaya baslanmis olup elgiler, disisleri temsilcilikleri tarafindan
gorevlendirilen ve atanan “diplomat” unvaninda personeller olarak
adlandirilmaya baslamistir. 1648 Westphalia Barigi, 1815 Viyana
Kongresi ve 1818 Aix-la Chapelle Kongresi’yle birlikte
diplomathigin kurallari, siniflandirilmast ve prosediirleri iizerinde
gelismeler kaydedilmistir. I. Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra Milletler
Cemiyeti’nin kurulmasiyla birlikte diplomatik faaliyetler sadece
devletler arasinda degil uluslararas1 Orgiitler arasinda da
yiriitilmeye baslanmistir. II. Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra mekik
diplomasisi, zorlayic1 diplomasi ve Onleyici diplomasi tiirlerinin
yayginlagsmasiyla birlikte diplomatik faaliyetlerin yiiriitiilme siireci
genislemistir. Bununla birlikte 1961 yilinda imzalanan “Diplomatik
Iliskiler Hakkinda Viyana Sozlesmesi” ile diplomatlara yonelik
ayricaliklar, dokunulmazliklar, kurallar ve prosediirlerle birlikte
diplomatik misyonun gorevleri net bir sekilde belirlenmistir. Soguk
Savas’tan sonra dijitallesmenin yayginlasmasiyla birlikte diplomasi
de dijitallesmeye baslamistir. Ozellikle 2000°li yillarda ortaya ¢ikan
Web 2.0 teknolojisiyle birlikte diplomasinin dijitallesme siireci
hizlanmigtir. Bu siiregte sosyal aglarin yayginlagmasi, web
sitelerinin ¢ogalmasi ve internet kullaniminin artmasiyla birlikte
diplomaside dijital teknolojilere duyulan ihtiya¢ artmistir.

Diplomasinin aktorleri I. Diinya Savasi’nin sonuna kadar devletler
ve dis isleri temsilcilikleri olmustur. Fakat I. Diinya Savast sonunda
Milletler Cemiyeti’nin kurulmasi ile uluslararast orgiitlerin diinya
siyaseti tizerindeki etkinliginin artmis olup diplomasinin aktorlerine
uluslararas1  oOrgiitler de dahil olmustur. 2000°1i yillarda
dijitallesmenin hizlanmasi, Web 2.0 donemine gegilmesi ile sosyal
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aglarin  yayginlasmasiyla birlikte diplomatik faaliyetlerde
diplomatlarin yani sira sivil toplum Orgiitleri, kamuoyu, kanaat
onderleri, kiiresel isletmeler, medya, baski — ¢ikar gruplari, bireyler
ve haber ajanslar1 da dahil olmustur (T. C. Cumhurbaskanligi
Iletisim Bagkanligi, ss. 17-18). Diplomasiye yeni aktdrlerin
girmesiyle birlikte yeni nesil diplomatlik anlayis1 ortaya ¢ikmustir.
Yeni nesil diplomatlik anlayisinda diplomasiyi yonlendiren ve
yiiriitenler sadece diplomat degil artik sivil toplum orgiitleri,
kamuoyu, kanaat dnderleri, kiiresel isletmeler, medya, baski — ¢ikar
gruplar1 ve haber ajanslar1 gibi aktorlerin dahil olmasiyla birlikte
diplomasinin yiiriitiilmesi siireci ¢ok aktorlii ve karmasik bir hale
gelmistir. Bununla birlikte yeni nesil diplomatlik anlayiginda
diplomatik faaliyetler ¢evrimigi iletisim teknolojileri, sosyal medya
platformlari, web siteleri, mobil uygulamalar gibi sosyal aglar
tizerinden anlik ve hizli bir sekilde yiiriitiilmektedir. Geleneksel
diplomatlik anlayisinda ise diplomatik faaliyetler biiytikelgcilik,
konsolosluk ve daimi temsilcilikler tarafindan prosediirlere ve
kurallara dayali olarak yiiriitiilmektedir:

1. Biiytikelgilik: Herhangi bir devletin baska bir devletteki birinci
temsilciligi olup iki devlet arasindaki birincil iletisim kanali olarak
islev gormektedir. Genel olarak ev sahibi devletin bagkentinde yer
almaktadir (Berrardi Immigration Law, t.y.). Biiylkelciligin ev
sahibi devlette kendi devletini temsil etmek, ev sahibi devletin
kurumlartyla temaslar kurmak, kendi vatandaslarinin ve uyruklarini
tastyan tiizel kisilerin haklarin1  korumak gibi gdrevleri
bulunmaktadir (T. C. Daisisleri Bakanlig, t. y.). Biylkelci
olmadiginda  yerine  maslahatgiizar  gdrevlendirilmektedir.
Biiyiikel¢inin kadrosunun biiyiikliigii ise génderen devletin ev sahibi
devletle iliskilerine ve ev sahibi devletin uluslararasi sistemdeki
yerine baglidir. Bu bakimdan biiyiikelcilik bazen sadece bir
biiyiikel¢i, miistesar, atase danigman veya katip gibi personelden
olusabilecegi gibi binlerce kisiden de olusabilmektedir (iskit, 2022,
s. 225-226).
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2. Konsolosluk: Gonderen devletin ev sahibi devlette yasayan
vatandaslarinin veya tiizel kisiliklerinin haklarini, menfaatlerini ve
hiirriyetini korumak amaciyla kendi vatandaslarmmin ev sahibi
devlete yonelik seyahat veya pasaport belgeleri i¢in vize islemlerini
yiiritmekle, kendi devletinin vatandaglhigini tasiyan gemi ve
ucaklarin miirettebati lizerinde teftis haklarin1 kullanmak, ev sahibi
devletteki gelismeler hakkina bilgi edinmek gibi gorevleri olan
ikincil iletisim kanalidir. Konsolosluklarin hangi kentlerde agilacagi
ise iki devlet arasinda yapilan anlagsmalarla belirlenmektedir.
Konsolosluklar ayni zamanda ev sahibi devlette kendi
vatandaslarinin 6lim, dogum, evlenme gibi islerinde de destek
olmaktadir (T. C. Adalet Bakanligi, 1963, s. 3).

3. Daimi Temsilcilik:  Uluslararast  kuruluslarda  gorev
yapmaktadirlar. Daimi temsilciliklerin bulundugu uluslararasi
kuruluslardaki faaliyetleri takip etmek, uluslararasi kuruluslarla
yapilan toplantilarda kendi devleti adina temsil etmek ve uluslararasi
kuruluslarla is birligini gelistirmeye yonelik girisimlerde bulunmaya
calismak gibi baglica gorevleri bulunmaktadir (T. C. Disisleri
Bakanligi, 2010, s. 10635). Bununla birlikte bulunduklari
uluslararas1  kuruluslardaki gelismeleri ve edindigi bilgileri
raporlayip 1ilgili birimlere iletmek, diger devletlerin daimi
temsilcileriyle diizenli olarak istisare etmek, kendi devletinin
tutumunu gosteren etkinlikler diizenlemek gibi gorevleri de
bulunmaktadir (T. C. Disigleri Bakanligy, t. y., s. 15). Kisacast daimi
temsilciler, kendi devletini bulundugu uluslararas1 kuruluslarda
temsil eden memurlardir. Bununla birlikte daimi temsilciler,
biiylikel¢i iinvanini da tagimaktadir. Daimi temsilcilerin igerisinde
meslek memuru olanlar merkez goérevine doniis yaptiginda bile
biiylikel¢i unvanini siirdiirmeye devam etmektedir (T. C. Disisleri
Bakanlig1, 2010, s. 10640).

Dijitallesmenin etkisiyle diplomatik faaliyetler, artik geleneksel
diplomasi gercevesinde degil dijital diplomasi adi altinda dijital
teknolojiler araciligiyla da yiiriitiilmektedir. Bununla birlikte
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devletler, dijital biiyiikel¢ilik ve dijital konsolosluk hizmetlerinin
bulundugu disisleri bakanligi web sitesi veya mobil uygulamasi
olusturarak gilinlimiizde biiyiikelgilik, konsolosluk ve daimi
temsilciliklerin faaliyetleri de dijital olarak yiiriitiilmektedir. Bu
baglamda geleneksel diplomasiye dayali diplomatlik anlayisinin
yani sira dijital teknolojiler tizerinde yiiriitiilen, karmasik ve birden
cok aktorlii yeni nesil diplomatlik anlayisi ortaya ¢ikmustir.

Ronesans Donemi Oncesinde Diplomatik Kariyer Anlayist

Insanhgin ilk donemlerinde topluluklar arasindaki iletisimi
yiirtitmek adina donemin kanaat dnderleri olarak goriilen itibarli ve
tecriibeli kigiler araciligiyla yiiritiilen arabuluculuk ve elgilik
faaliyetleri diplomasinin ilk 6rnekleri olarak goriilmektedir (Akman
& Okyay, 2022, s. 109). Zaman igerisinde sehir devletlerinin
kurulmasiyla birlikte bu faaliyetler, devletlerarasi diplomatik
kariyere evrilmistir. Ronesans Oncesinde diplomasi ad-hoc yani
gecici olarak yiiriitilmiistir. Bu ylizden diplomatik Kkariyer
yirlitenlerin  gorevleri gecici olmustur. Bu siire¢ igerisinde
devletlerarasi diplomasi genellikle mektup, belge, yazit gibi yazili
metinler aracilifiyla yiiriitiilmiis olup elgiler ellerindeki yazili
metinleri ilgili devlete sunmakla veya devletlerarasi antlagmalari
olusturmakla yiikiimlii olmustur. Elgiler bu dénemde hediye
gondermekle ve riigvet vermekle de gorevlendirilmistir, Ayrica bu
donemde elgiler, ilgili devlete yonelik gozlemlerini kayit altina
almakla ve ilgili devletin hiikiimdarinin cevabini not etmekle de
yiikiimlii olmustur (Podany, 2010, s. 30).

Ronesans oOncesi donemde giiniimiizde oldugu gibi elgilerin
dokunulmazlig1 esasit vardi fakat bazi uygarliklar bu esasi kimi
zaman dikkate almamaktaydi. Ornegin Tang Hanedanligi'nda
elcilerin  diplomatik ~ dokunulmazliklar1 ~ bulunmamaktaydi.
Diplomatik dokunulmazligi bulunmayan yabanci elgiler, herhangi
bir su¢ islediginde hanedanlik tarafindan tutuklanmig ve
yargilanmistir (Zhenping, 2022, s. 111). Tiirgis Kagan1 Su-Lu’nun
karis1 tarafindan Ahnsi’ye gonderilen bir el¢inin Ahnsi Genel Valisi
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Tu-hsien tarafindan dovdiiriiliip tutuklatilip bunun {izerine Su-lu
Kagan’in Ahnsi’ni kugatmasi bir baska 6rnektir . Bir diger 6rnek ise
Kipgaklar ile Ruslar arasindaki elgilik krizidir. 1093 yilinda
Kipcaklar ve Ruslar arasinda imzalanan barig antlagmasi, kisa bir
stire sonra Kipcaklar’in Kiev’i yagmalamasiyla bozulmustur. Bunun
ardindan tekrar baris1 saglamak adina gonderilen iki Kipgak elgisi
Ruslar tarafindan dldiirilmiistiir (Vardan, 2012, s. 225). Ronesans
doneminin 6ncesinde elgiler genel olarak haber veren, arabuluculuk
eden, miizakereleri yiirliten, casusluk yapan veya hediye veren
olarak goriilse de kimi uygarliklarda bunlarin bir kismi olarak
goriilmiistiir. Ornegin Cin Uygarligi'nda elgiler diger devletlere
haber veren ve onlarla olan iligskilerde aracilik eden biri olarak
goriilmiis olup antlagmalar1 tek basina miizakere etmek veya
imzalamak 6zelligine sahip olmamistir (Berber, 2022, s. 173). Bir
bagka oOrnek ise Antik Yunan Uygarligi’nda elgiler diplomatik
faaliyetleri goniillii olarak yiiriitmeyi benimsemekten onur duyan
kisiler olarak gorilmistiir.

Ronesans Doneminden Birinci Diinya Savasi’na Kadar Olan Siirecte
Diplomatik Kariyer Anlayisi

Ronesans’a kadar olan donem igerisinde gegici olarak ytiriitiilen
diplomatik faaliyetler Ronesans doneminden itibaren siirekli olarak
yirlitilmeye baslamistir. Siirekli elgiliklerin kurulmasiyla birlikte
diplomaside  kurumsallasma  silireci  baslamistir.  Ronesans
doneminden Once diplomatik kariyer “elgiler” {izerinden gegici
olarak yiiriitiilmekteyken konsolosluklar ve dis isleri kurumlarinin
varlig1 oldukga kisithidir. Siirekli elgiliklerin kurulusu ise 14.yy’ye
dayanmaktadir. 14. yiizyilda kuruldugu kabul edilen siirekli
elciliklerin ilk olarak ne zaman ve nerede kuruldugu konusunda
bircok farkli goriisler vardir. Ornek olarak Garett Mattingly’e gore
tarihteki ilk siirekli elgiligin 1341 yilinda Bavyera Prensligi’nde
kurulan Montava Temsilcigi’dir. Bununla birlikte Mattingly’e gore
karsilikli olarak agilan ilk siirekli el¢ilik faaliyetlerinin ise 1375-
1379 yillarinda birbirlerine siirekli diplomatik temsilcilik agan
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Milano ve Montava oldugunu belirtmektedir (Mattingly, 1959, s. 71-
72). Matthew Smith Anderson ise 1460’da Savoy’dan Roma’ya
gonderilmis olan elginin resmi bir sekilde ilk stirekli el¢i oldugunu
ve stirekli elgiligin bu donemden itibaren basladigini belirtmektedir
(Anderson, 1993, s. 6-7). Jeremy Black’e gore ise ilk siirekli el¢i
1435’te Venedikten’ten Roma’ya atanan Zacharias Bembo’dur
(Black, 2010, s. 44). Bu bakimdan ilk siirekli el¢iligin tam olarak ne
zaman ve nerede basladiga dair ortak bir goriisiin bulunmadig:
goriilmektedir.

15. yiizyilda Italya’nin bircok bélgesinde kullanilmakta olan hale
gelmistir. 15. yiizyilda Italya, Avrupa’nin entelektiiel merkezi olarak
goriilmekteydi. italya’daki iyi egitimli, kiiltiirel seviyesi yiiksek ve
entelektiiel olan toplumsal elitlerle birlikte diplomasinin italya’da
kurumsallagsma stireci hizlandi. Ciinkii egitim seviyesi yliksek olan
elitler savas dis1 yollarla iligkileri yiiriitmeye daha meyilli olduklar
icin diplomasiyi daha ¢ok tercih etmislerdir (Hamilton & Langhorne,
1995, s. 30). Ayrica sehir devletlerinin birbirine yakin olmasi ve sehir
devletlerinin birbiriyle ayn1 dile ve gegmise sahip olmasiyla birlikte
stirekli elgilikler, sehir devletleri arasinda yaygmlasmistir. 16.
yiizyila gelindiginde ise siirekli elgilikler, Italya’dan Kuzey Avrupa
ve Bati Avrupa’ya da yaygimlasmis olup ilerleyen siirecte diger
cografyalarda da yayginlasmaya baslamistir. Siirekli elgiliklerin
yayginlagsmasiyla birlikte diplomasinin kurumsallagsma siireci de
hizlanmaya baslamstir (iskit, 2022, ss. 74-78). 16. yiizyil itibariyle
diplomatik faaliyetler devletlerin dis politikasin1 yiirtitmekte olan
merkezi ve yerel kurumlar tarafindan orgiitlenerek diizenlenmeye
baglamigtir. Bununla birlikte 16. yiizyilin sonlarindan itibaren
diplomatik temsilcilikler daha kurumsal ve saglam orgiit yapisina
dontiserek daha diizglin bir diplomatik hiyerarsi ag1 olusturulmaya
baglanmistir (Kurtaran, 2022, s. 309). 17. ylizyilda diplomatik
faaliyetlerde gorevlerini etkin bir sekilde yerine getirebilecek
profesyonel kariyerli diplomatlarin yetistirilmesi siireci hizlanmistir.
Bu siiregte yasanan diplomatik kariyer alaninda yasanan Onemli
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gelismelerden bir digeri ise diplomatlarin kendi ibadethanelerinde ve
dinlerinde ibadetini yapabilecegi prensibinin kabul edilmesi olarak
adlandirillan ~ “extraterriorialite” anlayisinin  yayginlagmasidir.
Boylelikle diplomat, kendi dinlerini ve ibadetlerini 6zgiir bir sekilde
yapabilmeye baglamistir. Bununla birlikte 17. yiizyilda
diplomatlarin gidecekleri devlete gitmeden dnce gorevleri hakkinda
detayli bilgiler yazili olarak verilmeye baslandi. Ornegin
biiyiikelgilerin gidecekleri devletteki gorevlerine dair ayrintili
bilgiler iceren yazili talimatlarin verilmesi buna Ornektir. 1712
yilinda Fransa Disisleri Bakanlig1 tarafindan “ilk kalicit diplomasi
okulu” olarak tarithe gegen Academie Politique kurulmustur
(Kurtaran, 2022, ss. 315-327).

1815 yilinda gergeklesen Viyana Kongresi’nden sonra diplomasinin
kurumsallagsma siireci hizlanmis olup bununla birlikte diplomatik
kariyer anlayisinda 6nemli gelismeler meydana gelmistir. Bunlardan
birincisi  esitlik esasina dayanan diplomasi kurallarinin
gelistirilmesidir. Ikincisi ise diplomatik temsilcilerin ilk kez
siniflandirilmis olmasidir. Siniflagtirmayla birlikte hiyerarsik olarak
ilk sirada biiyiikelgiler ve papalik temsilcileri gelmis, ikinci sirada
diplomatlar yer almis, {igiincii sirada ise biiylikelginin olmadigi
zamanda gorevlendirilmis olan maslahatgiizarlar yer almistir.
Ucgiinciisii ise diplomasinin ilk kez kendi kurallar1 olan bir meslek
dali oldugu kabul edilmistir. Diplomasinin kendi kurallar1 olan bir
meslek dali olarak kabul edilmesinin beraberinde diplomatik
kariyere yonelik teknik konular, dil, temsil etme gibi hususlarda
detayli olarak diizenlemeler yapilmistir (Jane, 2014, ss. 10-59).

1818 yilinda Aix-la-Chapelle Kongresi’yle birlikte ise diplomatik
kariyerde temsilcilerin siniflandirilmast meselesi yeniden tartisilmig
olup ayni simnifta olan temsilcilerin arasindaki protokol sorununun
¢cozlilmesine yogunlagilmistir. Bununla birlikte Aix-la-Chapelle
Kongresi’nde protokoliin diplomatlarin bagli oldugu devletin
giicline ve prestijine gore olmaktan ziyade bulundugu devletteki
hizmet siiresine gore diizenlenmesine yonelik karar verilmistir.
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Boylelikle Aix-la-Chapelle Kongresi’yle birlikte diplomatik
protokol konusunda da gelisme kaydedilmistir (Gonliibol, 1978, s.
118).

Diplomasisinin ~ kurumsallasma  siireci  igerisinde  disisleri
bakanliklar1 da kurulmaya baslanmistir. ilk olarak Fransa’da
1626’da “Secrétairerie d'Etat” adiyla disisleri bakanligi kurulmustur
(France Diplomatie, t.y.). Ardindan Portekiz’de 1736°da “Secreteria
de Negocios Estrangeiros e da Guerra” adiyla kurulmustur (Portal
Diplomatico, t.y.). Ingiltere’de 1782°de “Foreign Office” adiyla
kurulmustur (National Archives, t.y.). Zaman igerisinde diger
devletlerde de disleri bakanliklar1 kurulmustur. Boylelikle
diplomatik kariyer disisleri bakanlig1 ¢ergcevesinde toplanmis olup
devletlerarasi diplomatik faaliyetlerin merkezi haline gelmistir.

Birinci Diinya Savasi’ndan Soguk Savas’in Sonuna Kadar Olan Déonemde
Diplomatik Kariyer Anlayisi

1815 Viyana Kongresi’yle birlikte olusturulan gii¢ dengesi ve baris
siireci 1830-1848 ihtilalleri, Metternich Sistemi’nin zayiflamasi,
milliyetcilik hareketlerinin yayginlagsmasi, ham madde ve pazar
arayisinda olan devletlerin birbiriyle savasa girme noktasina gelmesi
gibi sebeplerinden dolay1 I. Diinya Savasi’yla birlikte sonlanmustir.
Avusturya-Macaristan ~ Imparatorlugu’nun ~ veliahdi  Franz
Ferdinand’in bir Sirp milliyet¢isi tarafindan 6ldiiriilmesiyle 1914°te
baslayan 1. Diinya Savasi, Itilaf Devletleri’nin zaferiyle 1918’de
sonlanmistir. Savasta 8.5 milyon asker ve 13 milyona yakin sivil
hayatin1 kaybetmistir (World War, t.y.) . Savasin sonunda Milletler
Cemiyeti kurulmugstur. Milletler Cemiyeti’'nin  kurulmasiyla
uluslararas1 orgiitlerin diplomasideki yeri ve etkinligi artmaya
baglamistir. Boylelikle diplomatik kariyer, artik devletlerarasi dig
temsilciliklerle ytiriitiilmenin yaninda uluslararasit orgiitlerle de
yiriitilmeye baglamistir. Bununla birlikte savas sonunda Wilson
Ilkeleri’nin kabul edilmesiyle birlikte “agik diplomasi” anlayist
yayginlasmaya baslamistir. Bunun beraberinde diplomaside hakim
olan realizmin yerini idealizm almustir. Fakat Ikinci Diinya
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Savagi’nin ortaya ¢ikmasiyla idealizm basarisiz olmustur (Celenk,
t.y.).

Savas esnasinda  diplomatik  faaliyetlerin  yiiriitiilmesinde
profesyonel diplomatlarin  yaninda siyasi veya mesleki
konumlarmdan 6tiirii uygun goriilmiis olan bazi kisiler de diplomat
olarak gorevlendirilmistir. Ingiliz Is¢i Partisi’nin &nde gelen
isimlerinden biri olan Sir Stanford Cripps’in SSCB’ye, Verdun
kahramani olan Maresal Petain’in Franko iktidarindaki Ispanya’ya
ve Weimar sansolyelerinden Franz Von Papen’in Tiirkiye’ye
biiyiikelgi olarak gdnderilmesi buna drnektir (Iskit, 2022, s. 164).

1939-1945 yillarinda stiren, 15 milyon asker ve 45 milyona yakin
sivilin hayatini kaybettigi II. Diinya Savasi’yla birlikte uluslararasi
sisteme Onemli degisimler meydana gelmistir. Fasizm ve Nazizm
sona ermistir. Uluslararasi sistem, Dogu Blogu ve Bat1 Blogu olarak
ikiye ayrilmistir. Cift kutuplu sistem ortaya ¢ikmis olup bunun
beraberinde “Soguk Savas” olarak adlandirilan ve 1991 yilinda
SSCB’nin dagilmasina kadar siiren “Soguk Savas Donemi”
baslamstir. Iki blok arasinda yasanan diplomatik faaliyetler “soguk
savag diplomasisi” olarak tanimlanmistir. Bu dénemde diplomatik
kariyer ise iki kutup etrafinda sekillenmistir. Ornegin Dogu
Bloku’nun diplomatlart gizemli, derin ve i¢ine kapanik bir yasam
siirdiirmeye calismis olup duvarlarla oriilii {ist diizey giivenlikli
lojmanlarda yasamisti. Bununla birlikte Dogu Bloku nun
diplomatlar1 bulunduklar1 devletlerle veya blok disindaki devletlerle
tek basina iligki kurmamaya 6zen gdstermis ve ziyaretlere en az iki
kisilik grup olarak gitmislerdir. Her iki blogun diplomatlar1 da
birbirlerini kendi ideolojileri perspektifinde degerlendirmistir.
Ornegin Dogu Bloku’nun diplomatlarma gére Bati Blogunun
diplomatlar1 “diinyay1 kapitalist ve emperyalist emellerine alet
etmeye calisan devletlerin hizmetlileri” olarak goriilmekteyken Bati
Bloku’nun diplomatlarma gore ise Dogu Bloku’nun diplomatlari
“komiinist ajanlar” olarak tanimlanmistir (Iskit, 2022, ss. 164-171).
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Soguk Savas doneminde mekik diplomasisi, zorlayicit diplomasi,
niikleer diplomasi, kiiltiir diplomasisi ve ¢evre diplomasisi gibi
cesitli diplomasi tiirleri de yaygilagsmistir. Bununla birlikte Soguk
Savas doneminde diplomasi baglaminda devlet liderlerinin,
diplomatlarin ve diplomatik temsilcilerin birbiriyle iletisim kurma
siiregleri de cesitlenmistir. Bu donemde teknolojik gelismelerin
artmasiyla birlikte telefon veya faks yoluyla iletisim siireci
hizlanmigtir. Boylelikle diplomatlarin kendi {ilkelerine raporlari
gondermesi ve bulundugu devletteki disisleri temsilcilikleri veya
devlet birimleriyle iletisim kurmasi kolaylasmistir. Bununla birlikte
bu donemde televizyon ve radyonun yayginlasmasiyla birlikte
diplomatlar, bulunduklar1 iilkede yasanan gelismeleri daha kolay
takip edebilir hale gelmistir. Bu déonemde Birlesmis Milletler’in de
uluslararasi sistemde ve devletlerin birbiriyle diplomasisinde etkin
hale gelmesiyle diplomaside devlet dis1 aktorler de yer almaya
baslamistir. Ornegin devletler, herhangi bir devletle veya devletlerle
yasadig1 problemi diplomatlar araciligiyla BM ile iletisime gecerek
cozmeye calismaya baglamis olup BM biinyesinde Orglitiin
amaclarina  yonelik  diplomatik  faaliyetler  yliriitmekle
gorevlendirilen personellerin sayisi artmaya baglamistir. Soguk
Savag doneminde Dogu ve Bati Bloku’nun arasindaki rekabetin
beraberinde ortaya c¢ikan yeni devletlerle birlikte diplomat, ajan ve
disisleri temsilciliklerinde ¢alisan personellerin sayisi da onemli
Olgtide artmistir. Bununla birlikte diplomatik kariyer alaninda
biiyiikelgilikler, konsolosluklar ve daimi temsilciliklerin faaliyetleri
ve etkinligi artmistir. 1961 yilinda yapilan Diplomatik Iliski ve
Bagisikliklara Iliskin BM Konferansi’nda kabul edilen kurallarla
diplomatik protokoller de gelistirilmistir. Aym1 zamanda 1961
Diplomatik Iligkiler Hakkinda Viyana Sézlesmesi ile diplomatlara
taninan haklar, ayricaliklar ve muafiyetler biiyilk oranda
netlestirilmis olup kisi dokunulmazligi, bina dokunulmazligi ve
haberlesme dokunulmazligi olmak iizere {i¢ baglhk altinda
toplanmistir (Gonliibol, 1978, s. 118).
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Soguk Savas Sonrasinda Diplomasi ve Yeni Nesil Diplomathk Anlayis1

Dijitallesmenin etkisiyle pek ¢ok alanda degisim ve doniisiimler
meydana gelmistir. Bunlardan biri ise diplomasidir. Geleneksel
diplomasi, dijitallesmenin beraberinde artik dijital teknolojiler ve
sosyal aglar iizerinden yiriitiilen dijital diplomasiye (diger adiyla e-
diplomasiye) evrilmistir. Glinlimiizde dijital diplomasiye yonelik
bircok farkli bakis agis1 bulunmaktadir. Ornegin Prof. Dr. Corneliu
Bjola’ya gore dijital diplomasi, yeni dijital teknolojilerin
diplomasideki hedefleri gerceklestirmede desteklemek icin
kullanilmasi olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Bjola, 2018, s. 1). Dr. Marcus
Holmes’a gore ise dijital diplomasiyi uluslararasi siyasi sistemi
doniistiiren bir unsur olarak goriilmektedir (Holmes, s. 199). Prof.
Dr. Eytan Gilboa’ya gore ise dijital diplomasi, sosyal aglar basta
olmak tizere bilgi ve iletisim teknolojilerinin diplomasi ve dis
politikadaki etkisidir (Gilboa, 2016, s. 540).

Dijital diplomasiyle birlikte diplomatlarin interneti kullanim
yayginlagsmaya baslamis olup ayni zamanda dijital ortamda kamu
diplomasisini etkili bir sekilde yonetmek ve kamuoyu olusturmak
gayesiyle sosyal medya platformlarini yaygin bir sekilde kullanmaya
baslamistir. Gilinlimiizde devletler Facebook, Instagram ve X gibi
sosyal medya platformlarinda disisleri bakanliklarina ait sosyal
medya hesab1 da olusturarak diplomatik faaliyetler yiirlitmektedir.
Devletler sosyal medya platformlari, web sitesi, mobil uygulamalar
ve cevrimigi iletisim teknolojileri gibi sosyal aglarinda bulunan
disisleri bakanliginin resmi hesab1 iizerinden 6zellikle kamuoyunu
anlik bilgilendirmekle birlikte etkilemek, yonlendirmek ve ikna
etmek amacli icerikler iireterek de dijital kamu diplomasisi
faaliyetlerini yiiriitmektedir. Bu durum diplomaside seffaflik
ilkesine gore hareket etme anlayisini da arttirmis olup devletlerin
sosyal aglar lizerinden kitlelerden gelen geri bildirimleri daha hizli
ve kolay alabilmesine imkan tanimistir. Bu durum dijital diplomasiyi
yiirlitenlerin kitlelerle daha iyi bir sekilde iletisim kurabilmesini, i
birligi insa etmesini ve iliskileri siirdiirmesini de beraberinde
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getirmistir (Manor, 2018, ss. 7-9). Aktorlerin sosyal aglar {izerinden
kitlelerle iletisime gecerek dis politikaya yonelik siyasi kararlarda
onlardan destek arayabilmesi de buna bir 6rnektir (Bjola, 2018, s. 5).
Bununla birlikte Dijital diplomasinin devletlerin dig politikadaki
belirleyici bir hale gelmesiyle birlikte diplomatlara yeni yetki
alanlar1 ve gorevler ortaya ¢ikmistir. Siyasi tecriibeyle birlikte dijital
okuryazarlik ve dijital beceriyi sentezleyebilecek yeni nesil diplomat
anlayis1 baglamistir (Giirdal, 2021, s. 114). Diger bir deyisle sosyal
medya platformlari, web siteleri, mobil uygulamalar ve sanal
ortamlar iizerinde diplomatik faaliyet yiiriitebilecek, dijital
mecralarda beceri ve okuryazarliga sahip olabilecek yeni nesil
diplomat anlayis1 ortaya ¢ikmistir.

Yeni nesil diplomat anlayisinda diplomatlarin gérevinde bulunan
konular farkli aktorler tarafindan yiiriitiilmeye baglanmistir. Disisleri
Bakanligi’'nda ¢alisan bir diplomattan daha fazla etkili olabilen
blogger veya sosyal medya fenomenlerinin ortaya ¢ikmasi ornektir
(Giirdal, 2021, s. 119). Sosyal medya platformlarinda etkinligi
yiikksek olan kanaat Onderleri, sivil toplum oOrgiitleri, kiiresel
isletmeler, baski — c¢ikar gruplari, medya ve haber ajanslar1 gibi
aktorlerin de diplomasiye dahil olmustur. Bu bakimdan giliniimiizde
diplomatlik meslegi olduk¢a karmasik bir duruma gelmistir.

Sosyal medya platformlar1 iizerinde kamuoyu, diplomatik
gelismelere yonelik anlik tepkiler verebilmekte olup bu yiizden
devletlerin diplomasisinde de etkili bir hale gelmistir. Bunun
yanisira diplomaside diplomatlardan ziyade kanaat Onderi olan
kisiler bile dahil olabilmektedir. Glinlimiizde milyonlarca kisi
tarafindan sosyal medya platformlar: lizerinden herhangi bir konu
hakkinda ortaklasa sekilde belirlenen hashtag’ler lizerinden destek
veya tepki paylasimlari yaparak anlik olarak sanal baski grubu
olusturabilmektedir. Olusturulan sanal gruplar devletlerin dis
politikasini, dijital kamu diplomasisi faaliyetlerini ve diplomatik
faaliyetlerini de olumlu veya olumsuz yonde etkileyebilmektedir. Bu
durum kamuoyunun da giiniimiizde o6zellikle dijital alanda
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devletlerin diplomasisinde ne kadar 6nemli bir konuma geldigini de
gostermektedir. Bu baglamda devletlerin dis politikasini belirlemek,
korumak veya gelistirmek amaciyla sosyal medya platformlarinda
kamuoyunu takip edebilecek ve raporlayabilecek personellere de
ihtiya¢ bulunmaktadir.

Dijitallesmeyle birlikte diplomasiyle ilgili son gelismeleri
bilgilendirmek, kariyer firsatlarin1 yaymlamak, biiyiikelcilik ve
konsoloslukla ilgili bilgilendirmek veya islemleri yiirlitmek gibi
cesitli amaclarla disisleri bakanliginin resmi web sitesi ve mobil
uygulamasi olusturulmustur. Bu bakimdan disisleri bakanliginin
faaliyetleri web sitesi veya mobil uygulama iizerinden
yiiriitiilebilmektedir. Ilk zamanlarda disisleri bakanliklarinin web
sitesi lizerinden yiiriitiilmiistiir. Ornegin T. C. Disisleri Bakanligi’nin
ilk zamanlarinda bakanligin yapisi, dis politikayla ilgili gelismeler,
basin agiklamalari, konsolosluk, diplomatik kariyer ve bununla ilgili
yapilacak olan sinavlar hakkinda sadece bilgilendirme amach
paylasimlar yer almistir. Bunun sebebi ise disisleri bakanliklarinin
web sitelerinin kurulmaya bagsladig1 zamanlarda Web 1.0 déneminin
hakim olmasidir. Web 1.0 donemi, 90’11 yillarda yayginlasmis olup
web sitesinde yonetici haricinde kimsenin igerik tiretemedigi, web
reklamciliginin heniiz gelismedigi, kullanicilarin okuyucu oldugu
tek tarafli bir iletisime dayali donemdir. Bu yiizden Web 1.0
doneminde disisleri bakanlig1, web sitelerinde sadece bilgilendirme
amacli paylagimlar yapilmistir.

2000’11 yillara gelindiginde ise kullanicilarin igerik iiretebildigi,
diger kullanicilarla anlik ve kolay etkilesim kurabildigi, sosyal
medya ve forum sitelerinin 6nem kazandigi Web 2.0 donemine gegis
yapilmistir. Web 1.0 doneminde tek tarafli bir iletisimden Web 2.0
doneminde ise iki yonlii iletisime gegilmistir. Web 2.0 doneminde
kullanicilar web siteleri iizerinde paylasim yapabilecek, etkilesim
kurabilecek ve igerik iiretebilecek hale gelmistir. Bununla birlikte
Web 1.0 doneminde web site sayis1 100 bin iken Web 2.0 doneminde
100 milyona yiikselmis olup Web 1.0 doneminde kullanict sayis1 50
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milyon iken Web 2.0 doneminde ise 1 milyar iizerine ¢ikmistir
(Gupta & Singh, t.y.) . Bu sayede kullanicilar, web siteleri {izerinden
islem yapabilir hale gelmistir. Ornegin Web 2.0 dénemiyle birlikte
kullanicilar, disisleri bakanligina bagli web site iizerinden
konsolosluk iglemlerini web sitesi lizerinden yiiriitebilir hale
gelmistir. 2010’1u yillarda mobil uygulamalarin yayginlagmasiyla
birlikte ise kullanicilar konsolosluk iglemlerini mobil uygulamalar
izerinden yiiriitebilir hale de gelmistir.

Dijitallesmenin beraberinde dijital teknolojilerde yer alan verilerin
calinmasi, verilerin kotiiye kullanimi ve veri gizliligi politikasina
aykirt hareket edilmesi gibi sorunlarla siber giivenligin 6nemi
artmigtir. Bununla birlikte siber giivenlik, diplomasi alaninda
kazanmigtir. Dijital diplomatik faaliyetler ¢esitli siber saldirilara
kars1 zarar gorebilme potansiyeline sahiptir. Hackerlar tarafindan
diplomatik faaliyetlerde yer alan bilgilerin sizdirilmas: veya
degistirilmesine yol agabilmektedir. Disisleri temsilciliklerinin
iletisim  aglarmin  ¢okertilmesi,  diplomatik  goriismelerin
sizdirilmasi, disisleri temsilciliklerinin web sitelerinde ve mobil
uygulamalarin  ¢okertilmesi veya burada yer alan verilerin
sizdirilmasi gibi riskler de bulunmaktadir. 2019 yilinin Subat ayinda
hackerlar tarafindan Pakistan Disisleri Bakanligi’nin web sitesine
erisimin bir¢ok iilkede ¢okertilmesi buna drnektir (DAWN, 2019) .
Disigleri bakanliginin web sitesine, mobil uygulamasina veya sosyal
medya hesaplarinin  ¢okertilmesi bakanhigin  yirittigi  isleri
aksamasina bu baglamda olumsuz etkilemesine neden olmaktadir.

Disisleri temsilciliklerinin, diplomatlarin, devlet yetkilileri veya
liderlerinin sosyal medya hesaplari da hackerlar tarafindan
cokertilebilmektedir. Hatta bu durum, calinan sosyal medya
hesabindan yapilan paylagimlarla devletlerarasi iliskilerde
gerginlikler yagsanmasina da neden olabilmektedir. 2020 yilinin Mart
ayinda hackerlarin Israil Savunma Bakam Naftali Bennett’in X
hesabin1 ¢almasi buna 6rnektir. Bennett’in hesabini ¢alan hackerlar,
kendisinin sosyal medya hesabinda “Filistin’e 6zgiirliik” yazili bir
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paylasim yapilmigtir (TRT Haber, 2020). Ayrica Bennett’in
hesabinda Istiklal Mars1’nin sézlerinin bir kismini yazdiklari ve Tiirk
bayrakli tweetler de paylasmistir (BBC, 2020). Bu paylasimlar kisa
bir siirelifine de olsa Tiirkiye ile Israil arasindaki diplomatik
iliskilerin de gerginlesmesine sebep olmustur. Bu gibi durumlardan
dolayr siber giivenligi arttirmaya yonelik mekanizmalarin
gelistirilmesi i¢in calismalar diplomaside arttirilmaya baslanmis
olup diplomatik kariyer baglaminda siber giivenlige daha fazla 6nem
vermesine neden olunmustur. Bunun i¢in siber glivenligi saglamak
ve gelistirmek amaciyla disisleri temsilcilikleriyle de koordineli bir
sekilde calisan siber gilivenlik birimleri, baskanliklar1 veya
teskilatlar1 kurulmustur. 8 Ocak 2025°te Tiirkiye’de kurulan Siber
Gtivenlik Bagkanligi buna 6rnektir (Resmi Gazete, 2025, ss. 1-5).

Dijitallesmeyle birlikte kullanicilar arasinda sanal ortamlar
iizerinden mesajlagsabilme, sesli konusabilme ve goriintiili
goriigebilme olanaklar1 da gelismistir. Bu gelismenin sayesinde
disisleri temsilcilikleri, sanal ortamlar iizerinden toplanti veya
goriigmeler diizenlemeye baglamistir. Bununla birlikte sanal toplanti
veya goriismeler, Ozellikle COVID-19 salgininda daha fazla
yayginlagmistir. Bu donemde diplomatik miizakerelerin sanal
ortamlar Tlizerinden yiiriitilmesine siklikla bagvurulmustur. 6
Haziran 2020°de T. C. Saghik Bakani Fahrettin Koca’nin AB iiye
iilkelerinin biiyiikelgileriyle gerceklestirdigi video konferans buna
ornektir (T. C. Saglik Bakanligi, 2020). 1950°den bu yana 9 Mayis’ta
kutlanan ve tarihte Avrupa entegrasyonunun temellerin atildig1 giin
olarak goriilen Avrupa Giinii’niin (diger adiyla Schuman Bildirgesi)
70.y1l  kutlamalarinin  COVID-19 salginindan dolayr sanal
ortamlarda agik oturum yapilarak kutlanmasi buna bir baska drnektir
(Hedling, 2024, s. 9). Sanal ortamlar {izerinden diplomatik
miizakerelerin gerceklestirilmesi, COVID-19 salginindan sonra da
yaygin olarak kullanilmaya devam etmektedir. 21 Ocak 2025’te Cin
Halk Cumhuriyeti Devlet Bagkani Xi Jinping ile Rusya Devlet
Bagkan1 Vladimir Putin arasinda gergeklestirilen video konferans
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buna Ornektir (Le Monde, 2025). 5 Agustos 2023’te T. C.
Cumhurbagkant Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in Malezya Basbakani
Enver Ibrahim ile gerceklestirdigi video konferans goriismesi de bir
baska 6rnektir (T. C. Cumhurbaskanhig: iletisim Baskanhgi, 2023).
Bu durum diplomatik kariyerde bir bagka gorev alani ortaya
cikarmistir. Bu baglamda diplomatlar i¢in sanal ortamlar {izerinden
goriismeler yiiriitmek artik yerlesik bir yontem haline gelmistir.

90’1 yillarda internet teknolojisinin gelismesiyle birlikte e-posta
teknolojisi de yayginlagmaya baslamistir. Kullanicilarin birbirine e-
posta gondermeye baglamasiyla birlikte is hayatinda ve devlet
idarelerinde de kullanilmaya baslanmisti. Bununla birlikte
diplomatik miizakereler ve faaliyetler de e-posta yoluyla
yiiriitiilmeye ¢alisilmistir. Bununla ilgili ilk diplomatik e-posta, 1994
yilinda ABD Devlet Baskan1 Bill Clinton’a Isve¢ Devlet Baskani
Carl Bildt tarafindan e-posta gonderilmesidir (National Museum of
American Diplomacy, 2013). Zaman icerisinde Hotmail ve Yandex
Mail gibi e-posta platformlarimin olusturulmasiyla e-postanin
kullanim1 gelismis olup buna paralel olarak yayginlagsmigtir.
Glinlimiizde e-posta devletlerin ya da uluslararasi 6rgiitlerin digisleri
temsilcilikleri arasinda hizli ve kolay yazisma veya bilgi paylasimi
saglayan bir arag olarak siklikla kullanilmaktadir. Bununla birlikte
e-posta yoluyla konsolosluk ile vatandas arasindaki iletisimi hizli ve
kolay bir sekilde yiiriitmek i¢in de kullanilmaktadir.

Sosyal medya platformlarinin, mobil uygulamalarinin ve web
sitelerin zamanla kiiresel bilgi akigin1 sekillendiren baglica
alanlardan biri haline gelmesiyle teknoloji sirketleri yalnizca ticari
bir kurulus olarak goriilmekten ziyade diplomasiye yon veren
aktorlerden biri haline gelmeye baslamistir. Bu durum devletlerin
teknoloji sirketleriyle diplomatik iligkiler yiirlitmeye baglamasina
neden olmustur. 26 Ocak 2017°de Danimarka Disisleri Bakanlig1
tarafindan Microsoft, Google ve Apple gibi teknoloji sirketlerine
teknoloji biiylikel¢isi atanacagi duyurulmustur (Jarlner & Koch,
2017). Aym1 yilin mayis ayinda Danimarka Disisleri Bakanligi

79



Istanbul Kent University Journal of Political, Social and Strategic Research
Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik Arastirmalar Dergisi
KENTUSAMDER

tarafindan Casper Klynge adli diplomat ilk teknoloji biiyiikelgisi
olarak atanmistir. Bu gelismenin beraberinde teknoloji diplomasisi
adli yeni bir kavram ortaya ¢ikmis olup teknoloji elgilikleri
kurulmaya baslanmistir. 2020 yilinda ingiltere Disisleri Bakanlig
tarafindan Joe White adli diplomat teknoloji biiyiikelgisi olarak
atanmistir. Bununla birlikte Avusturya, Fransa, Hollanda ve Estonya
gibi devletler de teknoloji elgiliklerini kurmaya baslamigtir. Oxford
Universitesi’nin diplomatik ¢alismalar dogenti Corneliu Bjola,
yaptig1 arastirmalar neticesinde diinya ¢apinda 20°den fazla
teknoloji el¢isi oldugunu belirtmektedir (Tech Monitor, 2021).

Glinlimiizde devletlerin ve devlet dis1 aktorlerin arasinda yasanan
teknolojik yaris, kiiresel rekabetin odak noktasi haline gelmis olup
bu yaris icerisinde teknolojik gelismelere daha kolay ve hizli uyum
saglayabilen taraflar gliclenmekte olup uyum saglamayan taraflar ise
zayiflamaktadir. Bu ylizden teknolojik gelismelere uyum
saglayabilme siirecinde teknoloji  elgilerinin  atanmasiyla
kolaylagmaktadir. Teknoloji elgiliklerinin kurulmasiyla birlikte
devletler, teknoloji sirketlerinin imkanlarindan daha kolay haberdar
olabilmektedir. Bu baglamda giiniimiizde teknoloji elgiliklerinin
yeni nesil diplomat anlayisinda onemli bir yerde oldugu
goriilmektedir.

Sonug

(Calismada diplomasinin tarihsel gelisiminin baglangicindan itibaren
giiniimiize kadar olan siire¢ igerisinde diplomatik kariyerde pek ¢cok
degisim ve doniisiim yasadigi goriilmektedir. ilk Cag’da gegici
olarak yiiriitiilen, heniiz kurumsallagmamis ve personellerin “el¢i”
olarak tanimlandigr diplomatik kariyer Ronesans’tan itibaren
20.yy’ye kadar olan siire¢ igerisinde kurumsallasan, siirekli olarak
yiiriitiilen, personellerin “diplomat” olarak adlandirildigi bir
doniisim gegirmigtir.  20. yy’de ise Milletler Cemiyeti’nin
kurulmasiyla uluslararast orgiitler de diplomasiye dahil olmus ve
bircok yeni diplomasi tiirleri de ortaya c¢ikmistir. Soguk Savag
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doneminin sona ermesiyle dijitallesme siireci hizlanmis olup tek
yonlii iletisimin oldugu, kullanicilarin pasif oldugu ve sinirlt erigim
hizmeti Ozelliklerinin  oldugu Web 1.0 donemiyle birlikte
diplomasinin dijitallesmesi siirecinin temelleri atilmistir. Cift yonli
iletisimin oldugu, kullanicilarin aktif oldugu ve erisim hizmetinin
genisledigi Web 2.0 donemine gecilmesiyle birlikte sosyal aglar
yayginlasmigtir. Bununla birlikte Web 2.0 doneminin getirdigi
yeniliklerden diplomasi de etkilenmis olup yeni nesil diplomat
anlayisi1 ortaya ¢ikmustir.

Bu baglamda calismada elgilikle baslayan diplomatik kariyerin
Ronesans doneminden sonra diplomathiga doniistiigiic  ve
dijitallesmeyle birlikte karmasik ve genis kapsamli bir hale gegerek
yeni nesil diplomatliga evrildigi sonucuna varilmistir. 21. yy.’a kadar
geleneksel diplomatik yontemlerle ve diplomatlar araciligiyla
yiriitiilen diplomasinin 21.yy itibartyla artik dijital ortamlar
tizerinden prosediirlere ve kurallara gerek duyulmadan anlik ve hizli
bir sekilde yiiriitiilebilir hale geldigi sonucuna da varilmaktadir.

Yeni nesil diplomatlik anlayisiyla birlikte diplomatlarin diplomatik
goriismeleri gevrimici platformlar iizerinden yapabildigi, diplomatik
yazigmalar1 e-posta gibi dijital teknolojiler araciligryla yiiriitebildigi
ve sosyal medya lizerinden diplomasiyle ilgili bilgilendirmeleri
yapabildigi bir doneme geg¢ilmistir. Hatta diplomatlar, sosyal medya
platformlar1 iizerinden kamuoyunu anlik ydnlendirebilmek,
etkilemek ve ikna etmek adina igerikler paylasabilir hale gelmis olup
bu baglamda dijital kamu diplomasisi faaliyetlerine yogunlagsmistir.
Yeni nesil diplomat anlayisinda artik sadece diplomatlarin degil sivil
toplum orgiitleri, kamuoyu, kanaat Onderleri, bireyler, kiiresel
isletmeler, medya, baski — ¢ikar gruplar1 ve haber ajanslar1 gibi
aktorlerin de diplomasiye yon verdigi goriilmektedir.

Calismada elde edilen bulgular neticesinde yeni nesil diplomat
anlayisinda one ¢ikan temel odak alanlar1 sosyal medya, web sitesi ,
mobil uygulamalar, siber giivenlik, sanal goriismeler, dijital yazisma
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ve e-posta teknoloji elcilikleridir. Sonu¢ olarak diplomatlik,
dijitallesmeyle birlikte oldukca kapsamli, genis ve karmasik bir hale
gelmistir. Ayrica dijitallesmenin her gecen giin daha ¢ok gelismesi
ve sosyal medya platformlarinin daha c¢ok yaygimlagsmasinin
beraberinde gelecekte yeni nesil diplomatlik anlayisinin geleneksel
diplomatlik anlayisindan daha etkin bir hale gelecegi de
goriilmektedir.
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Extended Summary

The origins of diplomacy date back to the Ancient. In addition,
diplomacy was conducted ad-hoc by envoys until the Renaissance.
With the Renaissance, diplomacy was conducted as permanent. In
addition, it was started that envoys was appointed by foreign
ministries, and envoys was referred to as “diplomat” within the
diplomatic career. With developments such as the Peace of
Westphalia in 1648, the Congress of Vienna in 1815, and the
Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1818, diplomacy became
instutionalized, diplomatic representatives began to be classified, the
duties of diplomatic representatives were expanded, and rules and
procedures of diplomatic representatives were formalized.

After the First World War, with the establishment of League of
Nations, international organizations began to emerge as new actors
in diplomacy. After the Second World War, with the establishment of
United Nations, the influence and importance of international
organizations increased in diplomacy. During the Cold War, various
types of diplomacy became prevalent, such as shuttle diplomacy
(e.g., Henry Kissinger’s negotiations between Egypt and Israel in
1979), coercive diplomacy (e.g., the Cuban Missile Crisis),
presentative diplomacy (e.g., the Cyprus Conflict), and trilateral
diplomacy. After the Cold War, the use of digital technologies
increased and globalization became widespread. In the 2000s, with
the increasing of internet usage, the spread of social networks, and
the growing influence of the virtual world, diplomacy also became
digitalized.

Today, diplomacy has become that which can be conducted within
the frameworks both understanding of traditional diplomat and
understanding of next-generation diplomat. The understanding of
traditional diplomat refers to conducting diplomacy through
embassies, consulates, and permanent representations. The
understanding of next-generation diplomat also refers to conducting
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diplomacy through digital technologies such as social media
platforms, websites, mobile applications, and online communication
tools. In the understanding of traditional diplomat, representatives
are diplomat who working within the ministry of foreign affairs.
However, in next-generation diplomat, not only diplomat working
within the ministry of foreign affairs, but also opinion leaders,
pressure and interest groups, civil society organizations, news
agencies, media outlets, and public opinion are diplomatic
representative. In this context, in the study will be addressed
emergence possess, characteristics and current place of the next-
generation diplomat.

In the first part of this study is addressed the historical developments
of diplomacy from the Ancient to the Renaissance and the
characteristics of a diplomatic career during this period. In the
second part of this study is addressed the historical developments of
diplomacy from the Renaissance to the First World War, and the
characteristics of a diplomatic career during this period. In this part
also is touched transformation from envoy to diplomat,
establishment process ministry of foreign affairs, and the
institutionalization of diplomacy. In the third part of this study is
addressed the historical developments of diplomacy from World War
I to the end of the Cold War, and the characteristics of a diplomatic
career during this period. In the fourth part of this study is addressed
the historical development of diplomacy from the end of the Cold
War to the present day and the characteristics of a diplomatic career
during this period. In this part is also addressed the understanding of
next-generation which emerged with the spread and development of
digitalization.

In this study was utilized the literature review technique as a data
collection method, and also benefited from various written sources
such as documents, articles, and books that would contribute to the
study. To evaluate the suitability of the obtained sources for the
study, the document analysis technique was used. In this study,
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academic databases such as Google Scholar, Dergipark, and the
YOK National Thesis Center, as well as search engines like Google
and Yandex, were used in the literature review process. Also in the
literature review, keywords such as diplomacy, next-generation
diplomatic history, digital diplomacy, Web 2.0 and diplomacy, next-
generation diplomat, diplomat, public diplomacy, digital public
diplomacy, and traditional diplomacy were used.

In this study, they are addressed that research questions which “What
are the characteristics of the diplomatic career in the Ancient and the
Medieval periods?”, “What are transformations and changes have
occurred in the diplomatic career from the Renaissance to the present
day?”, “How did transition to the understanding of traditional
diplomat?”, “How did transition from the understanding of
traditional diplomat to the understanding of next-generation
diplomat?” and “What are characteristics of the understanding of
next-generation diplomat?”. The scope of the study covers the
evolution of diplomacy from its earliest stages to the present and
analyzes the transformations in diplomatic careers within its
historical development. In this context, the significance of this study
is that it addresses the transformation of diplomatic careers from the
Ancient to the present day. The study is also important in that it
shows the transition process from embassy to diplomat, the changing
perspective on diplomacy from the past to the present, the
digitalization of diplomacy, and the effects of the understanding of
next-generation diplomatic that has emerged with e-diplomacy.
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Son yarim ylizyilda kiiresel finansallasma olgusu gelismekte olan iilkelerde
ekonomik ve siyasal yapilar1 derinden etkilemistir. Tiirkiye 6zelinde spekiilatif
sermayenin iilkenin ekonomik, siyasal, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel egemenligi
iizerindeki etkileri bu ¢alismada incelenmektedir. Nitel bir vaka ¢aligmast olarak
tasarlanan arastirmada miilakat yontemi ile veriler toplanmigtir. Bu kapsamda
uzmanlarla yar1 yapilandirilmis 15 derinlemesine miilakat ger¢eklestirilmistir. Elde
edilen bulgular, kisa vadeli spekiilatif sermaye akimlarimin Tiirkiye ekonomisinde
ciddi dalgalanmalara yol actigini, {lkeyi dis finansmana bagimh ve
makroekonomik agidan kirillgan hale getirdigini gostermektedir. Siyasal alanda
finansal ¢ikar gruplarimin karar alma siireclerini etkilemeye calistig1 tespit
edilmistir. Toplumsal diizeyde finansallagsma, gelir dagilimini olumsuz etkileyip
esitsizlikleri derinlestirmis, hane halki bor¢lulugunu artirarak finansal risk ve
belirsizlikleri genis kitlelere yansitmistir. Kiiltiirel olarak finansal zihniyetin
topluma niifuz ettigi gozlemlenmistir. Bulgular, “finansal totalitarizm” olgusunun
Tiirkiye’de kismen tezahiir ettigine igaret etmektedir. Sonug¢ boliimiinde, spekiilatif
sermayenin olumsuz etkilerini azaltmak ve finansal bagimsizlig: giiclendirmek i¢in
Tiirkiye 6zelinde alinabilecek politika dnlemleri tartigilmistir.
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The Impact of Speculative Capital on Turkey’s Economic,
Political, Social, and Cultural Sovereignty: A Management
Science-Based Examination

Abstract

Over the past half century, the phenomenon of global financialization has
profoundly affected the economic and political structures of developing countries.
This study examines the effects of speculative capital on Turkey’s economic,
political, social, and cultural sovereignty. Designed as a qualitative case study, the
research utilizes primary data collection through interviews. In this context, 15
semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted with experts. The findings
indicate that short-term speculative capital flows have caused significant
fluctuations in the Turkish economy, increasing external financial dependence and
macroeconomic fragility. In the political sphere, financial interest groups have
attempted to influence decision-making processes. At the societal level,
financialization has negatively affected income distribution, deepened inequalities,
and increased household indebtedness, thereby spreading financial risks and
uncertainties to broader segments of society. Culturally, the penetration of a
financial mindset into everyday life has been observed. The findings suggest that
the phenomenon termed “financial totalitarianism” has partially manifested in
Turkey. In conclusion, policy measures to reduce the adverse effects of speculative
capital and strengthen financial independence are discussed.

Keywords: Financialization, Speculative capital, Interest lobby, Financial
totalitarianism, Turkish economy.
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1. Giris

Son yarim yiizyilda diinya ekonomisi ve siyaseti koklii doniisiimler
gecirmisg, finansal piyasalarin kiiresel dlgekte artan etkisine tanik
olmustur. 1970’lerden itibaren iiretken sektorlerde biiyiime
yavaslarken finans sektorii hizla biiylimiistiir. Bu baglamda finansal
aktorler ve kurumlar ekonomik kararlar iizerinde giderek daha
belirleyici hale gelmistir. Ozellikle 2000°li yillarda gelismekte olan
iilkelere dogru sermaye akislarinin artmasiyla finansal piyasalarin
etkisi tiim diinyada hissedilir olmustur (Tellalbasi ve Kaya, 2013:
127). Bu siire¢ finansallagma (financialization) kavrami ile ifade
edilmektedir. Finansallasma, finansal piyasalarin, araglarin ve
aktorlerin ekonomi icindeki agirligmin artmasin1 ve ekonomik ve
sosyal hayat1 sekillendirmesini tanimlamaktadir (Epstein, 2005: 5).
Bu olgu, gelir dagilimindaki esitsizliklerin artmasi, ekonomilerde
kirilganliklarin ytlikselmesi ve sermaye akimlarmin {ilkelerin i¢
isleyisine yon verecek giice ulagmasi gibi sonuglar dogurarak
akademisyenlerin ve politika yapicilarin ilgisini ¢ekmektedir
(Tellalbas1 ve Kaya, 2013: 128).

Tiirkiye 06zelinde finansallasmanin etkileri 1980’lerden itibaren
finansal liberallesme ve kiiresel entegrasyon ile birlikte goriilmeye
baslanmistir (Bakir ve Onis, 2010; Onis, 2009). 1990’larda yasanan
finansal krizler, biiylik dl¢ciide ani sermaye hareketlerinin yol agtig1
ekonomik dalgalanmalar olarak kayda gec¢mistir (Yeldan, 2022).
2001 krizi sonrasinda uygulanan yapisal reformlar ve saglanan
gorece siyasi istikrar 2000’lerin ortasinda enflasyonun ve faiz
oranlarinin diismesini saglamis, Tiirkiye ekonomisi yabanci sermaye
girisleriyle biiyiime gostermistir (Onis ve Senses, 2007). Ne var ki
finansallagma siireci beraberinde ekonomik kirilganliklar da
getirmistir. Nitekim hiikiimet paydaslari, 6zellikle 2013 yilinda Gezi
Parki protestolar1 sirasinda ve sonrasinda Tirkiye’de ekonomik
istikrar1 bozmakla sugladig1 bir “faiz lobisi”nden bahsetmis ve bu
lobinin yiiksek faiz ve kur spekiilasyonlar1 araciligiyla iilkenin
finansal istikrarin1 hedef aldigini iddia etmistir. Buna gore ¢ogunlugu
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yabanci finans ¢evrelerinden olusan bu faiz lobisi iilkenin ekonomik
bliylimesinden ve siyasi istikrarindan rahatsiz olarak halki
kiskirtmakta, spekiilatif ataklarla hiikiimeti zor durumda birakmaya
caligmaktadir. Bu iddia, Tiirkiye’de akademik ve politik ¢evrelerde
yogun tartigmalara yol agmis ve finansal aktorlerin ekonomi, siyaset,
toplum ve kiiltiir iizerindeki etkisi mercek altina alinmaya baslamistir
(Onis, 2014).

Bu arastirma, s6z konusu tartigmalar baglaminda “spekiilatif
sermayenin Tiirkiye ekonomisi, siyaseti, toplumu ve kiltiirii
tizerindeki etkisi nedir?” sorusuna odaklanmaktadir. Bu kapsamda
finansallasma kavrami ve finansal aktorlerin giici incelenerek
Tiirkiye 6rneginde spekiilatif sermayenin ekonomik dalgalanmalara,
siyasi slireclere ve toplumsal yapiya nasil niifuz ettigi
degerlendirilecektir. Bu c¢alismada, finansallasmanin Tiirkiye’deki
somut etkileri nitel veriler 1518inda incelenecek ve spekiilatif
sermayenin  ekonomi-politik  yap1  ilizerindeki  hakimiyeti
degerlendirilecektir. Calismanin literatiire katkisi ise birkag¢ agidan
degerlendirilebilecektir. ~ Oncelikle  finansallasma literatiirii
cogunlukla gelismis ekonomiler veya kiiresel finans sistemi
tizerinden  incelenmis  olup, gelismekte olan iilkelerde
finansallagsmanin ¢ok boyutlu etkilerini ele alan ¢aligmalar sinirlidir.
Bu aragtirma, finansallagsma siirecini Tiirkiye ornegi lizerinden
ekonomik, siyasal, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel boyutlariyla biitiinciil bir
perspektifle inceleyerek literatiire katki saglamaktadir. Ikinci olarak
caligma, finansallasma tartismalarinda giderek daha fazla giindeme
gelen “finansal totalitarizm” kavramini Tiirkiye baglaminda
degerlendirmekte ve spekiilatif sermaye hareketlerinin ulusal
egemenlik, politika yapim siiregleri ve toplumsal yap1 iizerindeki
etkilerini analiz etmektedir. Ugiincii olarak arastirma, konuya iliskin
teorik tartismalar1 sadece literatiir lizerinden degerlendirmemekte,
siyaset, akademi ve finans sektoriinden uzmanlarla gerceklestirilen
derinlemesine miilakatlar yoluyla elde edilen nitel bulgularla
desteklemektedir. Bu yoniiyle c¢alisma, finansallagma olgusunun
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Tiirkiye’deki yansimalarma iliskin ampirik nitel veriler sunarak
mevcut literatiirdeki boslugu doldurmay1 amaglamaktadir.

2. Finansallasma Kavrami ve Finansal Totalitarizm

Finansallagma olgusunun literatiirde tek bir tanimi bulunmamaktadir.
Birgok akademisyen bu kavrama farkli boyutlar yiiklemistir. Ornegin
Paulre (2008: 173), finansallagsmay1 finansal piyasalarin, aktorlerin
ve kurumlarin hem yerel hem de kiiresel ekonomide artan iglevselligi
ve etkinligi olarak tanimlamistir. Benzer sekilde Epstein (2005: 6-7),
finansallagmanin finansal giidiilerin, aktorlerin ve piyasalarin
ekonomik faaliyetlerde yiikselen 6nemine isaret ettigini vurgulayarak
kapsamli bir tanim sunmustur. Dore (2002: 116) ise kavramin daha
genis ele alinmasi gerektigini belirterek finansallasmanin finans
sektorli yonetiminin reel ekonomiye hitkmetmesi, sirketlerin finansal
yonetimi O6n plana almasi, varlik bilesimlerinin finansal varliklar
lehine degismesi ve sermaye piyasalarinin girket kararlari tizerindeki
etkisinin artmasi gibi unsurlari i¢erdigini ifade etmistir. Palley (2007:
2-3) de benzer sekilde finansallagmayi, finans piyasalar1 ve
aktorlerinin ekonomik strateji ve sonuglar iizerinde giderek daha
fazla etkili hale geldigi bir siire¢ olarak tanimlamaktadir. Farkli
yaklasimlar olsa da ortak nokta, finansal sektoriin ekonomideki
roliiniin nicelik ve nitelik olarak biiylimesidir (Haiven, 2013).

Finansallasma iizerine kuramsal yaklagimlar da cesitlidir. Marxist
perspektif, finansallasmay1 sermayenin yeni kar alanlar1 yaratma
cabasmin bir pargasi olarak gormekte ve finansal kazang¢ elde
edebilmek i¢in piyasalarda bir tiir yanilsama veya digsal miidahale
gerektigini savunmaktadir. Klasik Marxist goriise gore, degisim
(ticaret) silirecinde emek somiiriisii olmadan art1 deger iiretilemez.
Dolayistyla finansal spekiilasyon, bir tarafin eksik bilgilendirilmesi
veya ekonomik sistemin digsal aktorlerce manipiile edilmesi yoluyla
kazan¢ saglamay1 icermektedir (Marx, 1894/1981). Nitekim
finansallagsma, gelismis iilke merkezli finansal aktorlerin g¢evre
iilkelerde yarattig1 dalgalanmalar ve krizler araciligiyla bu tilkelerden
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bir tiir mali kamulastirma (financial expropriation) yapmasi seklinde
yorumlanabilecektir (Lapavitsas, 2009: 117). Ote yandan Post-
Keynesyen yaklasim, finansallagmanin yatirnrm ve biiyiime
dinamiklerini bozdugunu, sirketlerin finansal piyasalarin baskisi
altinda daha kisa vadeli ve hissedar degeri odakli davranmaya
yoneldigini belirtmektedir (Dore, 2008: 1099; Stockhammer, 2004:
721). Bu da reel ekonomide yatirimlarin yavaglamasina ve istihdamin
olumsuz etkilenmesine yol agmaktadir. Diger heterodoks yaklagimlar
ve sosyolojik bakis acilari ise finansallasmanin ekonomik yapi ile
birlikte toplumsal yasami da doniistiirdiigiinii finansal mantigin
giindelik hayata ve kiiltiire sirayet ettigini 6ne stirmektedir (Tellalbasi
ve Kaya, 2013: 130). Ornegin gelir ve servet esitsizliklerinin artmasi,
finans sektoriiniin toplumdaki giic dengesini lehine cevirmesi ve
finansal kavramlarin (borsa, kredi, bor¢lanma vb.) bireylerin
yasaminda merkezi hale gelmesi, finansallagsmanin sosyal-kiiltiirel
boyutlarina isaret etmektedir (Sawyer, 2013: 7).

Finansallagmanin etkileri 2007-2009 Kiiresel Finans Krizi sonrasinda
daha da belirgin hale gelmistir. S6z konusu kriz, finans sektoriiniin
biiyiikligii ve karmasikliginin, tiim ekonomiyi ve hatta kiiresel
siyaseti rehine alabildigini gdstermistir. Markalar1 ve hiikiimetleri
kurtarmak i¢in kamu kaynaklarinin finansal kurumlara aktarilmasi,
finansal sektoriin “batmak icin fazla biiyiik” hale geldiginin
gostergesi olmustur. Bu ortamda bazi yazarlar (Haiven, 2013),
finansal aktorlerin sahip oldugu olaganiistii giic ve niifuzu
vurgulamak i¢in “finansal totalitarizm” terimini kullanmistir. Haiven
(2013), spekiilatif finans kapitalinin ekonomik, siyasi, toplumsal ve
kiiltiirel hayat iizerinde kurdugu hakimiyeti “finansal totalitarizm”
olarak nitelendirmekte ve giinlimiiz finansal diizeninin toplumsal
yasamin her alanini kontrol altina aldigina dikkat ¢ekmektedir.
Gergekten de finansallagma siireci, bankalar, fonlar, yatirim sirketleri
gibi biiyiik finansal aktorlere muazzam bir kaynak ve etki alani
saglamistir. Bu kurumlar, gelismekte olan pek cok iilkenin toplam
ekonomisine denk biiyiikliikte sermaye fonlarini yonetebilmekte ve
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bu biiytikliikteki para hareketleriyle iilkelerin makroekonomik
dengelerini sarsabilecek gii¢ kazanmislardir (Haiven, 2013). Ek
olarak, finansal aktorler ellerindeki bu giic sayesinde hiikiimet
politikalarini1 kendi lehlerine yonlendirmeye ¢alismakta ve lobicilik
faaliyetleri ve spekiilatif hamlelerle ulusal ekonomiler lizerinde baski
kurabilmektedir. Tiim bu noktalardan bakildiginda finansallasmanin
sadece ekonomik yapida etkilerinin olmadigi siyasetin igleyisinde ve
toplumun refahinda da koklii etkiler yaratan yapisal bir degisim
anlamina geldigi gortilebilecektir.

3. Finansallasma ve Finansal Totalitarizm’in Ekonomik,
Siyasal, Toplumsal ve Kiiltiirel Etkileri

Finansallagsma, karmn iiretim ve ticaret yerine finansal kanallar
tizerinden elde edilmesine yonelik uzun donemli bir kayma ve
finansal giidii, aktdr ve kurumlarin ekonomi-toplum {iizerindeki
agirhginin artmasi olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Epstein, 2005: 6-7;
Krippner, 2005: 177). Bu doniisiim, sirket yonetisiminin hissedar
degeri ilkesi etrafinda yeniden diizenlenmesi, golge bankacilik
mimarisinin biiylimesi, hane halklarinin bor¢ ve varlik piyasalarina
dogrudan eklemlenmesi ve kamusal karar siireglerinin finansal
gostergelere duyarli hale gelmesi gibi ¢ok katmanli mekanizmalar
tizerinden kurumsallagmaktadir. Bu baglamda “finansal totalitarizm”
ifadesi, klasik anlamda ¢iplak zor kullanimina degil, hukuki-teknik
araclar, biit¢e kurallari, kredi derecelendirme baskisi ve temerrtit riski
izerinden isleyen tekil bir rasyonaliteye gonderme yapan teshis edici
bir kavramsallastirma olarak onerilmektedir. S6z konusu rasyonalite,
yonetilen demokrasi ve otoriter neoliberalizm tartigmalariyla
kuramsal akrabalik gostermektedir (Bruff ve Tansel, 2020: 10; Wolin,
2008: 34).

Finansallasmanin ekonomik etkileri oncelikle kirilganlik ve
istikrarsizlik {izerinden gozlemlenmektedir. Minsky’nin finansal
istikrarsizlik hipotezi uzun siiren sakin donemlerin risk algisini
gevseterek finansal yapiyr hedge konumundan spekiilatif konuma
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kaydirdigmmi bu durumda da istikrarsizligin sistemin kendi i¢
dinamikleri tarafindan iretildigini ileri siirmektedir (Minsky, 1986:
102). 2007-2009 kiiresel krizinde menkul kiymetlestirme-repo
baglantis1 etrafinda sekillenen gdlge bankacilifin likidite kagisina
acik yapisi, “repo kosusu” dinamikleriyle bu tezi ampirik olarak
desteklemektedir (Gorton ve Metrick, 2012: 426). Sirket diizeyinde
hissedar degeri normunun giiclenmesi ve hisse geri alimlarinin
yayginlagsmasi, karlarin yeniden yatirimdan dagitima ydnelmesine,
kisa vadeciligin kurumsallagsmasina ve “deger yaratimi”nin yerini
“deger ¢ikarimi”nin almasina yol agmaktadir (Lazonick, 2014: 47).
Makro oOlgekte bu siire¢ verimlilik-licret baginin ¢oziilmesi ve
biiyimenin borg ile varlik enflasyonuna bagimlilagmasi tizerinden
kirilganlig1 derinlestirmektedir.

Esitsizlik boyutunda finansallagma, kar/iicret paylagimimi ve {icret
belirleme siireclerini piyasa degeri gostergeleri lehine yeniden
kurgulayarak gelir dagilimin1 bozmakta ve iist gelir dilimlerinin
paymi artirmaktadir. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde 1970-2008
donemine iligkin bulgular finansal faaliyetlerin firma gelir
kompozisyonunda agirlik kazanmasinin iicretleri bastirirken kar
paymi biyittiigiinii gostermektedir (Tomaskovic-Devey ve Lin,
2013: 1284). Finans sektoriinde gozlenen “iicret primi” ve odiil
yapilar1 Avrupa baglaminda da esitsizligi yukar iten bir kanal olarak
caligmaktadir (Godechot, 2017: 117). Bu 6riintii, sirket yonetisiminin
hissedar odaklilasmas1 ve sermaye piyasalarmin disiplininin
kurumsal stratejileri kisa vadeli performans metrikleri etrafinda
hizalamasiyla pekismektedir (Lazonick, 2014: 48).

Hane halklarmin finansallagmasi, finansal dongiilerin toplumsal
diizeyde dogrudan hissedilir hale gelmesine yol ag¢maktadir.
Emeklilikte tanimli katki rejimlerine gecis gelecegin piyasa
risklerine endekslenmesine neden olmakta, konutun finansal varlik
ve “yiliksek kaliteli teminat” olarak konumlanmasi haneleri varlik
fiyat dongiilerine baglamaktadir (Aalbers, 2016: 130; Blackburn,
2002: 197-198). Ogrenci kredileri ve tiiketici finansman1 kanallarmin
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genislemesiyle borgluluk yasam dongiisiiniin siradan bir bileseni
haline gelmekte kredi kosullarindaki sikilasma ile varlik
fiyatlarindaki diizeltmeler tiiketim ve yatirnm kararlarin1 hizla
daraltarak makroekonomik yavaslamay1 derinlestirebilmektedir
(Aalbers, 2016: 145). Bu mekanizmalar finansal istikrarin toplumsal
istikrarla dogrudan eklemlendigi kirillgan bir bilesim tiretmektedir
(Palley, 2007).

Siyasal diizlemde finansallagma, maliye siyasetinin yoniini ve
demokratik karar alma siireclerinin kapsamini doniistiirmektedir.
Refah devletinin vergi temelli mesruiyet mimarisinden borg¢lanma ve
blitce konsolidasyonu eksenli bir diizene kayis1t “bor¢ devleti’nin
kurumsallasmasina isaret etmektedir (Streeck, 2014: 74-75).
Bagimsiz diizenleyiciler kural-temelli biitge ¢erceveleri ve “piyasa
giiveni” sOylemi siyasal tercihleri teknik-idari kaliplara terciime
ederek siyasal olanin siyaset-digilastirilmasina zemin
hazirlamaktadir (Bruff ve Tansel, 2020: 8-9). Ulus-iistii kosulluluk
rejimleri ile desteklenen programlar kisa-orta vadeli 6deme dengesi
ve borg siirdiiriilebilirligi hedeflerini oncelerken kamu istihdami
toplu pazarlik ve sosyal harcamalar lizerinde baski1 yaratabilmekte ve
bu durumda sosyal harcama tabanlar1 gibi iyilestirici diizenekler
devreye girse dahi esitsizlik ve kirilganlik iizerindeki artis yonli
etkiler tartigmali bigimde stirmektedir (International Monetary Fund
(IMF), 2019). Avrupa borg krizi ve 6zellikle Yunanistan deneyimi,
referandum gibi demokratik irade beyanlarinin uyum programlari ve
yeni mutabakatlar karsisinda etkisizlesebildigini, bor¢ yonetiminin
siyasal mesruiyetin Oniine gecebildigini gdstermektedir (Tooze,
2018: 65). Bu tablo, finansal disiplinin acik baski icermeksizin
hukuki-teknik araglar ve piyasa tepkileri {izerinden egemenlik
kurabildigine igaret etmektedir.

Toplumsal ve kiiltiirel etkiler finansallagsmanin yurttaglik ve 6znelik
rejimini  doniistiirdiigiinli  ortaya  koymaktadir.  Bireyin
yatirimei-borglu 6zne olarak kurgulanmasi, kredi puani, bireysel
emeklilik birikimi, ipotek ve tiiketici kredileri {lizerinden yasam
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kararlariin risk hesaplar1 ve bilango mantigi ile ¢ercevelenmesine
yol agmaktadir (Martin, 2002: 112). Borg, finansal sozlesme
olmaktan c¢ikarak bir itaat teknigi ve ahlaki-siyasal ylikiimliiliikler
rejimi olarak islev gérmeye baslamaktadir. Neoliberal kosullarda
alacakli-borglu iliskisinin toplumsal iliskinin bir 6rnegine doniistiigii
savunulmaktadir (Graeber, 2011: 8; Lazzarato, 2012: 7-8).
Dijitallesme esliginde verinin metalagsmasi ve davranigsal ongorii
endiistrisinin yiikselisi finansal platformlar ve puanlama rejimleriyle
birleserek performansin siirekli 6l¢iildiigii ve siralandig1 bir kiiltiir
iretmektedir (Zuboff, 2019: 212). Hukuki, muhasebesel ve
algoritmik montajlarin kamusal alan1 gériinmez bigimde yeniden
ol¢eklendirdigi bu donemde toplumsal dislanma ve kirillganligin yeni
bicimleri ortaya ¢ikmakta ve boylece mekansal ve kurumsal diizeyde
“cikarilma” siirecleri derinlesmektedir (Sassen, 2014: 28). Bu
doniistimler, finansal akil yiiriitmenin normatif kiiltiirel kodlara niifuz
ederek tekil bir sayisal rasyonalite {irettigini ve toplumsal 6zerklik
alanlarini daralttigini gostermektedir.

Bakildiginda, finansallasma ekonomik, siyasal, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel
katmanlarda birbirini besleyen mekanizmalar aracilifiyla tekil bir
finansal rasyonaliteyi hakim kilmakta ve bu rasyonalite demokratik
miizakere, sosyal koruma ve uzun donemli yatinm kapasitesi
tizerinde sinirlandirict etkiler iiretmektedir. Bu nedenle “finansal
totalitarizm” ifadesi, tek bir rejimin homojen bir tanimi olmaktan
ziyade finansal mantigin hukuki-idari diizenekler ve borg iliskileri
aracilifiyla toplumsal alan1 kapsayici bi¢imde disipline etme
egilimini betimleyen bir teshis kategorisi olarak islev gérmektedir
(Wolin, 2008: 52). Bu teshisin gerektirdigi siyasa tartigmalari,
finansal mimarinin tasarimini1 demokratik hesap verebilirlik, sosyal
esitlik ve {iiretken doniisiim hedefleriyle uyumlu hale getirecek
kurumsal yeniliklerin gelistirilmesini zorunlu kilmaktadir.
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4. Yontem

Bu c¢alisma, nitel bir aragtirma yaklasimi ile tasarlanmistir (Stake,
2010). Arastirmada Tiirkiye 6rnegi bir vaka calismasi olarak ele
alinmistir. Bu kapsamda finansallasma olgusunun Tiirkiye’deki
etkilerini derinlemesine anlamak amaciyla yar1 yapilandirilmis
derinlemesine miilakatlar yapilmistir. Konuya dair uzman goriislerini
almak tiizere farkli meslek gruplarindan toplam 15 kisiyle miilakat
gerceklestirilmistir. Miilakat yapilan kisiler arasinda Tiirk siyasetinde
deneyimli aktorler (5 kisi), ekonomi alaninda akademisyenler (5 kisi)
ve finans sektoriinde uzman profesyoneller (5 kisi) bulunmaktadir.
Bu kisiler, finansallasmanin ve spekiilatif sermaye hareketlerinin
Tiirkiye’deki etkilerine dair birinci elden bilgi ve degerlendirmeler
sunabilecek konumdaki uzmanlardir.

Bu arastirmada gergeklestirilen yar1 yapilandirilmis derinlemesine
miilakatlar i¢in goriismelerden O6nce temel bir soru seti hazirlanmistir.
Goriismeler sirasinda  katilimcilarin - uzmanlik alanlarma  ve
goriismenin akigina bagli olarak bu sorular gerektiginde ac¢ilmis ve
ek sorular yoneltilmistir. Katilimcilara yoneltilen baslica agik ucglu
sorular asagidaki sekilde belirlenmistir:

Tiirkiye’de kamuoyunda “faiz lobisi” olarak ifade edilen aktorler
veya kurumlar kimlerdir?

Tiirkiye’de gercekten organize bir “faiz lobisi” bulundugunu
diisiiniiyor musunuz?

Eger boyle bir yapt mevcutsa, bu aktorler Tiirkiye’de hangi
mekanizmalar araciligiyla faaliyet gostermektedir?

Bu aktorlerin Tiirkiye ekonomisinde gerceklestirdigi baslica
faaliyetler nelerdir?

Faiz oranlarinin veya doviz kurunun yiikselmesinden bu aktorler
nasil fayda saglamaktadir?

Spekiilatif sermaye hareketleri Tiirkiye ekonomisinde hangi tiir
dalgalanmalara yol agmaktadir?
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Spekiilatif sermaye akimlarmin Tiirkiye’deki ekonomik politikalar
ve karar alma siirecleri iizerindeki etkileri nelerdir?

Faiz lobisi olarak tanimlanan aktorlerin Tiirkiye’deki etkisini ne
derece giiclii goriiyorsunuz?

Bu tiir finansal aktorlerin kiiresel Olcekte yliriittiigii faaliyetler
nelerdir? Tiirkiye’deki etkileri kiiresel finans sistemiyle nasil
iliskilidir?

Tiirkiye’nin spekiilatif sermaye hareketlerine karst ekonomik ve
kurumsal agidan daha dayanikli hale gelebilmesi i¢in hangi
politikalarin uygulanmasi gerekmektedir?

Yiiksek faiz oranlarini savunan veya faiz artisini talep eden tiim
aktorler “faiz lobisi” kapsaminda degerlendirilebilir mi?

Spekiilatif sermaye hareketlerinin Tiirkiye nin siyasal siiregleri ve
toplumsal yapisi iizerindeki etkileri nelerdir?

Finansallagsma siirecinin Tiirkiye’de isletmelerin yonetim anlayis1 ve
ekonomik kararlari iizerindeki etkileri nelerdir?

Bu sorular, yar1 yapilandirilmig miilakat yaklagimia uygun olarak
goriigmelerin temel cergevesini olusturmus, goriigmeler sirasinda
katilimcilarin verdigi cevaplara bagli olarak yeni sorular yoneltilmis
ve bazi temalar daha derinlemesine tartisilmisti. Gorlisme
sorularinin bu sekilde agik bi¢imde belirlenmesi, veri toplama
slirecinin ~ sistematik ve tekrarlanabilir olmasim1 saglamayi
amaglamaktadir.

Goriismeler yiiz ylize gergeklestirilmis ve ortalama birer saat
stirmiistiir. Tim katilimcilardan goriisme Oncesi izin alinmistir.
Anonimlikleri korunarak elde edilen bilgiler analiz edilmistir.
Verilerin analizinde, goriisme kayitlar1 dikkatlice desifre edilip
temalara ayrilmigtir. Katilimecilarin  ortaklagtigt  noktalar ve
ayristiklart goriisler tespit edilmistir.
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Bu arasgtirmada nitel caligmalarda gegerlilik ve giivenilirligi
saglamak amaciyla ¢esitli yontemsel Onlemler alinmistir. Nitel
arastirmalarda gecerlilik ve giivenilirlik kavramlari genellikle
Lincoln ve Guba (1985) tarafindan Onerilen inandiricilik
(credibility), aktarilabilirlik (transferability), tutarlilik
(dependability) ve dogrulanabilirlik (confirmability) boyutlari
cergevesinde ele alinmaktadir. Bu ¢alismada inandiriciligi artirmak
amaciyla farkli alanlardan uzmanlarla gergeklestirilen derinlemesine
miilakatlar yoluyla veri cesitliligi saglanmistir. Aktarilabilirligi
saglamak amaciyla aragtirma siireci, veri toplama yontemi, katilimci
profili ve analiz silireci ayrintili bi¢imde agiklanmistir. Tutarlilik
acisindan veri toplama siirecinde yar1 yapilandirilmis goriigme formu
kullanilmis ve tiim katilimcilara benzer temalar ¢ergevesinde sorular
yoneltilmistir. Dogrulanabilirligi saglamak amaciyla ise miilakat
kayitlar1 yazili metne doniistliriilmiis, veriler tematik analiz
yontemiyle sistematik bi¢cimde incelenmis ve arastirma bulgular
katilimer gortsleri ile literatiir bulgulariin karsilastirilmast yoluyla
yorumlanmistir. Bu yontemsel yaklagim arastirmanin gegerlilik ve
giivenilirligini giiclendirmeyi amaclamaktadir.

Bu yontemin olas1 siirliliklart da not edilmelidir. Miilakat verileri
katilimcilarin -~ 6znel gorlis ve tecriibelerine dayanmaktadir.
Dolayisiyla  ifadelere  elestirel  yaklasmak  gerekmektedir.
Katilimeilarin samimiyetine ve konuyu algilama bi¢imlerine bagl
olarak yanli veya hatali bilgiler olabilecegi goéz Oniinde
bulundurulmalidir. Bununla birlikte gériismecilerin alaninda uzman
kisiler olmas1 aktarilan bilgilerin nesnelligini artirici bir unsur olarak
degerlendirilebilecektir. Arastirma etik ilkelerine uygun sekilde
katilmecilarin 6zel bilgileri gizli tutulmus ve miilakatlarda higbir
yonlendirici veya kisisel soru sorulmamastir.

S. Bulgular
Miilakatlardan elde edilen bulgular ve literatlir taramasi birlikte

degerlendirildiginde, spekiilatif sermayenin ve finansallagsma
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stirecinin Tiirkiye’de ekonomiden siyasete, toplumdan giinliik hayata
cok boyutlu etkileri oldugu goriilmektedir. Asagida, elde edilen
bulgular ekonomik, siyasal ve toplumsal/kiiltiirel etkiler basliklari
altinda 6zetlenmistir. Ayrica, finansallagsmanin Tiirkiye’de somut bir
goriiniimlerinden biri olan “faiz lobisi” olgusuna dair tespitler ayri
bir alt boliimde ele alinacaktir.

5.1. Ekonomik etkiler

Goriislilen uzmanlarin tamami finansallasma siirecinin Tiirkiye
ekonomisi lizerinde belirgin etkileri oldugu konusunda hemfikirdir.
Ozellikle 1990 sonrasi dénemde Tiirkiye’de finansal sermayenin
etkisinin ivme kazandigi belirtilmistir. Bir katilimci, 1994 yilinda
gelismekte olan iilkelerden baslayan finansal krizin Tiirkiye’yi de
etkiledigini ve bu krizin bazi iilkelerde yapisal doniisiimlere yol
actigin1 hatirlatmistir. Ornegin Giiney Kore’nin 1994 krizinden
dersler ¢ikararak sanayi altyapisint ve teknoloji kapasitesini
giiclendirdigi, boylece krizi bir firsata ¢evirerek Asya’da teknolojik
atilm yaptig1 ifade edilmistir. Ancak ayni katilimci, benzer bir
sanayilesme hamlesinin Tiirkiye’de gerceklesmedigini ve kiiresel
finans ¢evrelerinin de aslinda boyle bir doniisiimii arzu etmedigini
ileri slirmiistiir. Bati merkezli biiylik finans aktdrlerinin, sanayi
iiretiminden ziyade paradan para kazanmaya dayali yapilar1 geregi,
gelismekte olan iilkelerde ekonomik istikrar ve sanayilesmeden ¢ok
istikrarsizlik ortamlarindan kar elde etmeye c¢alistiklart iddia
edilmigtir. Bu bakis acisina gore finansal yatirimcilar, istikrarsiz ve
kirilgan ekonomilerde dalgalanmalardan faydalanarak daha yiiksek
getiri elde edebilmektedir. Dolayisiyla Tiirkiye gibi tilkelerin tipki
Giliney Kore’nin yaptig1 gibi istikrarli bigimde sanayilesmesi bu
cevrelerin ¢ikarina degildir. Nitekim bazi katilimcilar, Batili finans
cevrelerinin Tiirkiye’nin bdlgesinde ekonomik bir giic olarak
ylikselmesinden endise duydugunu, zira Tiirkiye’nin giiclii bir sanayi
ve teknoloji iissii haline gelmesinin Orta Dogu ve Afrika pazarlarinda
Bati’nin hegemonyasini sarsabilecegini 6ne siirmiislerdir. Bu iddialar
bir komplo teorisi izlenimi verse de arkasinda finansal akimlarin
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giicline dair somut gozlemler bulunmaktadir. Yabanci spekiilatif
sermaye, Tlrkiye gibi gelisen piyasalarda biiyliik hacimlerde alim
satim islemleri yapmakta, 6zellikle borsada hisse senedi alip satarak
veya doviz piyasasinda TL’nin degerini diisiirmeye yonelik
islemlerle ekonomide oynaklig1 artirmaktadir. Miilakat katilimeilari,
yabanci fonlarin ve bankalarin bu tiir ani giris-cikislarla Tirkiye
ekonomisinde makroekonomik istikrar1 bozdugunu bu ortamda kalici
ve dengeli bir bliylime saglanmasinin zorlastigini ifade etmislerdir.
Nitekim bazi1 uzmanlar, yurt disindan gelen sicak para akimlarinin
Tiirkiye ekonomisinin biiyiikliigiiniin yarisina yakin bir diizeye
erigebildigine ve bu denli biiylik bir finansal giiciin ulusal ekonomiyi
kontrol etmesinin gii¢ olduguna dikkat ¢cekmistir.

Literatlir, bu gozlemleri desteklemektedir. Haiven (2013),
finansallagma olgusunun bankalar, hedge fonlar ve benzeri biiylik
finansal oyuncularin artmis otoritesine isaret ettigini bu aktorlerin
ellerindeki sermaye miktarimin birgok gelismekte olan {ilkenin
toplam ekonomisine esdeger olabildigini vurgulamistir. Bu durum
karsisinda ozellikle gelismekte olan {ilkelerin bdylesine biiyilik bir
sermaye giiciiniin yarattig1 spekiilatif dalgalanmalara kars1 koymakta
zorlandig1 belirtilmektedir (Haiven, 2013). Nitekim finansallasma,
ekonomik faaliyetleri reel iiretimin 6tesine tastyarak finansal kazang
ve spekiilasyon odakli hale getirmektedir (Dicken, 2011: 367).
Sirketler bile kendilerini iiriin ve hizmet iireten kurumlar olmaktan
ziyade finansal iglemler yoluyla kazang saglayan araglar olarak
gérmeye baslayabilmektedir (Dicken, 2011: 369). Tiirkiye 6rneginde
de benzer bir doniisiim yasanmis Ozellikle biiyiik sirketler ve
bankalar, finansal piyasalardaki hareketlerden kar elde etmeye dayali
stratejilere agirlik vermistir. Finansal kazan¢ imkanlarin cazibesi,
iiretken yatirimlarin geri plana atilmasina yol agmistir. Miilakat
bulgularina gore, hiikiimetler finansal spekiilasyonlarla miicadelede
yetersiz kalabilmektedir. Zira kiiresel sermaye hareketleri karsisinda
tek bir ililkenin aldig1 tedbirler sinuirlt etkili olmaktadir. Tiirkiye de
zaman zaman beklenmedik ekonomik krizlerle yiizlesmekte bu

103



Istanbul Kent University Journal of Political, Social and Strategic Research
Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik Aragtirmalar Dergisi
KENTUSAMDER

krizlerin ¢ogunda {ilke i¢i faktdrlerin yani sira dis finansal
hareketlerin payr bulunmaktadir. Sonug¢ olarak, finansallagma
Tiirkiye ekonomisinde yiliksek oynaklik (volatilite), dis kaynak
bagimliligr ve kirilgan bir makroekonomik yapi ortaya ¢ikarmistir.
2015 sonrasindaki gelismeler, Tiirkiye ekonomisinin séz konusu
kirlganhigimi devam ettirdigini gostermistir. Ozellikle 2018 yilinda
yasanan agir finansal dalgalanma ve kur krizi, yabanci yatirimcilarin
ani ¢ikislarinin ekonomiyi ne denli sarsabilecegini ortaya koymustur.
Tiirk Liras1 bir yil i¢inde degerinin biiylik bir boliimiinii yitirirken
enflasyon ¢ift hanelere tirmanmis, Merkez Bankasi politika faizini
keskin bir gekilde artirmak zorunda kalmistir. Bu dénem, Tiirkiye’ nin
dis sermayeye bagimliliginin getirdigi riskleri somut bi¢imde agiga
cikarmig kisa vadeli spekiilatif sermaye hareketlerinin ekonomik
istikrar1 tehdit etmeye devam ettigini teyit etmistir.

5.2. Siyasal etkiler ve faiz lobisi

Gorigiilen uzmanlar yabanci yatirimcilarin ve finans kuruluglarinin
Tiirkiye’deki ekonomik politikalar {izerinde etkide bulunmaya
calistiklarini belirtmislerdir. Ozellikle yiiksek faiz oranlarindan ¢ikar
saglayan cevrelerin, Tiirkiye’de faiz oranlarinin diismesine karsi
cesitli yollarla baski olusturduklart dile getirilmistir. Bir katilimet,
yabanci yatirimeilarin Tiirkiye’de yoneticilere sik sik faiz oranlarini
artirmalar1 yoniinde telkinde bulunduklarin1 aktarmigtir. Bunun
nedeni, yerel faiz arttiginda Tiirk Lirasi’nin degerinin doviz
karsisinda diigmesi ve bdylece yabanci yatirimeinin kur zararindan
korunmasidir. Yiiksek faiz kisa vadeli portfdy yatirimi yapan bu
kesimler i¢in risksiz ve yiiksek getiri anlamina gelmektedir. Zira bu
yatirimceilar iilkeye gelmeden Once yiiksek getiri firsati olan iilkelere
yonelirler. Geldiklerinde de eger TL deger kazanirsa (diisiik faiz
ortaminda genelde para deger kazanir), kurdan zarar etmemek igin
faizlerin yiikselmesini isterler. Iste bu ¢ikar iliskisi, Tiirkiye’de “faiz
lobisi” olarak adlandirilan yapinin temelini olusturmaktadir. Faiz
lobisi, genel anlatimla tilkede faiz oranlarinin yiiksek seyretmesinden
nemalanan, cogunlugu yurtdist baglantili finansal aktdrlerden
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miitesekkil ¢ikar gruplarini ifade etmektedir. Miilakatlara katilan
uzmanlar, bu c¢ikar grubunun esasen yabanci finansal kurumlar
(bankalar, fonlar) ve onlarin Tiirkiye’deki uzantilarindan olustugunu
diistinmektedir. Bir katilimci, her ne kadar “faiz lobisi” mensuplarini
isim isim tespit etmek zor olsa da bu lobinin varligini hissettiren en
somut gostergelerden birinin bankalarin zaman zaman miisterileri
aleyhine ortak hareket etmesi oldugunu belirtmistir. Nitekim
Tiirkiye’de Rekabet Kurumu’'nun 2013 yilinda yaptig1 bir
sorusturmada, 12 bankanin kredi karti, mevduat ve kredi faiz
oranlarinda birlikte hareket ederek miisteriye zarar verdikleri
saptanmig ve bu bankalara ceza uygulanmistir. Bu 6rnek, finansal
kurumlarin kendi aralarinda anlasarak piyasa kosullarint manipiile
edebildiklerini, dolayisiyla bir tiir organize faiz baskisi
yaratabildiklerini gostermektedir. Goriisiilen uzmanlar bu tiir kartelci
davraniglarin faiz lobisinin giicline dair ipuglari sundugunu
vurgulamislardir.

Ancak miilakat bulgularina gore, her yabanci yatirimciyr veya
yiiksek faiz talep eden her kesimi “faiz lobisi” olarak adlandirmak
dogru degildir. Uzmanlardan bazilari, Tirkiye’ye gelen yabanci
sermayenin elbette kar amacin giittiiglinii ve miimkiin oldugunca
risksiz kazang istedigini, ancak bunun biitiin yabanci yatirimcilari
kotii niyetli bir lobi haline getirmedigini ifade etmistir. Faiz lobisi
tanmiminin daha ziyade kotii niyetle hareket eden, kisa vadeli
spekiilatif kazan¢ ugruna iilkenin gelecegini veya ekonomik
istikrarn1 umursamayan aktorlere isaret ettigi belirtilmistir. Ornegin
uzun vadeli yatirim yapmaya gelen veya liretim faaliyetlerine giren
yabanci sirketler bu kapsamda goriilmezken sirf yiiksek faiz
gelirinden yararlanmak i¢in gelip, kosullar degisince iilkeyi
ekonomik zarara ugratacak sekilde hizla terk eden fonlar bu tanima
uymaktadir. Bu noktada yerli tasarruf sahipleri ile spekiilatorler
arasindaki fark da vurgulanmigtir. Bankalarda mevduati olan
milyonlarca siradan insan da faizlerin dligmesinden memnun
olmayabilir ancak bunlar kisa vadeli spekiilatif kazan¢ pesinde kosan
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rantiyeler degil risk sevmeyen uzun vadeli birikim sahipleridir.
Dolayisiyla iilke i¢inde yiiksek faizden kazang saglayan kesimler olsa
bile bunlarin ¢ogu finansal sistemi yonlendirecek bir lobi faaliyeti
icinde degildir. Aksine, finansallagma uzun vadeli birikimleri de
zayiflatan bir siiregtir. Zira yliksek enflasyon ortaminda reel faiz
genellikle diigiiktiir ve tasarruflar deger kaybedebilir. Tiirkiye gibi
kronik cari agik sorunu olan bir iilkenin ihtiya¢ duydugu yurtici
tasarruflar, finansallagmanin yan etkileri nedeniyle yeterince
artirllamamaktadir.

Finansallasmanin  siyasal alandaki etkilerinin en ¢arpict
goriiniimlerinden biri baz1 toplumsal ve politik olaylarin arkasinda
finansal ¢ikar gruplarinin olduguna dair iddialardir. Gorligmecilerden
biri, Tiirkiye’nin de i¢inde bulundugu bazi gelismekte olan iilkelerde
finansal aktorlerin politik hamleler yaptigina dair bir perspektif
sunmustur. Bu goriise gore, 2013 yilinda Tiirkiye’deki Gezi Parki
protestolari, 2013’te Misir’daki askeri darbe ve Brezilya’daki sokak
gosterileri, kiiresel finans lobisinin ¢ikarlart  dogrultusunda
tetiklenmis veya desteklenmis olaylar olabilir. Iddia su sekildedir:
S6z konusu tilkelerde belli donemlerde siyasi ve ekonomik istikrar
giiclenmekteydi 6rnegin Tiirkiye’de 2013 Oncesi ¢oziim siireci ve
ekonomik biiylime, Brezilya’da Dilma Rousseff liderliginde sosyal
politikalar, Misir’da farkli bir siyasi yonelim. Bu durum, kiiresel
finans odaklarmin uzun vadede bu {ilkelerde istikrarli ve gii¢lii bir
ekonomik diizen kurarak bagimsiz politikalar izlemelerinden
korkmasina yol agmustir. Iddiaya gore finans lobisi, bu iilkelerde
yiiksek faiz ve finansal kontrol odakli teknokrat hiikiimetler gérmek
istemistir. Bu amagla da gerek sokak hareketleriyle gerek darbelerle
mevcut hiikiimetleri sarsmaya ¢alismustir. Ornegin bir goriismeci,
Gezi olaylarinin hemen oncesinde Tiirkiye’de faiz oranlarinin
tarihinde ilk defa %5’in altina indigini, bunun normal piyasa
kosullarinda pek rastlanmayan bir durum oldugunu belirtmistir. Gezi
protestolarinin ardindan ise faiz oranlarinin hizla yiikselerek %9’u
astigin1 hatirlatmigtir. Bu veriler 1s18inda, istikrarsizlik ortaminin

106



Istanbul Kent University Journal of Political, Social and Strategic Research
Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik Aragtirmalar Dergisi
KENTUSAMDER

finansal gostergeler iizerindeki anhik etkisi gbzler Oniine
serilmektedir. Bagka bir uzman, Gezi olaylarin1 degerlendirirken bu
stirecin hem i¢ dinamikleri hem de uluslararasi boyutu oldugunu,
benzer donemlerde Misir ve Brezilya’da yasanan geligsmelerle
birlikte ele alinmasi gerektigini ifade etmistir. Bu bakis agisina gore
Orta Dogu, Latin Amerika ve Avrasya’nin Kkilit {ilkeleri olan Misir,
Brezilya ve Tiirkiye, kiiresel gii¢ miicadelesinde kritik konumdadir.
Tiirkiye 6zelinde iilkenin Avrupa ve Asya arasinda enerji hatlarini
kontrol edebilecek bir pozisyona gelmesi, Kuzey Irak enerji
kaynaklarina erisim saglamasi, kendi bolgesinde liderlik iddiasi
tagimasi gibi unsurlar, kiiresel finans-kapitalist ¢evrelerde rahatsizlik
yaratmistir. Bu c¢evrelerin arkasinda, ABD’de “neo-con” olarak
anilan ve geleneksel petrol, silah, agir sanayi sektorleriyle baglantili
gii¢ odaklarinin olduguna dikkat cekilmistir. iddiaya gére bu gii¢
odaklar1 2008 finans krizinin miisebbibi olan eski tip finansal yapiy1
temsil etmekte ve Tiirkiye gibi yeni yiikselen ekonomilerin kendi
bolgesinde gii¢ kazanmasini istememektedir. Bu nedenle, Tiirkiye
gibi iilkelerde siyasi istikrarin bozulmas kiiresel finans gevrelerine
tekrar yiiksek kazang ortami yaratabilmektedir. Zira siyasi
istikrarsizlik, ilgili tilkede ekonomik dalgalanmalara, risk priminin
yiikkselmesine ve dolayisiyla faiz oranlarinin artmasina yol
acmaktadir ve bu da Bati merkezli sermaye i¢in yeniden yiiksek getiri
imkan1 anlamina gelmektedir.

Elbette bu anlatilar mutlak bir ger¢ek olarak degil finansal aktorlerin
niifuzu  konusunda  uzmanlarin  bakis  acilart  olarak
degerlendirilmelidir. Ancak finansallasma ile siyasi olaylar
arasmndaki iliskiyi diisiindiiren somut veriler de vardir. Ornegin
Tiirkiye’de 1990’11 yillarda yasanan siyasi istikrarsizlik (koalisyon
hiikiimetleri, sik hiikiimet degisimleri) donemlerinde enflasyon ve
faiz rekor seviyelere ¢ikmistir. 1994 ekonomik krizinde devlet i¢
bor¢lanma faizleri %150’nin {izerine tirmanmistir. 1994-2001
arasinda ekonomik ve siyasi ¢alkantilar sonucunda Tiirkiye defalarca
IMF programlarina bagvurmak zorunda kalmis ve bu siiregte yiiksek
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faiz 6demeleri biitceye agir yiik getirmistir. 2000’lerin basinda siyasi
istikrarin saglanmasiyla faizler ve enflasyon hizla gerilemis 2013
yilinda devlet tahvili faiz oran1 %4.6 gibi tarihin en diisiik diizeyine
inmistir. Bu gelisme, yliksek faizden beslenen kesimleri rahatsiz
etmigtir. Nitekim uzmanlardan biri, 2002-2012 arasinda Tiirkiye nin
odedigi faiz giderlerinin milli gelire oraninin bes kat azaldigini,
toplanan verginin biiylik boliimiiniin faize gittigi eski donemlerin
geride kaldigini belirtmistir. Bu durum, faiz geliriyle haksiz kazang
saglayan cevreleri hosnutsuz etmistir. Ayn1 katilimei, Tirkiye nin
yillardir stirdiirdiigii IMF bor¢lanmalarini tamamen bitirdigini, biitge
ac1g1 ve borg¢ stokunun milli gelire oraninin biiyiik 6l¢iide diistiigilinii,
Kiirt meselesinde ¢oziim siireciyle siyasi risklerin azaldigini
vurgulayarak, tim bu olumlu gelismelerin faiz lobisini rahatsiz
ettigini iddia etmistir. Bu iddiaya gore Gezi Parki protestolar: tam da
bu kesimlerin arzu ettigi sekilde bir toplumsal karigiklik yaratarak
yeniden faiz baskisi olusturmustur. Protestolarin ardindan Tiirkiye
ekonomisinin risk primi ylikselmis, doviz kuru ve faiz oranlari
tirmanmis ve boylece faiz lobisinin arzuladig1 ortam geri gelmistir.
Gorligmeciler 6zetle, faiz lobisinin “eski gilinlerin” 6zlemiyle hareket
ettigini, yani Tiirkiye’yi tekrar yiiksek faiz 6demek zorunda kalan,
ekonomik ve siyasi a¢idan kirilgan bir konuma diisiirmeye caligtigini
dile getirmistir.

Bu noktada, finansal lobilerin bagarisini sinirlayan unsurlara da
deginilmistir. Bir uzman, aslinda bu lobilerle basa ¢ikmanin imkansiz
olmadigini, yeter ki {lkenin kendi ekonomik savunmasini
giiclendirecek politikalar izlenebilsin, demistir. Ozellikle yurtici
tasarruflarin  artirillmasi, yabanci kaynak ihtiyacinin azaltilmasi
acisindan kritik goriilmiistiir. Eger Tiirkiye kendi tasarruflariyla
yatirimlarii finanse edebilen bir iilke haline gelirse, dis finansman
lobilerinin etkisi de azalacaktir. Ornegin Almanya gibi yiiksek
tasarruf oranina sahip iilkelerde bu tiir lobilerin etkin olamadigi,
clinkii ekonominin dig sermayeye bagimliliginin diisik oldugu
vurgulanmigtir. Tiirkiye’de tasarruf oranlarinin yiikseltilmesi, cari
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ac1gn diistiriilmesi ve finansal sistemin daha saglam hale getirilmesi,
lobilerin manevra alanim1 daraltacaktir. Aksi halde yabanci
yatirimeilar, istikrarsizlik donemlerinde varliklarini satip tilkeyi terk
ederken biiyiik dalgalanmalara sebep olabilecektir. Tiirkiye gegmiste
1994 ve 2001 krizlerinde bunu yasamistir. Ani sermaye ¢ikiglar
ekonomide ¢okiis etkisi yaratmistir. Ancak son yillarda finansal
diizenlemeler ve Merkez Bankas1 politikalari ile bir dl¢iide direng
gelistirilmistir. Ornegin Tiirkiye Cumhuriyet Merkez Bankasi
(TCMB), ozellikle 2010’larin ilk yarisinda uyguladigr “faiz
koridoru™ politikasiyla nominal ve reel faiz oranlarin tarihi diisiik
seviyelere ¢ekmeyi basarmis, TL'nin asir1 degerlenmesini
engellemistir. TCMB, kiiresel sermaye akimlarmin yarattig1 kredi
genislemesini makro ihtiyati 6nlemlerle dengelemeye gayret etmis ve
bir siire i¢in doviz kurunu istikrarl tutabilmistir. Goriismeciler,
Merkez Bankasi’nin bu donemdeki basarilarina dikkat cekmekle
birlikte, kiiresel piyasalardaki dalgalanmalarin 6rnegin ABD para
politikasindaki degisimlerin neticesinde TL'nin yine deger kaybina
ugradigini, yani uluslararasi finansal kosullarin ulusal basarilari
siirlayabildigini de not etmislerdir. 2015 sonrasinda Tiirkiye’de
yasanan politik gelismeler, finansal aktorlerin etkisine dair
tartismalar1 yeniden alevlendirmistir. 2016’daki darbe girisimi ve
sonrasinda artan jeopolitik gerginlikler, yabanci sermaye ¢ikislarini
hizlandirarak ekonomide baski yaratmugtir. Ozellikle 2018 kur
krizinde, hiikiimet yetkilileri ekonomik zorluklari sik sik dis kaynakli
“finansal saldirilar” olarak nitelendirmis bu durum faiz lobisi
sOyleminin devam ettigini gostermistir. Nitekim doviz kurundaki sert
yiikselis ve piyasalardaki ¢alkanti, politik kararlarin finans
cevrelerince yakindan izlendigini ve spekiilatif hamlelerin siyasi
dalgalanmalarla i¢ ice gectigini ortaya koymustur. Sonraki yillarda
da ekonomi yonetimi ile uluslararasi finans cevreleri arasindaki
gerilim zaman zaman giindeme gelmis, politik istikrar ile finansal
giiven arasindaki bag 2015-2025 déneminde belirginlesmistir.
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Literatiir acisindan bakildiginda, finansal lobilerin devlet
politikalarma etkisi kavrami “finansal baski gruplar1” olarak cesitli
calismalarda ele almmustir (Harvey, 2005: 65-66). Ornegin Haiven
(2013), diinyanin o6nde gelen finans kuruluslart ile hiikiimet
biirokrasileri arasindaki i¢ ice gecmislige dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Cok
sayida list diizey diizenleyici ve biirokratin kiiresel biiyiik bankalarin
eski calisan1 olmasi veya finans sektoriine danigmanlik yapmasi,
finansal lobilerin karar alicilar iizerindeki niifuzunu artirmaktadir
(Haiven, 2013). Bu lobiler, ellerindeki para giiclinii kullanarak
hiikiimetleri adeta finans kurumlar1 gibi davranmaya zorlamakta eger
hiikkiimetler bu istekleri yerine getirmezse, ilgili {ilkede siyasi
istikrarsizlik yaratacak hamleler devreye sokulmaktadir (Haiven,
2013). Palley (2013) ise benzer sekilde, finansallasmis ekonomilerde
hiikiimetlerin finansal kaynaklara erigebilmek i¢in finans ¢evrelerinin
taleplerine boyun egmek zorunda kaldigini ileri stirmektedir. Aksi
halde, gerekli finansman1 bulamayan devletlerin bor¢larinin faizini
o0deyemeyerek temerriide diismeleri s6z konusu olmakta bu da
krizlere yol agmaktadir (Palley, 2013: 34). Yani iilkeler bazen
ekonomik verimsizliklerinden degil finansal lobilerin yarattig1 agir
faiz yiikii nedeniyle iflasin esigine gelebilmektedir. Nitekim Palley
(2013), Orta Dogu’daki baz1 iilkelerin ve Tiirkiye, Brezilya gibi
yiikselen  piyasa ekonomilerinin maruz  kaldigi  politik
istikrarsizliklarin hiikiimetlerin finansal gii¢lere kars1 zayifligindan
kaynaklandigin belirtmektedir. Bu aragtirmanin bulgular da Tiirkiye
orneginde bu goriisle ortiismektedir. Faiz lobisi, hiikiimet isteklerini
yapmazsa ekonomik ve siyasi baski unsurlar1 yaratarak devletleri
zorlayabilmektedir.

5.3. Toplumsal ve Kkiiltiirel etkiler

Finansallasmanin ve spekiilatif sermaye hareketlerinin toplum
tizerindeki etkileri de en az ekonomik ve siyasi boyut kadar
onemlidir. Tiirkiye’de finansallagmanin toplumsal sonuglari,
ozellikle ekonomik kriz donemlerinde belirginlesmistir. Miilakat
yapilan uzmanlar, siyasi istikrarsizliklarin topluma dogrudan zarar
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verdigini vurgulamislardir. Tiirkiye’nin demokratiklesme siireci,
ekonomik dalgalanmalar ve siyasi ¢alkantilar nedeniyle defalarca
sekteye ugramustir. Ornegin 1994-2001 yillar1 arasinda yasanan
ardisik krizler ve hiikiimet degisimleri, halkin refahini ciddi 6l¢iide
geriletmis yiiksek enflasyon ve faiz ortami genis kitleleri
yoksullastirmistir.  Gorlismeciler, ozellikle IMF destekli istikrar
programlarinin uygulandig: yillarda toplumun agir bedeller 6dedigini
ifade etmislerdir. Bu programlar kapsaminda faiz oranlar1 yiiksek
tutulmus, kamu harcamalar1 kisilmis, ekonomiyi korumak icin sert
Oonlemler alinmis ancak sonucta issizlik ve fakirlik artmistir.
1990’larin  sonunda toplumun genis kesimleri gec¢im sikintisi
cekerken, finansal kesim yiiksek faiz gelirleriyle zenginlesmeye
devam etmigtir. Nitekim literatiirde de finansallagmanin gelir
dagilimmi bozdugu, zengini daha zengin, yoksulu daha yoksul hale
getirdigi sik¢a vurgulanmaktadir (Sawyer, 2013: 10). Tirkiye
deneyimi bu olguyu dogrular niteliktedir. Yiiksek faiz 6demelerinden
biiyiik kazang saglayan kesimler genelde zaten sermaye sahibi olan
zenginler iken, enflasyon ve issizlik gibi finansal dalgalanmalarin
maliyeti dar ve orta gelirli halka yikilmistir. Finansallagma siirecinde
bankacilik sektoriinde, borsa islemlerinde veya finansal aracilikta
calisan sinirlt bir kesim ¢ok yliksek gelirler elde ederken, emegiyle
gecinen kesimlerin gelir artis1 ayn1 6l¢iide olmamais, hatta reel olarak
gerilemistir. Bu da toplumsal esitsizlikleri keskinlestirmistir.

Toplumsal a¢idan bir baska 6nemli etki, finansallagmanin yarattig1
belirsizlik ve risk ortaminin bireylerin yasamina yansimasidir.
Ozellestirmeler, sosyal devletin kiiciilmesi, finansal piyasalarin
serbestlesmesi gibi politikalar, vatandaglarin ekonomik risklere karsi
kamusal korumasini azaltmistir. Palley (2013: 26), bu durumu
risklerin  kamusal alandan bireylere dogru Ozellestirilmesi
(denationalisation of life risks) olarak tanimlamaktadir. Tiirkiye’de
de finansallasma doneminde bireyler artan oranda bor¢lanmaya
yonelmis, hane halki borglulugu yiikselmistir. Ozellikle 2000’lerde
tiiketici kredileri ve kredi kart1 kullanim1 patlama yapmus, insanlar
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gelirleri durgun seyrederken tiiketimlerini borgla finanse etmeye
baglamistir. Bu durum, bir yandan finans sektoriine ciddi karlar
saglarken, diger yandan toplumun kirilganligini artirmustir. Ornegin
ani faiz artiglar1 veya kur soklari, bor¢lu kesimleri derhal etkilemekte,
bir¢ok aileyi finansal olarak zor durumda birakmaktadir. 2013 yilinda
Gezi Parki protestolar1 sirasinda toplumda goézlenen kutuplagma ve
huzursuzluk da bu baglamda degerlendirilebilecektir. Goriisiilen
uzmanlar, Gezi olaylar1 siirecinde toplum i¢inde protestocular ve
hiikiimet yanlilar1 olarak iki kesimin sokak ¢atigmalarina varan
sekilde karsi karsiya geldigini bunun da iilke i¢inde sosyal barisi
zedeledigini belirtmislerdir. Ekonomik belirsizlikler ve politik
gerilimler, toplumsal dokuda stres yaratmis bu siire¢ toplum i¢inde
kimilerini finansal durumlar1 nedeniyle daha da kirilgan hale
getirmistir. Ornegin doviz borcu olan isletmeler, Gezi olaylariyla
beraber kur artigindan zarar gérmiis is¢iler licretsiz izne ¢ikarilmis
veya isini kaybetmistir. Bu tiir gelismeler, toplumsal huzursuzlugu
derinlestirici bir rol oynamustir.

Kiiltiirel agidan bakildiginda, finansallasma bireylerin ve toplumun
degerlerinde de degisiklikler getirmistir. Finansal kazanca dayali
basar1 hikayeleri, kisa yoldan para kazanma 6zlemi, krediyle tiiketim
yapmanin normallesmesi gibi olgular popiiler kiiltirde de yer
bulmustur. Borsa veya doviz yatirnmeiligi yaygin konusulur hale
gelmis, finans haberleri giinliik sohbetlere dahi konu olmustur. Bu,
bir yandan finansal okuryazarligim artmasi olarak olumlu
goriilebilirse de diger yandan finansal zihniyetin topluma niifuz
etmesi anlamma gelmektedir. Insanlarin gelecege dair planlari, is
giivenlikleri  veya emeklilikleri dahi finans piyasalarinin
dalgalanmalarina bagl hale gelmistir. Bu kiiltiirel doniisiim finansal
aktorlerin dolayli bir iktidar1 olarak degerlendirilebilecektir. Finans
sektorii sadece ekonomik kararlar1 etkilememekte insanlarin hayat
tercihlerini ve degerlerini de etkilemektedir. 2015 sonras1 donemde
finansallagmanin toplumsal etkileri Tiirkiye’de daha da goriintir hale
gelmistir. Yiiksek enflasyon ve kur dalgalanmalari genis halk
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kitlelerinin alim giiciinii ciddi ol¢lide asindirmis, gelir dagilimindaki
adaletsizlik belirginlesmistir. Orta sinif ve dar gelirli kesimler artan
hayat pahaliligi karsisinda tasarruflarint korumakta zorlanirken,
varlikli  kesimler doviz, altin ve gayrimenkul gibi araclarla
servetlerini giivence altina almaya ¢alismistir. Ote yandan, TL’nin
deger kaybi karsisinda birgok vatandas birikimlerini korumak
amaciyla doviz, altin hatta kripto para gibi spekiilatif enstriimanlara
yonelmistir. Bu gelismeler, finansal risk ve firsatlarin toplumun
ginlik yasamina ne denli niifuz ettigini gosterdigi gibi,
finansallagmanin kiiltiirel ve sosyal dokuda yarattigi doniisiimiin
2015-2025 araliginda daha da derinlestigine isaret etmektedir.

5.4. Isletme yonetimi agisindan etkileri

Isletmeler acisindan ilk ydnetimsel sonug, ongoriilebilirlik
kapasitesinin zayiflamas1 ve planlama ufkunun kisalmasidir. Kur
soklar1 ve faiz dalgalanmalari, maliyet yapisini, fiyatlama kararlarini,
talep tahminlerini ve yatirim geri doniis hesaplarini daha belirsiz hale
getirmektedir. Bu nedenle stratejik yoOnetim yaklagiminin, tek
senaryolu biiyiime projeksiyonlarindan ziyade ¢oklu senaryo
tasarimina, stres testlerine ve c¢evik Dbiitceleme mantigina
dayandirilmas1 gerekmektedir. Ozellikle doviz cinsi yiikiimliiliik
tastyan veya ithal girdi yogun sektorlerde faaliyet gdsteren
isletmelerde, finansal risk yOnetiminin muhasebe destekli bir
raporlama faaliyeti olmaktan c¢ikarilip iist yonetim diizeyinde
kurumsal risk istahi, limitler ve kontrol mekanizmalar1 {izerinden
yeniden kurgulanmasi kritik hale gelmektedir. Bu baglamda nakit
doniisiim ¢evriminin kisaltilmasi, tahsilat riskinin izlenmesi, tedarik
zincirinde fiyat ve kur geciskenligi yonetimi ile sermaye yapisinda
vade uyumunun gozetilmesi, spekiilatif dalgalanma donemlerinde
isletme siirekliliginin temel giivenceleri arasinda yer almaktadir.

Siyasal diizeyde finansal ¢ikar gruplarinin karar alma siireclerini
etkilemeye calistigina iliskin bulgular ise isletmeler i¢in diizenleyici
belirsizlik ve politika riskinin yonetilmesini zorunlu kilmaktadir. Bu
durum, kurumsal yonetimde uyum ve etik boyutunu gili¢lendirmekte
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ve paydas yonetimini daha hassas bir zemine tasimaktadir. Ozellikle
banka-finansman iliskilerinde maliyet baskisi, krediye erigim
kosullar1 ve faiz duyarliligi arttikca, finansal seffaflik, denetim
kalitesi ve risk agiklamalar1 yatirime1 giiveninin korunmasinda daha
merkezi hale gelmektedir. Bu nedenle performans yonetim
sistemlerinin,  yalmizca  donemsel  karlilik  gostergelerine
dayandirilmas1  yerine, yatirnm, inovasyon, verimlilik ve
stirdiiriilebilir rekabet giicli gibi uzun vadeli kapasite gostergeleriyle
dengelenmesi gerekmektedir. Boyle bir dengeleme, spekiilatif
kosullarda olusan kisa vadeli firsatlarin isletmeyi temel faaliyet
alanindan uzaklastirarak stratejik sapma tiretmesini sinirlamakta ve
kurumsal dayaniklilig1 artirmaktadir.

Toplumsal diizeyde finansallasmanin gelir dagilimmi olumsuz
etkileyerek esitsizlikleri derinlestirmesi ve hane halki bor¢lulugunu
artirmasi, isletmelerin insan kaynaklari yOnetimi ve pazarlama
kararlar1 lizerinde dogrudan yansimalar tiretmektedir.

Satin alma giiclindeki asmmma ve belirsizlik algisi, tiiketici
davraniglarinda fiyat duyarhiligini yiikseltmekte, daha kiigiik
paketleme, daha diisiik sepet tutari, daha sik kampanya beklentisi ve
daha hizli marka degistirme gibi oriintiileri gliclendirmektedir. Ayni
stire¢ ¢aligan tarafinda ge¢im baskisi, is giivencesi kaygisi ve licret
beklentilerinde artis tizerinden, baglilik ve performans dinamiklerini
etkilemektedir. Bu nedenle isletmelerin licretlendirme, yan haklar ve
esenlik uygulamalarini bir maliyet kalemi olarak degil, siireklilik ve
verimlilik agisindan risk azaltici bir yonetim araci olarak ele almasi
gerekmektedir. Bu baglamda deger temelli liderlik, etik ilkelere
dayali kontrol ortami, Olciilii risk alma ve hesap verebilirlik
normlarinin kurumsallastirilmasi, spekiilatif dalgalanma kosullarinda
isletmelerin hem itibarim1 hem de karar kalitesini koruyan temel
yonetimsel dayanaklar olarak one ¢ikmaktadir.
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6. Sonug

Bu caligma, spekiilatif sermaye hareketlerinin ve finansallasma
olgusunun Tiirkiye'nin ekonomik, siyasal, toplumsal ve Kkiiltiirel
yapist lizerindeki etkilerini incelemistir. Arastirma kapsaminda
yapilan uzman miilakatlar1 ve ilgili literatlirlin analizi, spekiilatif
yabanci sermayenin Tiirkiye’de onemli ekonomik dalgalanmalara
yol actigini, siyasi kararlar tizerinde baski kurmaya calistigini ve
toplumsal yapry1r derinden etkiledigini ortaya koymaktadir.
Finansallagsma, Tiirkiye ekonomisini bir yandan kiiresel finans
piyasalarina entegre ederek biiyiime firsatlar1 yaratmis ancak diger
yandan tilkeyi biiytik 6l¢iide kisa vadeli sermaye akimlarina bagimli
hale getirmistir. Bu bagimlilik, ekonomik istikrar1 tehdit eden bir
unsur olarak belirmistir.

Yapilan goriismeler, son yillarda Tiirkiye’de yasanan ekonomik
dalgalanmalarin 6nemli bir kisminin, karin1 maksimize etmeye
odakl1 finansal lobilerin eylemleriyle iliskili oldugu ydniinde ortak
bir kaniy1 yansitmaktadir. Tim goriismeciler, Tiirkiye’de faiz
oranlarinin ylikselmesinden menfaat saglayan kesimlerin mevcut
oldugunu ve bunlarin ¢ogunlukla yabanci finans kurumlar ve onlarin
yerel uzantilar1 oldugunu belirtmistir. Bu gruplarin temel amacinin,
yiiksek faiz getirilerini garanti altina almak i¢in gerektiginde
hiikkiimeti zor durumda birakmak pahasina ekonomik baski
uygulamak oldugu degerlendirilmistir. Nitekim bu ¢ikar gruplarinin
sadece Tiirkiye’de degil, benzer sekilde Giiney Kore, Brezilya, Misir
gibi llkelerde de hiikiimet politikalarin1 etkilemeye calistigt ve
istedikleri politikalar uygulanmayinca siyasi istikrarsizlik yaratacak
girisimlerde bulundugu ifade edilmistir. Gergeklestirilen miilakatlar
son yillardaki ekonomik bazi olaylarin arkasinda bu tiir lobi
faaliyetlerinin bulundugunu diisiindiirmektedir.

Ote yandan, bulgular tiimiiyle karamsar bir tablo ¢izmemektedir.
Uzmanlarin bir kismi, Tiirkiye’de s6z konusu faiz lobisinin tam
anlamiyla basarili olamadigini, zira siyasi iradenin ve halk desteginin
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finansal manipiilasyonlara kars1 diren¢ gosterdigini ileri siirmiistiir.
Ancak buna ragmen Tiirkiye ekonomisinin en zayif noktasi olarak
goriilen diisiik tasarruf orani ve cari agik sorunu c¢oziilmedikge,
iilkenin bu lobiler karsisinda tam anlamiyla bagisik olamayacagi da
vurgulanmigtir. Bu nedenle Tiirkiye'nin finansal bagimsizligini
giiclendirmek igin att1§1 baz1 adimlar énemlidir. Ornegin hiikiimetin
aldig1 6nlemlerden biri, kredi kart1 harcamalarina limitler koyarak ve
taksit sayisini sinirlayarak hane halki bor¢lulugunu dizginleme
cabasidir. Bu sayede tiiketici kredilerinin artis hizinda disiis
gbzlenmis ve son birka¢ yilda kredi karti kullaniminda azalma
saglanmigtir. Bu tilir 6nlemler, halkin tasarruf egilimini artirmay1 ve
ekonomiyi dis  kaynakli  kirilganliklara  karsi  korumayi
hedeflemektedir. Ayrica hiikiimet, biitge agigini1 azaltmak amaciyla
ithal ftriinlere vergileri artirip ihracati tesvik ederek cari agigi
dizginlemeye caligsmaktadir. Bu politikalarin amaci, Tiirkiye nin
finansman ihtiyacini azaltmak ve kendi kaynaklarma dayanma
kapasitesini ylikseltmektir. Uzmanlar, bu adimlarin dogru yonde
oldugunu ancak yeterli olmadigini, daha kapsamli yapisal tedbirlerle
desteklenmesi gerektigini ifade etmislerdir.

Genel bir degerlendirme yapmak gerekirse, finansal totalitarizm
olarak anilan olgu, Tirkiye Orneginde kismen gozlemlenebilir
durumdadir. Spekiilatif sermaye, biiylik boyutlara ulastiginda bir
iilkenin ekonomik parametrelerini belirleme, siyasi glindemini
etkileyebilme ve toplumsal refahini sarsma giiciline erisebilmektedir.
Tiirkiye’de 1990’lardan bugiline yasanan ekonomik krizler, yiiksek
faiz-diisiik kur sarmali, ani sermaye hareketleri ve bunlarin topluma
yansimasi, bu giiclin etkilerinin somut drnekleridir. Finansallagma,
finans sektoriinii ekonomik faaliyetlerin merkezi haline getirirken,
beraberinde ekonomik kirilganliklar, gelir esitsizligi, siyasi baskilar
ve toplumsal gerilimler getirmistir. 2015-2025 arasindaki
deneyimler, bu ¢aligmanin vurguladigi egilimlerin Tiirkiye’de
giderek pekistigini ortaya koymustur. Son on yilda Tiirkiye, birden
fazla finansal tiirbiilans ve kriz yasayarak spekiilatif sermayenin
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ulusal egemenlik tizerindeki etkilerine dair yeni 6rnekler sunmustur.
Ozellikle 2018 ve 2021-22 dénemlerindeki ekonomik dalgalanmalar,
yiiksek enflasyon ve deger kaybeden milli para olgusu, finansal
totalitarizm kavramimin giincel baglamda da gecerliligini
korudugunu gostermektedir. Hiikiimetin faiz indirimi gibi alisilmadik
politikalart dahi piyasa aktorlerinin sert tepkileriyle karsilagmis
neticede Tlirkiye ekonomisi uzun siire yiiksek enflasyon ve oynak kur
sarmalina girmistir. Bu gelismeler, spekiilatif sermayenin giiciinii
siirlamaya yonelik yapisal yurti¢i tasarruflar artirma, seffaf ve
ongoriilebilir ekonomi politikalari, etkin diizenleyici denetimler gibi
onlemlerin ne kadar kritik oldugunu bir kez daha gozler Oniine
sermistir. Asagida, finansallasma siirecinin Tiirkiye’de yol agtig1
baslica sonuglar 6zetlenmektedir:

Ani  doviz kuru degisimleri, Tllkenin Odemeler dengesi
dengesizliklerine yol agmistir. Kur soklari ithalat-ihracat dengelerini
ve dis borg servis maliyetlerini olumsuz etkilemistir.

Kur dalgalanmalari, dévizle bor¢glanmis firmalar1 ve bireyleri ciddi
bicimde sarsmistir. Yabanci para cinsinden borcu olanlar, TL’ nin
deger  kaybetmesiyle bor¢  yiiklerinin  aniden  arttigim
deneyimlemistir.

Biiyiik ¢apli yabanct sermayenin ani c¢ikislari, kiigiik yerli
yatirimcilart ve piyasalari olumsuz etkilemistir. Sicak para hizl
ciktiginda borsa degerleri diigmiis, faiz ve doviz hizla yiikselerek
piyasalarda panik ortami yaratmistir.

Hane halki geciminin finansallasmasi hizlanmistir. Insanlar
hayatlarmi idame ettirebilmek icin daha fazla paraya ihtiya¢ duyar
hale gelmis bu da borg¢lanma egilimini artirmigtir. Sonugta halkin
bor¢lulugu artmistir.

Ulkenin tasarruflar1 azalmistir. Finansal liberallesme ortaminda 6zel
tasarruf oranlar diislik seyretmis hem hane halki hem kamu kesimi
yeterince birikim yapamadigindan yatirimlar i¢in dis finansmana
bagimlilik stirmistiir.
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Enflasyon tekrar yiikselise ge¢mistir. Finansal dalgalanmalar ve
doviz kuru artiglari, fiyat istikrarin1 bozarak enflasyonist baskilar
yaratmuistir.

Zengin ile yoksul arasindaki makas agilmigtir. Finansallasma
stirecinin kazananlar1 olan sermaye sahipleri servetlerini katlarken,
iicret geliriyle gecinen kesimler gorece fakirlesmistir.

Hiikiimetler, finansal lobiye diren¢ gosterdiginde lobicilik faaliyetleri
artmistir. Eger hedef iilkede hiikiimet, finans ¢evrelerinin taleplerine
boyun egmezse, bu gruplar o iilkede baskiyr artirmakta, medya ve
uluslararas1 platformlar dahil ¢esitli kanallardan ekonomik/siyasi
istikrarsizlik yaratacak hamleler yapmaktadir.

Bu bulgular 15181nda, Tiirkiye’nin finansal totalitarizme kars1 gérece
direng gosterebilmesi icin ekonomik yapisinin gii¢lendirilmesi biiytik
Oonem tasimaktadir. Yurt ici tasarruflarin artirilmasi, iiretim
ekonomisine gecisin hizlandirilmasi, finansal piyasalara daha siki
diizenlemeler getirilmesi gibi adimlar spekiilatif sermayenin tahrip
giiclinii azaltacaktir. Ayrica, seffaf ve hesap verebilir bir ekonomik
yonetim ve giliclii demokratik kurumlar, dis miidahalelere kars1 tilkeyi
daha dayanikl kilacaktir.

Bu c¢alismada odak noktast Tiirkiye olmakla birlikte, benzer
sireglerin  diger gelismekte olan iilkelerde de yasandigi
unutulmamalhidir.  Nitekim  arastirma  bulgular, Tirkiye’de
gozlemlenen finansal lobicilik ve spekiilatif sermaye etkilerinin
Brezilya, Giliney Kore, Misir gibi {ilkelerde de mevcut olabilecegini
ima etmektedir. Gelecekteki ¢alismalar, bu iilkelerdeki faiz lobisi ve
finansallagma pratiklerini karsilagtirmali olarak inceleyerek ortak
desenleri ortaya koyabilir. Ornegin bir sonraki arastirmanin Brezilya,
Giliney Kore ve Misir’da yapilmasi, bu iilkelerdeki faiz lobisi
operasyonlarinin tespitine ve karsilastirilmasina imkan taniyacaktir.
Boylece kiiresel finansallasma olgusunun farkli cografyalardaki
etkileri daha iyi anlagilabilir ve iilkelerin bu olguya karsi
gelistirebilecekleri politika 6nlemleri konusunda dersler ¢ikarilabilir.
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Beyan: Arastirmanin etik kurul onay: Istanbul Kent Universitesi
Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler Arastirma Etik Kurulu’nun 30.05.2025
tarih ve 2025/05 toplant1 say1l1 karar1 ile alinmastir.

Extended Summary

Over the past half century, global financialization has significantly
transformed the economic, political, social, and cultural structures of
developing countries. As financial markets, institutions and actors
have expanded their influence, capital accumulation has increasingly
shifted from productive sectors toward speculative financial
channels. This study examines the impact of speculative capital on
Turkey’s economic, political, social, and cultural sovereignty within
the broader framework of financialization and the concept of
“financial totalitarianism”. The main research question asks how
speculative capital has shaped Turkey’s economic stability, political
processes, social structure and cultural dynamics.

The research is designed as a qualitative case study focusing on
Turkey. Primary data were collected through fifteen semi-structured,
in-depth interviews conducted with experts from politics, academia,
and the financial sector.

Theoretically, financialization is understood as a structural
transformation in which financial motives, markets, and actors gain
increasing dominance over economic and social life. Drawing on
Marxist, Post-Keynesian, and heterodox perspectives, the study
interprets financialization as a process that heightens economic
volatility while reconfiguring power relations. The concept of
“financial totalitarianism” is employed to describe a condition in
which speculative financial capital acquires the capacity to discipline
states indirectly through capital mobility, credit conditions, and
interest rate pressures.

The findings demonstrate that speculative capital flows have
intensified macroeconomic volatility in Turkey. Interview
participants emphasized that short-term inflows and sudden outflows
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have played a critical role in currency fluctuations, interest rate
increases, and financial crises, particularly during the crises of 1994,
2001 and 2018. Turkey’s structural current account deficit and low
domestic savings rate have increased dependence on foreign capital,
creating vulnerability to external shocks. Sudden capital reversals
have resulted in currency depreciation, inflationary pressures, and
rising borrowing costs, reinforcing macroeconomic fragility.

In the political sphere, financial actors are perceived as influencing
policy decisions, especially regarding monetary policy and interest
rates. The notion of an “interest lobby” frequently emerged in
interviews, referring to networks of domestic and international
financial actors that benefit from high interest rates and currency
instability. Although not all foreign investors fit this description,
participants argued that short-term speculative funds may exert
indirect pressure on governments by triggering market instability
when policy decisions conflict with investor expectations. Events
such as the Gezi Park protests and subsequent financial turbulence
were interpreted by some respondents as examples of how political
uncertainty and financial volatility can reinforce one another. While
such interpretations remain debated, they reflect a broader perception
that financial capital can shape political outcomes through risk
premiums and confidence mechanisms.

At the societal level, financialization has deepened income inequality
and expanded household indebtedness. Since the 2000s, the growth
of consumer credit and credit card usage has integrated households
more closely into financial markets. Currency shocks and interest rate
hikes disproportionately affect middle- and lower-income groups,
while financial sector actors often maintain profitability.
Interviewees stressed that historically high interest payments
transferred public resources to financial capital, contributing to
distributive imbalances and weakening social equity.
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Culturally, financialization has increasingly penetrated everyday life.
Exchange rates, inflation, and speculative investment instruments
have become central to daily decision-making. Individuals manage
consumption, savings, housing, and retirement planning within a
financial logic structured around risk and return calculations. This
diffusion of financial rationality signals a cultural transformation in
which speculative thinking becomes normalized. The study argues
that this normalization supports the emergence of financial
totalitarianism, understood as the dominance of financial logic over
public institutions and private life.

In conclusion, speculative capital has produced multidimensional
effects on Turkey’s sovereignty. Although financial integration has
created growth opportunities, it has also generated structural
vulnerabilities, political pressures, social inequalities, and cultural
shifts. Strengthening domestic savings, promoting productive
investment, enhancing regulatory capacity, and ensuring transparent
governance are identified as essential policy priorities. While the
focus is Turkey, the findings suggest that similar patterns may exist
in other emerging economies. Future comparative research could
further illuminate how speculative capital interacts with national
sovereignty across different institutional contexts.
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Introduction

Over the last decade, the vocabulary of volatility, uncertainty,
complexity and ambiguity — summarized in the now familiar
acronym VUCA — has migrated from military doctrine to
management discourse and public policy debates (Bennet &
Lemoine, 2014). General Vincent Desportes is one of the key
figures who has shaped this conversation in the French-speaking
world, notably through Décider dans l'incertitude (Desportes,
2008) and, more recently, Entrer en stratégie (Desportes, 2019). In
this latter book, he addresses officers, public officials and corporate
leaders confronted with unstable environments and the erosion of
long-term vision. Rather than offering another manual of planning
techniques, Desportes proposes a way of thinking and acting
strategically in situations where friction, surprise and the freedom
of other actors cannot be eliminated.

This review occupies an intermediate position between a
conventional book review and a review essay: it both evaluates the
contribution of Entrer en stratégie for prospective readers and uses
the book as a lens to engage broader debates on strategy,
uncertainty and decision-making in VUCA contexts. The analysis
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is primarily interpretive and conceptual, with a moderate normative
inflection regarding the kind of strategic posture contemporary
organisations should cultivate. It outlines the main claims of Entrer
en stratégie, situates literature and selected strands of international
strategy literature, and critically assesses the strengths and limits of
Desportes' approach is addressed primarily to scholars and
advanced students of strategy, as well as practitioners in public
administration, defence and corporate governance who seek
conceptually grounded rather than purely operational guidance.

About the Author

Vincent Desportes is a former general in the French Army, known
for combining operational experience with sustained intellectual
engagement. He directed the “Ecole de Guerre” and has taught
strategy and international relations in several academic institutions,
placing him at the intersection of military practice, public
administration and higher education. His earlier work, particularly
Décider dans l'incertitude, already argued for a more realistic
understanding of decision-making under pressure, attentive to
cognitive limits and organisational constraints. In Entrer en
stratégie, he draws on this background to revisit classical strategic
thinkers while engaging with contemporary organisational and
cognitive research.

This dual profile — practitioner and theorist — gives his reflections
a credibility that many purely academic treatments of strategy lack,
while also raising questions about the epistemological status of
practitioner-derived insights in the absence of systematic empirical
testing.

Key Arguments and Framework

The Strategic Posture

At the heart of Entrer en stratégie lies the idea that strategy is less
a set of tools than a specific posture towards uncertainty. For
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Desportes, the strategist neither dreams of total control nor resigns
himself to improvisation; instead, he or she deliberately chooses an
endl, accepts that reality will always diverge from plans and
designs manoeuvres that remain flexible enough to be adapted as
friction accumulates. The opening chapters diagnose what he terms
the "tyranny of the immediate": the dominance of short-term
indicators, technological fascination and operational tempo that
erode strategic reflection in contemporary organisations. This
"decision-making myopia" blurs the long-term consequences of
choices and leads leaders to confuse efficient execution with
genuine strategy.

The Six-Step Pathway

From this diagnosis, Desportes develops a six-step pathway for
"entering into strategy":

Enter the strategic space: Decision-makers map an environment
constituted by interacting actors rather than neutral variables.

Strategic diagnosis: Conduct analysis with awareness that every
representation of reality is selective and distorted by institutional
blind spots or "black holes" of perception.

Formulate desired final state: Define an end precise enough to steer
action yet open enough to be revised as learning occurs.

Design the manoeuvre: Identify a main effort and maintain reserves
of time, resources and capacities to cope with the unforeseen.

Action under friction: Plans function as handrails rather than
scripts, and subordinates are authorized to adjust courses of action
in line with the overall intent.

! Colonel Arthur F. Lykke Jr. is widely credited with developing the ends—ways—
means strategic framework at the U.S. Army War College in the 1980s.Lykke
explicitly defines strategy as “a coherent expression of a process that identifies
the ends, ways, and means designed to achieve a certain goal,” often rendered as
the equation “Strategy = Ends + Ways + Means
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Institutionalize feedback and learning: Conduct systematic
debriefings, external critiques and create spaces where
contradiction can be expressed without sanction.

Taken together, these steps form a cyclical process in which each
iteration of action and learning feeds into renewed diagnosis.

VUCA Integration and Resilience

Desportes explicitly links this method to the conditions described
by the VUCA acronym (Bennet & Lemoine, 2014). Volatility is
addressed by maintaining margins of manoeuvre — through
reserves and modular organisational designs — that allow rapid
redeployment when shocks occur. Uncertainty calls for abandoning
the search for perfect information and instead adopting satisficing
strategies, choosing the "least unsatisfactory" option that keeps
alternatives open while time and data remain limited. Complexity,
driven by multiple interacting actors and non-linear effects, is met
with decentralized sense-making and distributed decision
authority. Ambiguity, finally, requires plural perspectives: diverse
teams, red-teaming and independent feedback mechanisms that
contest dominant narratives. In parallel, Desportes conceives
resilience as a three-layered capacity — anticipation, reduction of
vulnerabilities, and rapid adaptation — to live with the inevitability
of surprise.

Methods, Content and International Positioning

The present review draws on a close reading of the French edition
of Entrer en stratégie, supplemented by a limited selection of
reviews and policy reports that have engaged with Desportes' ideas.
The analysis is interpretive and conceptual: it reconstructs the
internal logic of the book, situates it within selected theoretical
debates, and offers a critical appraisal of its assumptions and
implications for practice. No systematic empirical evaluation of
Desportes' recommendations is attempted; instead, the review
treats the book as a significant intervention in ongoing discussions
on strategy in conditions of uncertainty.
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The book itself follows a clear progression. It first establishes the
erosion of strategic thinking2 in contemporary organisations and
the structural nature of uncertainty. It then introduces the
conceptual foundations of friction, VUCA and the six-step strategic
approach, weaving together classical references such as Clausewitz
(2008) and Sun Tzu (2004) with insights from organisational
sociology and cognitive science. In later chapters, Desportes
illustrates how his framework can be applied to business
competition and corporate governance, treating markets as arenas
of strategic confrontation rather than neutral mechanisms. He
closes by situating his proposals in conversation with classical
strategic traditions, underlining both the continuity of certain
principles and the novelty of today's organisational challenges.

International Positioning

In terms of international positioning, Entrer en stratégie overlaps
with several English-language strands without always engaging
them explicitly. The emphasis on learning through iterative action
and feedback resonates with theories of emergent strategy and
strategy-as-practice, while the acknowledgement of cognitive
limits and satisficing choices echoes the bounded rationality
tradition (Simon, 1957; Weick, 1995). The call for decentralized
sense-making under complexity connects with work on
organisational sensemaking and high-reliability organisations, and
the focus on building adaptive capacities is close to the dynamic
capabilities literature (Teece, 2007). Desportes' contribution thus
lies less in introducing entirely new concepts than in synthesizing
these dispersed insights within a practitioner-oriented, VUCA-
aware framework grounded in European military and
administrative experience.

Strengths and Weaknesses

2 The erosion of strategic thinking in contemporary organizations refers to a drift
from long-term, integrative, ends—ways—means reasoning toward short-term,
reactive, and siloed decision-making, especially under conditions of high
turbulence and pressure.
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Strengths

Several aspects of Entrer en stratégie stand out as genuine
contributions to strategic studies. Conceptually, Desportes
succeeds in bringing together disparate traditions — Clausewitzian
friction, Chinese classical thought, contemporary systems theory
and cognitive psychology — into a relatively cohesive framework
(Desportes, 2019). His insistence that friction is not an exception
but the medium within which strategy unfolds is particularly
persuasive, especially for organisations tempted by techno-
optimistic narratives of prediction and control. The six-step method
avoids the trap of becoming a rigid checklist; instead, it offers a
structured vocabulary with which practitioners can analyse and
debate their own practice. Moreover, the strong emphasis on
mobilizing the intelligence of employees at all levels resonates
with recent empirical work on learning organisations and adaptive
leadership (Senge, 1990; Uhl-Bien et al., 2007). The book also has
the merit of translating classical strategic insights into terms that
speak directly to today's managers and public officials operating in
VUCA environments.

Critical Limitations

At the same time, the originality of the proposed six-step pathway
should not be overstated. Many of its components — environmental
scanning, diagnosis, definition of ends, design of ways and means,
execution under uncertainty, and learning loops — are familiar from
existing strategy, decision-making and management literatures,
from classic ends—ways—means models to contemporary
frameworks of deliberate and emergent strategy (Mintzberg, 1989;
Johnson et al., 2011). Desportes' distinctive move lies more in the
way he rearticulates these elements under the sign of VUCA and
friction than in the invention of entirely new categories.

Epistemological foundations: More broadly, the epistemological
foundations of the book remain those of an experienced
practitioner drawing on illustrative vignettes rather than on
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systematic empirical research. The argument rests heavily on the
author's professional trajectory and on carefully chosen examples,
but it does not provide longitudinal case studies or comparative
evaluations that would allow readers to assess the generalizability
of the six-step model across sectors and cultures. This does not
invalidate the insights offered, but it does locate them closer to
reflective practitioner wisdom than to evidence-based theory in the
strict sense.

Translation across sectors: The translation of military-derived
concepts into corporate and public-sector settings is stimulating but
not entirely resolved. Desportes often operates at a high level of
abstraction, leaving open how sectoral, cultural or regulatory
specificities might require adaptation of notions such as
manoeuvre, main effort or reserves in contexts marked by complex
accountability regimes and diffuse authority. Internal politics,
power struggles and ethical dilemmas appear at the margins rather
than at the center of the analysis, even though these factors often
determine whether strategic reforms succeed or fail.

International engagement: Likewise, the limited dialogue with
English-language literatures on emergent strategy, bounded
rationality, sensemaking or dynamic capabilities may reduce the
book's impact beyond the Francophone world, even if many of its
intuitions are compatible with those strands. Finally, the writing
style is dense and assumes a motivated, well-read reader; for some
managers seeking quick operational recipes, the book may appear
demanding.

Conclusion

Entrer en stratégie offers a compelling invitation to re-think
strategy as an art of acting lucidly within uncertainty, rather than
an attempt to eliminate it. By foregrounding friction, the freedom
of other actors and the structural character of VUCA conditions,
Desportes challenges leaders to design organisations capable of
learning, adapting and mobilizing collective intelligence over time.
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His six-step approach provides a rich conceptual language and a
flexible framework for discussion among military professionals,
corporate executives and public-sector leaders, as well as students
of strategic studies and international relations. Yet the book's
conceptual synthesis relies heavily on practitioner-based
knowledge, engages only selectively with international research,
and leaves unresolved some of the difficulties involved in
transplanting military-derived concepts into heterogeneous
organisational worlds.

This review takes an interpretive, conceptual approach to Entrer en
stratégie, viewing it as a meaningful addition to discussions about
how organisations manage ongoing uncertainty and strategic
surprises, rather than a finalized theory. The book's limitations
highlight areas for future research and connections with
Anglophone literature on emergent strategy and sensemaking. For
those interested in how large organisations handle VUCA
environments without resorting to false certainty or random
improvisation, Entrer en stratégie is highly recommended. The
review assesses the book's value and contributes to wider debates
on strategy and decision-making in uncertain contexts.
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